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TOUR THROUGH 

CILY JND MJLTJ, 

IN 1770, BY 

BRYDONE, Esq. F.R.S. 



IS intcrefling tour, which unites animated 
fcriptions of places with jufl and philofophi- 
narks on men and manners, was originally 
iied in the epiftolary form, and addreffed to 
m Beckford, of Somerly in Suffolk, Efq. 
idge fuch a work, and to preferve its fpirit, 
[ficult tafk. There is a freedom and varie- 
etters, which will ill bear the trammels of 
r hiftory. 

\g at Naples *, in May 1/70, our author, in 
n^' with MefTrs. Fqllerton and Glover, 
1 the plan of viiJting Sicily, a couptry 
known to fcientic travellers, and therefore 
ting a wide field for novelty and obfervatioh. 
waiting fome days for a favourable wind, 
they embarked on the 15 th of May> and ia 

". Brydonc gives a very unfavourable account of the 
of Naples, particularly when the firocc, or fouth-eaft 
9WS. This wind is extremely relaxing, and brings 6n 
egtce of lailitude, that neither body not mloii caxv^* 
rir ufua] fun&ions. Even the nal^^w do .i«it A^^^ ^^V^ 
agers from its baleful eiffc^ls, wVdcYv «tt Arcwo^ W^- 
ttioguilh every pa/fion i<n the time* 
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a Ihort time found themfelves in the middle of 
the Bay of Naples, furroanded by the moft beau- 
tiful fcenery in the world. 

This bay is of a circular figure, in moft places 
upwards of twenty miles in diameter. The whole 
of its circumference is wonderfully diverfified by 
all the richer of art and nature ; fo that there is 
fcarcely an obje6l: wanting to render the fcenc 
complete. Here is an amazing mixture of the 
ancient and modern. Palaces reared over the 
heads of other palaces^ and former magnificence 
giving way to prefent folly. Mountains and 
iflands, once celebrated for their fertility, chang- 
ed into barren waftes, and barren wades into fertile 
fields and rich vineyards. In ibort, nature feems 
to have formed this coaft in her moft capricious 
mood, and to have devoted it to the moft unlimit- 

• cd indulgence of whim and frolic. 

After contemplating this Angularly delightful 

. profpeft till fun-fet, the wind fprung up, and 
they foon found themfelves off Capre, about 
thirty miles diftant from Naples. The night was 
very dark, and the dreadful eruptions from Vefu- 
vius alone relieved the gloom. 

On the 17th, after fpying Strombolo, by de- 
grees, they came in fight of the reft of the 
Lipari illapds, and part of the coaft of Sicily. 
Thefe ifliands are vety pifturefque, and feveral of 
. them ftill emit fmoke j but none, except Strom- 

. bolo, have for many years had any eruptions of 
fire. The crater of Strombolo i» on the fide of 
th« peak, whereas, other volcanos generally rife 
from the centre. Etna and Vefuvius often lie 

quiet for many months, eyen ycais •, bvit Strom- 
^Jo Is ever at w6rk> and fox a^^a ^3L^0fc«&^^^^ 
r^arded as tie lighthoufc of \.Vie&l^^. 
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The whole ifland of Strocnbolo is i mountain^ 
that" rifes fuddenly from the fea. It is about ten 
miles in circumference 3 and its crater is abfolute* 
ly inacceffible. In clear weather it is difcovera- 
ble at the diftancc of twenty-five leagues, fo that 
its vifible horizon cannot be Lefs than five hun- 
dred miles, which requires a very cqnfiderable 
elevation ; and in fad fotne fay that it is higher 
than Vefuvius. 

The ifland of Lipari, from which all the reft 
take their name, is by far the largeft, as well as 
the raoft fertile. By the defcription of Ariftotle, 
it appears that it was in his time what Strombolo. 
is in ours, the conftant lighthoufe of mariners, as 
its fires were never extiuguiflied. 

On the 19th, they were pretty clofe to the coaft 
of Sicily, which is low, but finely variegated. The 
oppofite fhore of Calabria is high and covered 
with the fineft verdure. It was almoft calm, fo 
that they had time to get a complete view of the 
famous reck of Scylla on the Calabrian fide. Cape 
Pylorus on the Sicilian, and the celebrated ftraights 
of the Faro, that run between them. At the 
di(lance of fome miles they beard the roaring of 
the current, like the noife of fome large impetu- 
ous river, confined within its narrow banks. 
This increafed in proportion as they advanced, 
till they law the water in many places raifed to a 
eonfiderable height, and forming large eddies or 
whirlpools. 

When the weather is calm, there is little 
danger i but when the waves meet with tjiis vio- 
lent current, it makes a dreadful fea, m-^W^cVv 
ih ips are frequently wrecked . Ov]lt axxOaox , Vo^ - 
ever, does not think that this place come%\y^^^^ 
/A? formidable defcription whkU Oae ^XiC\€^ 
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have giren of it j but he owns that he Taw it in 
arcalm, and therefore was incompetent to judge 
of its fublinne effeds» when agitated by a dorm. 

As Too n as the (hip entered the current, they 
were carried along with great velocity towards 
Medina, which lies twelve miles from the entrance 
of the draights. The approach to Medina is the 
fined that can be imagined ; it is lefs grand in- 
deed than that of Naples, but it is much more 
attradive. The key is Very beautiful : it is built 
in the form of a crefceDt, and furrounded by a 
range of magnificent drudures, four dories high, 
and exadly uniform> for the fpace of nn Italian 
mile. The dreet between thefe and the fca is 
one hundred feet wide, and forms one of the mod 
delightful walks in the world. It enjoys the freed 
air, and commands the mod charming profpe^ 
imaginable. 

They cad anchor in this enchanting port on the 
afternoon of the 18th, but the felicity they cx- 
peded immediately to tade on landing, was foon 
clamped, by the difcovery, that an unfortunate 
omidion had been made of the name of one of 
their fervants in the bills of health. Had this 
been deteded, they would have been obliged to 
perform a long quarantine; but by diutting the 
poor fellow up till the health officers were gone^ 
they elbaped this unpleafant ceremony. 

Having got on diore, they took up their lodging 
at one of the fird inns in Medina, though they 
found it a very wretched place. However, after 
fea-dcknefs and toding on the waves, any houfe 
appeared a palace, and any dry land a parjidifc. 
The hnrbour of Medina is formed by a fmall 
promontory i or neck of land, ihafti^vti^ oft iit^toL 
^^c csd endoftb^t city, and feoatalea Oa^^Xi^^'itiL 
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from the reft of the ftraights. This neck of land, 
which is femicirculdr, is ilrongly fortified, by the 
citadel and four fmall forts, placed to the bell ad* 
vantage. 

A number of galleys and galliots ride in this 
delightful harbour. • Thefe veflels frequently 
cruife round the ifland, to proted it from the 
Moors, whofe vifits are often troublefome. The 
Haves who row them are chained to their oars, 
and deep every night on the bare benches with- 
out the llighteft covering. Every ftrok« of their 
oars feems to be an exertion of their utmofl 
Hrength ; and in fad the mifery they endure, ap-» 
pears in every refpeft to be extreme. 

After taking a general view of thhi city, the 
Englifli deputy conful carried them to' feveral 
convents, where they were received by the nuns 
with great politenefs and affability. They con- 
verfed with them through the grate for fome 
hours, and found them not deficient in knowledge 
or fprightlinefs. All pretended to be happy and con* 
tented, and declared they would not change their 
convents for the mod brilliant fituations in life. 
However, fome of them had a foft melancholy in 
•their countenances ; and our tourift is of opi- 
nion, that could they have been brought to a con- 
fidential tete-^-t^te, which was impoffible, they 
would have told quite a different tale. Some of 
them were extremely handfome, or at lea ft ap- 
peared fo, from their fimple and modeft attire. 

After amufing themfelves at the convent, they 
obferved a vaft concourfe of people on the top of 
a high hill, at fome diftance from the c\\.^ . TVvw^ 
-were told it was the celebration of a gce?Xi^^v*'2^- 
Ja honour of St. Francis^ and wotlVi ^efe\ti%. J^^ 
cordingly they arrived juR as the ^av^^ tcv^^^"^ 
B 3 ^^^t»x^'c 
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appearance. He was carried through the crowd 
with ^'aft ceremony, and received the homage of 
the public with a becoming dignity ; after which 
he was again lodged in his chapel, where he daily 
performs a number of miracles, to thofe who have 
plenty of money and faith to fpare. 

: His. minifters, however, a fet of grea fy capuchins, 
did not^feem to have enriched themfd vesin his fer- 
yice. St. Benedi6t,- who dpes not pretend to half 
his fandity, keeps his fervants in far better plight. 

The devotass continued to dance in foft Sicir 
Han meafures till after fun -fet, when they retir^ 
cd. Many of the country girls were extremely 
handfome^ and all, being in their holiday clothes^ 
made a good appearance* 

One part of the ceremony had a grand efFeft. 
About two thoufand fmall iron cannon, not more 
than lix inches long, were planted in a triple row- 
before the church, and rammed to the muzzle 
with powder. A train being laid between them; 
they went ofFfo quick, that that the ear could not 
feparate the reports, which were re-echoed for 
fome time, after the firing was finifhed, from the 
high mountains on either fide of the ftraights. 

In their perambulations round the city and its 
vicinity, their fenfes were recreated by the per- 
fumes of various aromatic plants and ihrubs. Ma- 
ny beautiful flowers grow wild on the furround- 
ing mountains, and the fields about -Meilina were 
covered with the richeft white clover. Even the 
fait, produced here by the heat of the fun, emits a 
grateful odour, refembling violets ; as was fenfi- 
bly perceived on walking near the harbour. 
T/jc hoafes in Mellina are handfome and cx- 
tremely low TGVite^., Provifions, ef^^ciaW^ ^^, 
2«? JJkewifc Ycry reafonable-, «iivd a)\xx ^^^'Omk 
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thinks, as the climate is alio very favourable, no 
tittiatioQ is better adapted than this for valetudi- 
narians, who annually leave England with the 
iNvallows, in fearch of warmer regions. 

On the 21ft, they paid a vifit of ceremony to 
the prince of Villa Franca, who received them 
with politenefs, and offered them the ufe of his 
carriages. They obferved that they were obliged 
to leave Mellina the following day, and only re* 
queltcd his protedion on their journey, which he 
readily promifcd, together with mulesand guards. 
He added, that they might entirely rely on tbofe 
guards whom he Ihould aflign them, as they were 
Bien of determined refolution and approved fidelity. 

The men, whom the prince fo highly extolled, 
are, however, the moft daring and hardened vil- 
lains on the face of the earth, and in any other 
country, would be brought to condign punilh- 
meiit; but here they arc publicly prote6ted, and 
univerfally feared and refpeded. As they are 
, cfTtainly faithful to their engagements, though, in 
ether rcfpe6ts, the fnoft infamous banditti, the 
prince of Villa Franca has found it for his intereft 
to patronife thrm, to drefs them in his livery, and 
to treat them with unbounded confidence, which 
it does not appear they have ever abufed. 

In fa6t, they have high and romantic notions of 
honour, and in refped to each other, and tothofe, 
%o whom they have once pledged their faith, they 
are jnft and hrm, however criminal they may be 
with regard to fuciety in general j for they are 
IMC moft dt'ienriiiicd robbers, and the terror of 
tiie whole country. 

Such of ihenm/jber as have enVv(\eOL V\\^'av^^M^'5» 
in the itrviar. of ibciety, are kuawTV ^Tv^ ^^ 

ipraed nil over ijag ifland) and \W \)tx^^^^ 
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thofe they accompany are ever held facred. For 
this reafon, moft travellers hire a couple of thein 
from town to town ; and in this manner they aro 
not only fafe from danger, but impolitioa. 

Mr. Brydone fays, except the harbour of Medi- 
na, there is little worth notice in the place- Some 
of the churches are handfome, and there are a few 
tolerable paintings j but in general the works of 
art are not very remarkable. 

In this vicinity, however, one of the moii ex-» 
traordinary phenomena in the world is foipetiroes 
obferved. Both the ancients and moderns have 
remarked, Ih^t in the heat of fumraer, after the 
lea and air have been much agitated b^' the winds* 
and a perfeft calm fucceeds, there appe^^ about 
the dawn, in that part of the heavens over the 
ftraights, a great variety of lingular forms, fpme 
at red, and others in rapid motion. Thefe phan- 
toms, in proportion as the light increal'es^feem to 
become more aerial 5 till at lail, before the rifing 
of the fan, they wholly diiappear. 

The Sicilians reprefent this as the moft en- 
chanting fight in nature. Palaces, woods, gar* 
dens, the figures of men and animals, appear, or 
feem to appear, among thefe aerial objefts. Per- 
haps fancy may have a confiderable iliare in eking 
out the pidore ; but the beft authors agree in the 
faift, though they cannot account for its origin, 
Mr. Brydone is of opinion, that in this country of 
volcanoes, where the eledrical fluid muft necelfa- 
rily be ft) copious, a philofopher may find a folu* 
lion of the caufe in this adive principle^ and the 
local fituation combined. 
TAfijr /eft Meffma early on the morning of the 
^^-i with fervants, guards> mules, audaxtcis. TVi^ 
^*coa/i of Sicily is rich, and the &d^s oi lom^ ol 
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the n&oiintains are highly cultivated, and prefent 
the moll agreeable a fpedts. Corn, wine, oil,andiilk, 
are produced in great abundance. The roads arc 
lined with flowering ihrubs, and many of the in- 
cloliircs are hedged with the Indian-fig, or prick- 
ly pear. 

The road from MeiCna to Guiardini is extreme- 
ly romantic. It lies Entirely along the coafl, and 
commands the view of Calabria and the inter- 
vening ftrajght, covered with vcflels of various 
dcloriptions. 

In this route they paffed the naountain of 
Neptune, celebrated for a gulph, or crater, on its 
jummit, from whence, at particular times, iifues 
a piercing cold wind with fuch violence, that it is 
di Hi cult to approach it. 

laurominum, oncefo famous, is reduced to an 
iniigniflcant burgh ; yet its remains of ajitiquity 
dill evince its former magnificence. The thea- 
tre is accounted the largeft in the world, and is 
fufficicntly entire to give a pretty corredt idea of 
its parts and vaft extent. The feats front Mount 
£tna, which makes a glorious appearance from, 
this fpDt. Its afcent is computed at thirty miles 
on each fide, and the circumference of its bafe at 
one hundred and fifty. 

After viewing the theatre of Tauromin um, they 
went, to examine the Naumachia, and the refer- 
voirs for fiipplying it with water. About one 
hundred and fifty paces of one fide of the wall of 
tJie Naumachia remain ; but its original dimen- 
fions cannot be afcertained. There are four re- 
fervoirs to fill it, one alniofi entire, and all upon 
a very' grand fcalc. 

Having flept at Giardini, at the fooV oi^NVovcc^X 
J£Uin, they iht oute^rJy in tlie mormtv^Vo ^"vce.\v 
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that celebrated volcano. About half a mile from 
the commencement of the firft region of £tna> 
they came to the ilatue of a faint, ereded to pre- 
vent the lava from running up the mountain of 
Taurominum, virhich the country people think it 
mud have done^ but for tlie interpolilion of the 
/aint. 

Leaving the Catania road on the left, they be- 
gan to afcend the mountain, in order to vi(it the 
celebrated tree, known by the name of the Chef- 
nut Tree of an hundred Horfe, which for fome 
centuries has been regarded as one of the greateft 
wonders of Etna. 

As they advanced in the firft region of Etna, 
they obferved that there had been eruptions all 
over that tracks though fo far diftant from the 
fummit or principal crater. On their way to the 
village gf Piedmonte, they noticed feveral very 
ccfnfiderable craters, and ftones of a large fize, 
which had-ifTued from them, fcattered round. 

Though the diftance from Giardini to Pied- 
monte is only ten miles, fo bad were the roads, 
that they were nearly four hours in travelling it. 
An aquedud, which fupplies the laft-mentioned 
place with water, was their guide for five miles. 
At the end of this, the afcent became much more 
rapid^ till they arrived at the beginning of the fe- 
Cond region of Etna, called La Region e Sylvana 
by the natives ; becaufc it is compofed of one vaft 
foreft that extends all round the mountain. 

Part of this fylvan track was detlroyed in 1755, 

by a torrent of boiling water, which. ifTued, as it 

is imagined, from the great crater of the moun- 

t/f/n/ ^nd in an inftant poured down to its bafe^ 

orcrwhelming and ruining every Auu^ \\\?^V\vj va 

^ coarfe. The lame kind of totceut» \tv VVke.\^^ 
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century, fwept away five hundred perfons, who 
were marching in proceflion> at the foot of the 
mountain, to implore the mediation of St. Janu* 
arias. 

Near this place they pa0ed through fome 
beautiful woods of cork and evergreen oak, grow- 
ing out of the lava 3 and proceeding about five 
miles farther, they came to the chefnut tree al- 
ready mentioned, which, in the old maps of Sici- 
ly, always makes a confpicuous figure. Mr. Bry- 
done fays he was rather difappointed ; as it ap- 
peared rather a clufter of five trees, growing to- 
gether, than one fingle root ; however, he ^as 
affured that thev were all once united in the 
fame flem, and that in days of old it was regard- 
ed as the beauty of the foreft, and vifited from 
all quarters. It meafured nolefs than two huir- 
dred and fout feet in circumference ; and if, as it 
is pretended, it was formerly one trunk, it mud, 
indeed, have been a wonderful phenomenon in 
the vegetable kingdom. There are many other 
trees in this vicinity of extraordinary magnitude. 
Our author meafured one which rofe in a folid 
trunk to a confiderable height, that was not lefs 
than fcventy-fix feet in circumference, at two 
feet from the ground. 

The climate here was more temperate than in 
the firfl region of Etna, and the barometer had 
fallen to 26 deg. 5| min. which indicated an ele- 
vation of very near four thoufand feet. 

They dined in the ruinsL of a houfe in the in^ 

fide of the great chefnut tree, with an excellent 

appetite? and^ being convinced that it was iu 

vain to attempt to reach the top of t\\er^o\«v\ivcv 

in that diredion, they began to Aelcew^> w\^ 

after a fatlgaipg joamcy oyex oU \aN^> <^^ 
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arrived about fun-fet in a fertile Tpot at Jaci, 
Reale, where they loojc up their lodgings in a 
convent of Dominicans. , 

The fir ft lava they pafTed in their way thither, 
was not Icfs than fix or feven miles broad.; It 
had run into the fea, and driven, b^^ck the waves 
for upwards of a mile; and had formed « large 
black promontory, where it was deep water be- 
fore. From appearances, this feemed to b^ve 
been thrown out in a recent eruption ; .but on 
referring to Seignior Recupero, thehiftoriographer 
of Etna, it appeared to be the very lava that burft 
from Etna in the time of the fecond Punic var, 
as recorded by Diodorus?»iculus. 

In the loweft part of the region of Etna, the 
harveft was already over j but in. the upper parts 
of the fame region, near the confines of the 
woody track, it was not nearly ripe. The reapers, 
as they went along, abufed them from all quar- 
ters, with extraordinary fluency. This rude quf- 
tom of the Sicilians' has been mentioned by Ho- 
race. 

In their way they paflfed the fource of the fa- 
mous cold river, celebrated by the poets in the 
fable of Acis and Galatea. It wa* here that Acis 
was fuppofed to have been killed by Polyphemus ; 
and that the gods, out of compaflion, transformed 
him into this river, which rifes at once oat of the 
earth, $. copious flream. It is fo ^Id, and pro- 
bably fo much impregnated with vitriol, that it 
18 reckoned dangerous to drink it; and cattle 
have often been killed by it. 

A little to the caft of the river Acis, is the 
mouth of the Alcantara, one of iVie mciS..cotifi4cr- 
ab/e rivers in the ifland. It takea Us t\^eow\>a.^ 
^^orth jSde ofEtm. and dcfeuca Vv^>at3Nitvj^^t:i 1k>t 
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about (ixty miles. Its courfe has> in many places^ 
been interrupted by the lava. 

• The city of Jaci, or Aci, and indeed all the 
towns on this coaft, are founded on immenfe 
rocks of lava^ piled one on another, in iome places 
to an amazing height. Many of the places on 
thisfhore flill retain their ancient names, but the 
attributes which the dailies give them are na 
more. 

From Jaci to Catania their road lay over lava, 
and confequently was very fatiguing. Within a 
few miles of the laft-named place, they coup ted 
eight mountains formed by eruption, with each 
its extinguifhed crater. Some of thefe are very 
high, and of great compafs. '* 

At fome little diftancc from the fhore, are three 
rocks of lava, which Pliny takes frequent notice 
of, and calls them the Three Cyclops. It is pret- 
ty fingular, that they flill retain the fame name/ 

The fate of Catania has been very remarkable, 
and will even appear fabulous. It is fituated im- 
mediately at the foot of this great volcano, and 
has been fevefal times deftroyed by it. It would 
indeed have been extraordinary had it efcaped j 
bat what (ignalizes it moft, it was always in great 
want *of a port, till by an eruption in the iix- 
teenth century, what was denied by nature it re- 
ceived from the generolity of the mountain. A 
llream of lava running into the fea, formed a 
mote, which no cxpence could have fupplied. 
This anfwcred for fome time the purpofe of a 
fafe and commodious harbour, till, by a fubfe- 
>quent i»ruption, it was entirely filled up and de- 
■llroycdv for the hent^dt of the port , xiv^ CvcvVa.- 
jjJaag.thJnk tbfiini'elves indebted lo.SX.* K^vV^S 
jiod^.^'J2enJt.w&3 doilxoy^d, they coivl^^^^"^^ 
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HJ : had given juft caufe of offence to that fa 

whole veil they preierve, and imagine it caps 
of performing many miracles. Indeed, e^ 
thing that has touched this piece of facred atl 

IBi " fuppofed to be impregnated with fome ex 

ordinary qualities. Thus there are numei 
little bits of cotton and linen fi^ed to the if 

IeL\ which, after the bidiop's benedi6tion, acquire a 

i Wl puted power to fave a perfon's houfe or gard 

I Sit ^^^ whenever this expedient fails, it is afcri 

to tlie want of faith in the devotee, rather tl 
want of efficacy in the veil. 

On their arrival at Catania, they were ama 
to find, that, in fuch a noble and beautiful c 
there was no fuch thing as an inn. By the all 
ancc, however, of Canon ico Recupero, to wh 
they carried letters of introdu6tion, they fi 
procured comfortable lodgings in a convc 
The prince of Bifcaris, governor of the place, 
whom they waited, foon after returned their 
Ht, and made them many obliging offers. 

Seignior Recupero, who has written the hii 

. ry of the mountain, a6ted as their Cicerone. 

confefTed that he was embarraffed in his enq 

Ties, by the Mofaic date of the creation ; for tJ 

it required two thoufand years or upwards 

form a fcanty bed of foil on a furface of lai 

and that a pit had been funk to a great de[ 

near Jaci, in which they pierced feven-ffrata 

lava, each covered with a thick bed of rich earl 

confequently, reafoning from analogy, the Iqw 

'IH xnuft have flowed from the mountain fourtc 

thoufand years ago. He owned, that he coi 

uot. In con/cieace, make \u& ccuE^xiivXsLUi Co you 

as Mofcs made the world •, and iVv^X \x\% \i\^ 

Hd!io is a good Catholic, warned Vivca xo>a^ o- 

i ^ 



» 
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guard, and not pretend to be a better natural 
bifloriao than that prophet. 

On the 26th they went to fee the houfe and 
mufeum of the prince of Bifcaris, which is ex- 
tremely rich in antiques > and what enhanced the 
value of them to the pofTeflbr, they were chiefly 
brought to light by the prince himfelf. He had 
dug them out of the ancient theatre of Catania, 
at an incredible expence; but happily his pains 
were amply repaid by the- number and variety of 
curious objects he had difcovered. It is impoifi- 
ble to enumerate them, as they embrace a wide 
field of ancient treafures. 

This prince behaved with the moft engaging 
politenefs to our travellers, and his own manners 
were more attradive than all the curiofities he 
poflefled. 

The fame afternoon they went in company 
with Kecupero, to vifit a fplendid building at 
feme diftance from the to^^^n, which appeared 
more like a royal palace than a convent ot bene- 
didine monks, which in fa6t it was. Thefe fa- 
thers poiTeffed no lefs than fifteen thoufand- 
pounds a year 9 and feemed deteripined to make 
fore of a paradife in this world, however they 
might fare in the next. 

Thofe fons of humility, temperance, and mor* 
tification, received and entertained their vifiter^ 
with great civility and politenefs, and even with- 
out oltentation; Their mufeum deferved notice. 
But their garden was the greateft curiofity ; 
though formed on the furface of the rugged and 
barren lava, it is difiingnifhed for ue?Llwe.^^ ^w^ 
rarietp The walks ara broad and ^?ive^>»j\Ocv 
S/ais, aad the trees and hedges, ibovx^ «^v\\. '\t\K.^ 
C 2 awvxtc^ckW 
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a number of fantaftic forms, thrive extremely on- 
the artilicial bed of earth. 

The church belonging to this convent, would 
be a noble pile, were the whole plan executed; 
but being foui.ded on the furface of the porous 
and brittle lava, feveral of the arches have given 
way before more than a fifth of the edifice is com* 
pleted. The organ is particularly grand. 

Our travellers next went to examine where 
the lava had foaled the city walls. The walU 
^ are near fixty feet high, and of great ftrength,- 
or they could not have refilled the torrent, which, 
accumulating at the bottom, inftantly mounted 
over the top, and carried every thing along with 
irrefiftible violence. In its deftru6tive courfe it 
covered up fome fair fountains 5 one of which 
was fo much efteemed, that the inhabitants pierc- 
ed through the lava to recov their favourite 
fpring. 

Catania, notwithftanding its dangerous fitua- 
tion, is looked upon as one of the moll ancient 
cities in the ifland. Some of the Sicilian writers- 
pretend that it was built by Deucalion and Pyr- 
rha, as foon as the waters fubfided. It is now. 
reckoned the third city in the kingdom, though 
fince the fatal peOilencein Mellina, it may juftly 
be confidered as the fecond. It contains up- 
wards of thirty-thoufand inhabitants; and is the 
feat of an univerfity and a birtiopric. The bi- 
fliop*s revenues chiefly arife from the fale of 
fnowon Mount Etna, one fmall portion of which, 
lying on the north, is faid to bring him in one 
tboufand pounds annually. 
// HioaJd be obferved, that ice and fnow are 
UijjvcrfaJIy ufcd in Sicily by a\\ i3ii\Vs-, %tv^^vkil 
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part of Italy with this agreeable luxury. A 
neof fnow, they fay, would be more grievous 
. a famine of corn or wine. Without £tna> 
3h keeps them cool in fummer and warm in 
:cr, they are of opinion Sicily would not be 
table. So (Irong is habits and fo variable 
the articles of luxury in different countries I 
here are many remains of antiquity in this 
though it has frequently been overthrown. 
i of them, however, are in a very ruinous 
!. One of the moft remarkable, is an ele*^ 
it of lava, with an obeliik of Egyptian gra- 
on his back. There are likewife confider- 
remains of a fpacious theatre; a large bath 
)ft entire; the ruins of avaft aquedu6t, eigh- 
miles long ; and the remains of feveral tern- 
are dedicated to Ceres^ and anotfier to Vul- 
The church, called Bocca di Fuoco, was 
a temple , but the moft entire of any of the 
quities, is a fmall rotundo, which demonllrates 
figure to be the mod, durable of any. 
is remarkable that many of the ancient tern- 
are converted into Chriftian churches, and 
cated to the Virgin Mary, who feems to have 
I long condituted univerfal legatee of all the 
ent goddeffes, celellial, terredrial, and infernal ; 
indeed little more than the names are chang- 
for many of the prefent rites are as ridicu" 
as the Pagan. 

I fome places the very fame images remain, 
er a new appellation. Thus, what was Ve- 
or Proferpine, is now Mary Magdalene, or 
Virgin. The fame ceremonies are daily per- 
3ed before thofe images, in the fame\an%\\3i^^» 
nearJjr la the fame form. The tsivwX^ vc^ 
tusJJjr defcendiDg in perfon, auA nvoxVaxv* 
C3 ^ tavt^^^ 
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miracles, like the heathen gods of old. The wall 
of the temples are covered with the vows of pil 
grims, as they were formerly. The holy water i 
again revered and fprinkled about with the fam 
devotion as in the time of Paganifm. The fam 
incenfe is burnt by priefis, arrayed in the fam 
manner, with the fame grimaces and genuflec 
tions. In fliort, fo nearly do the rites coincid< 
that were the Pagan high prietl to come back an 
realfume his fun6iions, he would only have t 
learn a few new names and a few prayers, whic 
would be eafy to him, as they are in a languag 
he would under ftahd ; while bis modern fuccei 
fbrs only repeat them by rote*. 

On the 27th of May, at day-break, they fet o 
to viiit Mount Etna, that venerable and refpe6 
able father of mountains. His bafe and his in 
menfe declivities are covered over with a nume; 
ous progeny oi his own ; for every great erupti€ 
produces a new mountain. • 

Etna, as has been previoufly obferved, is divi< 
cd into three dillind regions j the Fertile Regior 
the Woody Region ; and the Barren Regioi 
Thefe three are as diftindt, both in climate ar 
produ^ions, as the three zones of the earth 3 ar 
might, with propriety, have been ftyled the torri 
temperate, and frigid regions. The firft fu 
rounds the mountain, and confUtutes the mc 

* Even the fenfible Catholics thcmfclvcs cannot help feel 

and ricikuUng the fupcrftition of their rites. As Huet, one da 

was pafling the ftatue of Jupiter, in the Capitol at Rome, 

pulled off his hat and made him a bow. A Jacobite gentlem: 

who had fled from his country, obfcrving it, aflced why he p 

/b much refpc£t to that old gent\eman*. "5oTX.Vvt(^vcvi:teaf< 

replied Huet, thit you pay Co muc\\ to tVvt ^retetAw \ \>^c 

lAcrc is a probabiliry jhat iVis umc ViW com^ iq>^^^ ^^^^^« 
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fertile ccmntry in the world, on all fides of it, to 
the extent of about fourteen or fifteen miles, 
where the woody region begins. It is compofed 
almofl entirely of lava, which, after a number of 
ages, ift at laft converted into the mod fertile of 
ibils. 

At Catania the harveft was over, and the heats 
almoft infupportable ; while at Nicolofi, twelve 
miles up the mountain, the corn was yet green, 
and the climate temperate. The fruit of this re- 
gion is reckoned the fined in Sicily, particularly 
the figs, of which they have a great variety. One 
of thefe, of a very large fize and fuperior flavour, 
is pretended to be peculiar to Etna. 

The lavas, which form this region of the moun- 
tain, take iheir rife from an infinite number of 
the moft beautiftil little hills, which are every 
where fcattcred on the immenfe declivity. They 
are all of a regular figure, either conical or he- 
mifpherical, and are generally clothed with trees 
and the rich eft verdure. Every eruption gene- 
rally forms one of thofe hills. 

As the great crater of Etna itfelf is raifed to 
fuch an enormous height above the lower regions 
of the mountain, it is not poffible that the inter- 
nal fire, raging for a vent, even round the bafe, 
and probably below it, fliould be carried upright 
to the height of twelve or thirteen thoufand feet, 
the computed elevation of the fummit. It has, 
therefore, generally happened that, after fhaking 
the mountain and its vicinity for fome time, it at 
laft burfts open its fide; and this is denominated 
an eruption. 

At Brd it fends forth only a tlncV ^vcvoYa ?ccA 
/bowers of afhes^ that Jay walle the ad'^Sictx^^. ^<^^^' 
tiyr: ibefe aiG followed by red-^oV ^ou^^ ^^ 
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rocks of a great fize, thrown up to an immenfe 
height in the air. The fall of thefe flones, to- 
gether with the quantity of afhes discharged at 
the lame time, at laft form a fpherical or conical 
mountain. Sometimes this procefs is iinifhed iff 
a few days; and fometimesit lafts formonths/as 
happened in the great eruption of 1669, when a 
mountain, upwards of (even or eight miles in cir- 
cumference, and one thoufand feet perpendicular 
height, was raifed. 

After the new mountain is formed, the lava 
generally burfts out from the lowcf fide, and 
bearing every thing before it, for the raoft part 
terminates in the fea. However, the volcano 
fometimes difcharges ftones and afhes from its 
crater without forming any new mountain, but 
only increafing the height of fome old one; till 
at laft the lava, riling near the fummit,burfts the 
fide of the crater, and the eruption is at once de- 
clared. 

Recupero affured our author, that he faw, in an 
eruption of Etna, large rocks of fire difcharged 
to the height of fome thoufand feet, with a noife 
more terrible than the loudeft thunder. He 
meafured from the time of ^heir greateft elevation * 
to their reaching the ground, and found it took 
np the fpace of tweny-two feconds, which, ac- 
cording to the ufual rule of computing defcents, 
muft give a height of more than feven thoufand 
feet. This requires a force of projedtion beyond 
what natural powers give us any conception of. 

Their landlord at Nicolofi gave them ^n ac- 
count of the fingular fate of the beautiful coun* 
try near Hyhh, at no great diftance. U was fo cc» 
Jebratet) for its fertility, and pailicvxWVf iox \\* 
^ouejr^ that it was called Mel Paffi, i\\\ \x. ^u% 
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oycrwhelrtied by the lava of Etna, when, by a 
pun, ith name was changed to Mai Pa(li. In a 
iabfequent eruption, by a fliower of a(bes from 
the mountain, it foon recovered its ancient beauty 
and fertility} but in tlite unfortunate era of l60y, 
it was again deluged by an ocean of fire, which 
reduced it to the moft wretched ilerility. How- 
ever, the lava, in its courfe over this fine country, 
left feveral little hillocks, or iflands, which ap- 
pear in all the bloom of luxuriant vegetation j 
aod, contrafted with the large fields of black and 
rugged lava, have a romantic effe6t. 

Mr. Brydone vifited Monpelieri, which is of a 
fpherical ihape, and perfe^ly regular on every 
fide. Its perpendicular elevation does not exceed 
three hundred feet, and its whole furface is co- 
vered, with the richeft profufion of fruits and 
flowers. Its crater is as exadly hollowed out as 
the htft made bowl, and may be about a mile in 
circumference. 

This beautiful mountain was formed by the 
firft eruption that deltroyed Mel Pafli, which 
buried a great number of villages and country 
boufes; and particularly two noble churches, 
more lamented than all the reft, becaufe they 
contained Ibme ftatues of great celebiity. Many 
inefFe^ual attempts have been made to recover 
them, as the fpot on which the churches ftood 
could never be exa6tlyafcertained. I^ndecd it is 
impoffible it ihouldj for thefe churches being 
built of lava, it melted as foon as it came in con- 
tact with the torrent of new erupted matter. 

Alafla fays that, in fome eruptions of Etna, the 
lava has poured down with fuch (ud(^ev\ \vtt^*jXxx- 
o/Itjr, that in the courfe of a few boMX%, c\\w\c\\^^. 
paJa^esj Mad vUhges have been cuVweV^ tcv^^^^ 
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down and run off in fufion, without leaving gr 
trace of their former exiftence. But if the lava' 
has had any confiderable tinae to cool, this lingu- 
lar etFe6t never happens. 

In the great eruption of \66q, after the whole 
country- had been fhook for four months, and fc* 
vera! mountains of ftones and afhes formed, the' 
law'a buril out like a torrent, about a mile above 
MunpeHeri, and bearing againft the middle of 
that mountj^in, made a deep impreflion ; then, 
flowing round it, united. on the farther fide 5 and 
laying wafle the whole country, foaled the walls 
of Catania, and poured its flaming dream into the 
ocean. In its way it is faid to have deftroyed the 
pofleflions of thirty thoufand people, and to have 
reduced them to beggary. It formed feveral hills 
where there were formerly valleys, and filled up 
a large lake, of which not a veftige is to be feen; 

In this extraordinary eruption, a vineyard be- 
longing to a convent of Jefuits lay diredly in its 
way. The vineyard was over an ancient lava, 
with a number of caverns and crevices under it. 
The liquid lava entering thefe caverns, foon filled 
them up, and by degrees raifed the vineyard. 
The Jefuits, who expedted every moment to fee 
it buried, beheld with amazement the whole field 
begin to move off. It was carried to a confider- 
able difiance, and though the greateft part of it 
was deftroyed, fome of it is ftill vifible. 

The mouth from which this dreadful torrent 

iffued, they were furprifed to find was only three 

or four yards in diameter. Oppofite to it is a 

vaft cavern, fo difmal and gloomy, that their 

L-jndJord informed ihem, fome perfons had loft 

t^e/r fenfes /?/ ;?dvancing too fat, ima^vmti^ \.\vt?j 

^w devils and damned fpirits ; for iW nouotiX* 
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ftill very general here, that Etna is the mouth of 
hell. 

Our travellers found a degree of wildnefs and 
ferocity, in the inhabitants of this niountaui be- 
yond what they had been accuftoined to. Ic v. .:s 
with difficulty that the perfon recommendcci .>y 
Recupero could be permitted by his countrymLn 
to attend them. This man obtained the appella- 
tion of the Cyclops, from his intimate acquaint- 
ance with £tna. 

It was no eafy matter to convince tliefe moun- 
taineers,, that they were Chriftians, and that they 
had not for their objeA the difcovery of hidden 
treafures. Every bit of lava, or pumice Ibne, 
they took up, was watched with a jealous eye. 
They aflced what ufe they could be applied to 5 
and when Mr. Brydone, in jeft, faid, that fome 
people in his country could extra6t gold from 
them, they wiflied to acquire this fecret, which, 
they obferved, would make them the richell peo- 
ple on earth. 

Our author, at laft, being apprehenfive that be 
might have carried the jell too far, by pretending 
to fay that gold could be ex traded from lava, 
left he ihould be importuned for a fecret he did 
not know, pulled out fome pieces of lava to the 
next. party he fell in with, and told them they 
were at their fervice. But they refufed, faying, 
they wifhed to the Virgin and*St. Agatha that he 
would take away the whole of it, as it had ruin«d 
the fineft country in all Sicily. 

One fellow, who aflumed a fuperior air of wif- 
dom and dignity to the reft, making his country^ 
.meiy form a circle round Air. Brydone, \ie%"^Tv \a 
iaurrogBtc b'lm with gre^t gravity and. ciit^v^- 
ure. He deHred to know, with IruvYi 2lT\^ '^^^• 
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cifion, what was the real motive for coming to 
vifU Etna J and when he was told, in one word, 
ciiriolity, he oblerved, a very pretty reafon truly. 
He was then quellioned as to his country, and 
whether he was a Chriftian. They knew not ' 
even where England lay, though one of them re- 
col le<?led that leveral Inglefe had at different 
times ]):nd vifits to Mount Etna, and that they 
could not find out the reafon, unlefs it was out 
cf refpciSl to an Englifh queen, who had burnt rn 
the v(/lcaiio for many years paft. Mr. Brydone 
was anxious to difcover ihe name of this queen, 
whom fuperftition had configned to fuch a pu- 
niihment 5 and with fome difficulty, found it was 
the unfortunate Anne Bullen, whofe imputed 
crime, in the eyes of the Catholics, was making a 
heretic of her hulband. And what became of 
Henry VIII. alked our author, furely he muft be 
here too ? Sicuro, " certainly," faid the moun- 
taineer, "and all his heretic fubjedls likewife; 
and if you are of that number, you need not be 
in fuch a hurry to ge^ thither, you will be furc 
ofitatlaft." . 

Soon after this cnrious converfation, they left 
Nicolofi, arid in lefs than two hours, travelling 
over a (lies and lava, they came to the Regione 
Sylvofa. As foon as they entered thofe delight- 
ful forefts,- they fcemedto be got into another 
world. The air, which before' was fultry and 
hot, was now cool and refrefhing, and every 
breezy came loaded with a thoufand perfume?^. 
Many parts of this region are furely the molt 
heavenly fpots on earth 5 andif Etna refembles 
heli within, it may, with equal' jullice, be fa>d to 
re/cjj/blG paradife vritlwuU 
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The woody region of Etna afcends for about 
eight or nine miles^ and forms a zone> or girdle, 
of the brighter verdure all round the mountain. 
After paffing through half this track, they took 
up their lodgings for the night in a cavern^ where 
they were enraptured with the profpeds, and 
feemed already to have been elevated above earth. 

This cave, which has received the name of 
La Spelonca dal Capriole, was furrounded by 
(lately oaks, of the dry leaves of which our tra« 
vellers made very comfortable beds, and with 
their branches kindled a good fire. The thermo- 
meter here had fallen below fixty, and the baro- 
meter flood at twenty-four degrees two minutes. 
At one extremity of the cave they found a large 
quantity of fnow, which was a very fortunate cir- 
cumflance for them, as no water was to be had in 
the vicinity. 

After returning to their beds of leaves, their 
reft was fomewhat diflurbcd by the noife of a 
mountain that lay a good way off, on their right. 
It had been formed by an eruption four years be- 
fore ; yet the fire was not yet extinguiihed, nor 
was the lava by any means cold. This lava fpent 
its fury on a beautiful foreft, which it laid wafte 
to a great extent. In their road, next day, they 
fcranibled over part of this lava, the furface of 
which appeared cold and folid^ though it was 
certain, that the internal part of the mafs was 
ftill hot and liquid. A folid body of fire, of fonie 
hundred feet in thickncfs^ requires many years to 
cool, particularly as the external air is excluded 
by the incruftation that fpeedily forms on its fur- 
face. 

By degrees they got above thtf re^votv o? N^^'t- 

tatioD, and looked haci on the forefts ot 'S*^.^^ 

Vql.XVL d ^VV 
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which now nppeared like a dark and glooroj 
gulf, cncompalling the mountain. The pro- 
fpe6t before them was wholly different. They 
beheld an expanfe of fnow and ice which alarm- 
ed them exceedingly, and almoft flaggered their 
refolution to proceed, thongh under the trufty 
guidance of the Cyclops. In the centre of this 
expanfe, but flill at a great diftance, they de- 
fcried the lofty fummit of the mountain, rearing 
its tremendous head, and vomiting out torrents 
of fmoke. It appeared, indeed, altogether inao- 
ceflible, from the vaft extent of the fields of Inow 
and ice that furrounded it. The Cyclops inrreaf- 
ed their apprehenfion, by informing them that it 
fometimes happened, that the furface of the 
mountain being hot below, melted the fno\v in 
parties. lar fpots, and formed pools of water, where 
it was impoflible to forefee the danger j that it 
like wife happened, that the furface of the water, 
as well ^s the fnow, was covered with black a Hies, 
which gnve a fallacious appearance of fecurity; 
but. he concluded by alfuring them of his utmoft 
caution for their prefervation. 

Accordingly, after a conference, they deter- 
mined to fend back their cattle to the foreil be- 
low, and to prepare to climb the fnows. This 
w^as about el^.ven at night. The Cyclops took a 
cheering draught of brandy, and bid them do the 
fame, as they had feven miles of fnow to pafs 
before they could reach the fummit. 

The al'cent for foaie time was not fteep ; and 

as the furface of the fnow funk a little, they had 

tolerable good footing; but as foon as it began 

to grow RcepcYt they found lhe\T\abo\\t increafe. 

//(^uever they cft^termined to peT^e.\ti\t. t?\\\\\% 

^^ mind that the eirjpcror AdrVan s^tvd \.Vv^ \)\\\\o- 
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foplK^r Plato had undergone the fame labour for 
the fame obje6t, to fee the fun rife from the top of 
Jitna. 

After incredible fatigue, intermixed with fomc 
pleafing profpeds, they arrived before dawn, at 
the ruins of an ancient ftru6ture, called II torre 
del Filofofo, fuppofed to have been built by the 
philofopher Empcdoclcs, who took up his habi- 
tation here, the better to ftudy the nat,ure of 
Mount Etna. By others, however, it is faid to 
be the ruins t)f a temple of Vulcan, whofe work- 
fliop, as all the world knows, was in Mount, Etna. 
Hore they refted for fome time, and made a 
frefli application to their liqueur bottle. The 
Iky was clear, and the imtnenfe vault of heaven 
appeared in awful majefty and fplendor. They 
found themfelves more flruck with veneration 
than belgw, and at firft were at a lofs to account 
for the catrffr; till they obferved with aftonidi- 
ment, that the number of flars fcemed to be in- 
finitely increafed, and their luftre doubled. The 
whitenefs of the mflky way was like a pure flame 
that (hot acrofs the heavens; and with the nak- 
ed eye they could difcoyer cluftcrs of ftars, that 
were invifible below. 

This was a natural confequcnce of having pafTed 
through ten or twelve thoufand feet of grofs va- 
pour, which blunts andconfufes every ray before 
it reaches the furface of the earth. They ex- 
claimed, what a glorious fituation for an obferv- 
atory. They regretted that Jupiter was not vili- 
ble, as they think it probable they might have 
difcovefed fomc of his fatellites with the naked 
eye, or at leafi Aviih a pocket telefco^ic. 

7'hey obferved a great way be\ovJ Oe\^vc\> ^ 

moving light, probab]y an ignis fd\\JLViS5 2itv^W^> 

D 2 Y\V^^'^ 
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like wife took notice of thofe meteors, called 
falling liars, which Hill appeared to be as much 
elevate J above them as when they were on the 
plain; fo that in. all probability, thofe bodies 
move in regions much beyond the bounds that 
philofophers have affigned to our atraofphcre. 

Having contemplated thefe objeds for fomc 
time with delight, they again fet off, and foon 
arrived at the foot of the great crater of the 
mountain. This is of an exad conical figure, 
and fifes equally on all fides. It is wholly com- 
pofed of afhes and other burnt materials, dif- 
charged from the mouth of the volcano within 
its centre. This conical mountain is of great 
magnitude -, its circumference cannot be lefs than 
ten miles. 

Here they found the mercury had fqnk to 20 
deg. 4{ min. and they took another refi, as the 
moft toilfome part of their journeys ftill remained. 
The mountain now became exceflively fieepj 
and though it was externally black, it was nevcf- 
thelefs covered vnih fnow, under a pretty thick 
layer of afhes, which, much facilitated their foot- 
ing on this frozen track. 

After about an hour*s climbing, they got to 
the terminaton of the fnow, and found a wann 
and grateful vapour i0uing from the mountain, 
which induced them to make another halt. Here 
the mercury ftood at 10 deg. 6| min. and the ther- 
mometer had funk to three degrees below the 
point of congelation. Before they left the fum- 
mit, it fell two degrees more. 

From this fpot it was only about three hundred 

j^/rrds to the highei^ peak, where they arrived in 

yb// time to fee the moll wondcii\3X ^lu^ l>3MC\\xsfc 

/^^/it that nature can prefent , 



^NX> 
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Bat here defcription rauft ever fall fliort, for 
no imagination has dared to form an idea of fo 
glorious and fo magnificent a fceue. Neither is 
there on the furface of the globe, any one point 
that unites fo many awful and fublime objects. 
The immenfe elevation from the furface of the 
earth, drawn, as it were, to a fingle point, with- 
out any other mountain for the fcnfcs and imagi- 
nation to reft on, and recover from their allonilh- 
ment in their way down to the world. This point, 
or pinnacle, raifed on the brink of a bottomlefs 
gulf, often difcharging rivers of fire, and throwing 
out burning rocks with a noife that aiiounds, and 
a force that often ihakes the whole ifland. Add 
to this the unbounded extent of the profped, com- 
prehending the greateftdiverfity and the moft beau- 
tiful fcenery in nature; with therifingfun advanc- 
ing in tlie eaft to illuminate the wondrous fcenc. 
The whole atmofphere, by degrees, kindled up 
and dimly ihewed the boundlefs landfcape. Both 
fea and land looked dark and confufed, as if on- 
ly emerging from their oi'icjinal chaos; and light 
and darknefs feemed ftill undivided, till the 
morning by degrees, advancing, completed the 
reparation. The ftars are extinguilhed, nnd the 
Hiades difappear. Xhf'.fordls, wiiicli juft before 
feemed black and bottomlefsguifs, from whence 
no ray was refledtcd, to thcw their former co- 
lours, appeared a new creation, rifing lo the 
fight, ca-tching life and beauty from every bright- 
ening beam. The fcenc ilill enlarges, and the 
horizon feems to expand iifelf on all fides, lill 
the glorious orb of day, riling in the enit, with 
his plaftic ray, completes the migbty ^cf^wc. is^ 
appears tAchament, and it is d\f^cu\\. Xv- evv.v 
cdve this is earth. The fenfes, uuacc^i&o•v\^cl^ ' 
JD 3 J 
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the fublimity of fuch a view, are bewildered and 
confounded ; and it is not till after fome time, 
that they are capable of feparating and judging 
of the objedts that compofe it. 

The body of the fun is fccn riiing from the 
ocean^ innraenfe tracks both of fea and land in« 
terveningi the iflands of Lipari, Panari, Alicudi, 
Strom bolo, and Volcano, with their fmoking 
fummits, appear beneath the fpe6tator's feet; and 
he looks down on the whole of Sicily, as on a 
map, in which he can trace every river through 
all its meanders, from its fource to its efflux* 
The view is abfolutely boundlefs on every fide, 
nor is there any objed within the circle of vifion 
to interrupt it, fo that the fight is every where 
lofl: in the immenfity ; and nothing but the ira- 
perfedkion of the organs of vifion can prevent a 
profped of the coafts of Africa, and even of 
Qreece, which are certainly above the horizon. 

Such is the animated pidure Mr. Brydone gives 
us of his pleafures and feelings on the fummit of 
Etna, the circumference of whofe vifible horizon 
cannot be lefs tlian two thoufand miles. 

At Malta, which is near two hundred miles 
diftant, they perceive all the eruptions from the 
fecond region ; and that ifland is often difcovered 
from about onehalf of the a6hial elevation of £tna> 
The mofl: beautiful part, however, of the fcene 
is certainly the mountain itfelf, the iiland of Si« 
cily, and the fmaller iflands that fpot the bofom 
qf the fca. All thefe, by a kind of magic in vi- 
£on, feem as if they were brought clofe round 
the ikirls of Etna } the diiilances apipearing reduc- 
jedfo nothing. 
The Bcgione Defcrta, or \.\ie ii\^\^ iwcv^ ^1 
^t/iio fira arrets the attention. U\^tftaV>^t^wiX 
V a circle of fnow and ice, wbich e^x.cii^^oTi^^ 
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fides to the diftance of about eight miles. In the 
centre of this circle, the great crater of the 
mountain rears its burning head; and the ex« 
tremes of intenfe cold^ and intenfe heat^ feem to 
be united in the fame point. 

This region is immediately fuccceded by thrf 
Begione Sylvofa, which forms a circle or girdle 
of the moft beautiful green, prefenting a remark- 
able contrail with the defert region. It is not 
fmooth and even, like the greateftpartof the lat- 
ter 5 but is finely variegated with an infinite num- 
ber of thofe delightful little mountains, that have 
been formed by the different eruptions of Etna. 

The circumference of this zone, or great circle, 
on Etna, is not lefs than feventy or eighty miles. 
It is every where fucceeded by vineyards, or- 
chards, and corn-fields, which compofe the Re- 
gione Culta, or fertile region. This laft zone is 
much broader than the others, and extends on all 
fides to the foot of the mountain. Its whole cir- 
cumference, according to Recupero, is one hun- 
dred and eighty-three miles. 

This laft track is likcwife covered with a num- 
ber of little conical or fpherical mountains, and 
exhibits a wonderful variety of forms and colours, 
yrhich make a delightful contraft with the fupe- 
rior regions. It is bounded by the £ea on the fouth 
and fouth-eaft, and on all other fides by the rivers 
Simetus and Alcantara, which almoft encircle it. 

On the fun's firft rifing, the Ihadow of the 
mountain extends itfelf acrofs the whole ifiand, 
and makes a large vifible track, even in the fea 
and in the air. By degrees this is ihortened, and 
in a little time is confined to the ne;\^\^\x\\io^^ 
of Etna. 
The prefeat crater of thi» imvAewfc V o\e^XN 
& sl^Ut three aulcs and a half iu dxcvcsxfe^^^ 
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It goes flielvlng down on each fide, and forms a 
regular hollow like a vaft amphitheatre. From 
many places of this fpace idue volumes of ful- 
phureous fmoke, which, being heavier than the 
circumambient air, indead of rifing in it, imme« 
diately, on its reaching the verge of the crater, 
rolls down the fide of the mountain like a tor- 
rent ; till reaching a part of the atmofphere 
of the fame fpecific gravity with itfelf, it Aioots 
off horizontally, and forms a large track in tlie 
air, in the diredion of the wind. 

The crater is fo hot, that it is dangerous, if not 
imponible, to delcend into it, and in many places 
the furface is fo foft, that there have been in- 
Itances of perfons finking down into it, and pay- 
ing for their temerity wijih their lives. Near 
the centre of the crater is the great moitth of the 
volcano, tliat tremendous gulf, fo celebrated in 
all ages, regarded both as the terror and fcourge 
of prefent and future life, by well-grounded fear 
or gloomy fuperftition. 

It was with a mixture of pleafure and pain, 
that our travellers quitted this awful fcene. But 
the wind had rifen very high, and clouds begao 
to colled round the mountain's head. In iliort, 
they expedqd tq have fipen a thunder-ltorm be* 
Death their feet, no unufual fight in this fitua- 
tion J but the clouds being difperfed by the winds, 
they loll this fublime profpcjd. 

A mulket tired here had no louder report than 
thatpfa pocket piftol; and in fadt, the thinner 
the air> the lefs mud the impreiiipn of found be 
on the ear. > 

Wj2ei}jhey,arjivtd2LXt\\& foot of the cone, 

^<?r obfhrved fome rocks oi sirv '\T\cTe^\>\*i ^\'ia.* 

t^uihad been difchargcd f rom tli^t ci«.\fcx>^xoW 



>.\1 
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Wy ages ago ; as the ruins of Torre del Filofofo, 
fo near the top of Etna, prove that few eruptions 
of any magnitude have rifen fo high in the 
mountain, for a period beyond hiflorical evidence. 

Empedocles^ to whom this ftrudure is afcribed, 
was a native of Agrigentum, and is fuppofed to 
have died about four hundred years before the 
Chridian era. He is faid to have thrown him- 
fclf headlong into the gulf of Etna, to confirm 
the idea that he was a god, by preventing people 
from accounting for his death ; but the treacher- 
ous mountain threw up his dippers, which were 
of brafs, and announced that he was only a mor- 
tal. 

Mr. Brydone, on leaving this ftupendous fcene, 
had the misfortune to flip on the ice, and fprain- 
ed his ankle to fuch a degree, that he was obliged 
to be fupported for fome way by two men. At 
laft they reached their mules, and took fome re- 
pofeonce more in the Spelonca del Capriole on a 
bed of leaves, which they thought a paradife af- 
ter all their fatigues. 

It was about fix in the morning when they 
left the fummit of Etna, and it was eight at 
sight before they reached Catania. They ob- 
fcrved, with mingled pleafure and pain, the 
change of the climate as they defcended. From 
the region of the moft rigid winter they foon 
arrived in that of the moft perfe6t fpring. On 
iirft entering the forefts, the trees were as naked 
as in December 5 but after defcending a few miles, 
they found themfelvei in the mildeft and the 
fofteft of cliipates; the trees in full verdure, and 
the fields covered with all the flowers oi \vxtc^tcvex . 
A^o /boner again had they left the wood^, ^tv\ 
Cfiteredtbe lower track, than the hcax* >Dfee«.vtt 
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altogether infupportable, and they fuffered dread- 
fully from it betbre tliey could reach Catania. 

Though the want ot a quadrant prevented our 
author from n^eafuring the height of Etna geo- 
metrically, from the moil accurate obfervations 
he could make, by means of the barometer, it did 
not exceed twelve thoufand feet perpendicular, or 
little more than two miles. 

It feems that philofophers are much divided on 
this fubjed, fome making it higher than the 
Andes, or indeed than any mountain on earth j 
and in general the altitude appears to be reckon- 
ed too high J though nothing would be ealier, 
with proper inftruments, than toafcertain it with 
precilion. 

The wiwd and our author's unfortunate fprain, 
in a great meafure prevented their eledrical ex- 
periments J however, they found near Nieololif 
and particularly on the top of Monpelieri, that 
the air was in a very favourable ftate for opera- 
tions of this kind. Here the little pith-ballsy, 
when infulated, were fenfibly affeded, and repel- 
led each other above an inch. It is extremely 
probable, indeed, that upon thefe mountains 
formed by eruptions, where the air is ftrongly im- 
pregnated with fulphureous effluvia, great elec- 
trical experiments might be made. And per- 
haps, of all the reafons afligned for the wonderful 
vegetation that is performed on Etna, there is none 
which contributes fo much towards it, as this con- 
ftant elcdrical ftate of the air j for, from a varie- 
ty of experiments, it has been found, that the 
quantity of the ele<!^rical matter has a very fen- 
£ble effect, hoih on vegetable and animal life. 
JEIedricity, indeed, may be cowMe^v^ ^s \V^ 
JBfreat vivifying principle o£ nature, \i>i ^V\e\v^^ 
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carries on her principal operations. It is a fifth 
element, dillinft from, and of a fuperior nature 
to, the other four, which compofe only the cor;)o- 
real parts of matter; but this fubtie nftive tluiJ 
is a kind of foul that pervades and quickens eve- 
ry particle of it*. 

So highly eleftric is the vapour of volcanog, 
that it has been obfcrvcd in fomc eruptions, both 
of Etna and Vefuvius, that the whole track of 
fmoke^ which fonietimes extended one hundred 
miles, produced the moft tremendous cftc6ls; 
killing ihepherds and flocks on the mountains, 
blafling trees, and fetting fire to houfes, whcic- 
cverit fell in with them on an elevated fituation. 

The variety of waters about Etna is very re- 
markable; fome are extremely cold, fomc nre 
periodical, and others are highly deleterious. 
Recupero informed them that about twenty yean 
ago a rent opened in the mountain, which for a 
a confiderable time fent forth fuch a mephitic va- 
pour, that, like the lake Avcrn us, birds were fuf- 
focatcd in flying over it. 

There are many caverns about Etna, wlicrc 
the air is infupportably cold, which ferves the 
peafants as ice-houfes. Kircher I'l^eaks of one 
capable of containing thirty thoufand men, where 
many people had been loft by their temerity in 

• There have been inftances of the human boJy becoming 
eleftrlc without the mediation of any cledlric fubftar.cc, and 
••4en emitting Ip.irks of fire with a dila^rccable fcnfr.tion, and 
an extreme degree of nervous fenfjhility. It is not unl kt;U, 
indeed, that many difeafcs originate from an cxtds oi ..wicti 
vf the electric principle in the conftitution. TKc rcN^vXtx-ie^ 
im jgin^ires, or hypochondrUc having too fma\\ a c^u wnx.'^ o\ 
this fire, ihould mcreafv it hv we iring fomc clcdiic ^uVi'iJc^Yvcc 
«cjrc their ik'm, fuch as Quimil iind filk. 
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advancing too far. One of thofe caverns flill re- 
tains the name of Proferpine^ from its being fup- 
pofed, by the ancients, the paifage by which Pla- 
to conveyed her into his dominions. 

This mountain is likewife celebrated for its ve- 
getable fiores. Among others are faid to be cin- 
namon, farfaparilla, falfafras, rhubarb, and pal- 
ma chriftiy from the feed of which caflor oil is 
cxtradted. 

There were, formerly, a great number of wild 
beafts in the woody region of Etna; but the 
number is now greatly reduced. They have 
^i\\, however, the wild boar, the roe-buck, and 
a kind of wild goat. The race of ftags, as well 
as of bears, is thought to be extin£i. 

The horfes and cattle of Mount Etna are 
efteemed the beft in Sicily. The cattle are of a 
very large fize, and their horns are of fuch ex- 
pan fion, that they are preferved as curiolities in 
ibme mufeums. 

Our travellers having fatisfied their curiofity 
on this mountain, fo illuftrious from remote an- 
tiquity to the prefent times, on the 31ft of May 
embarked on board a felucca for Syracufe. The 
wind was favourable, and they made a rapid pro- 
grefs. The view of Etna, during the whole of 
this voyage, was wonderfully fine, and the bold 
black coaft, formed, for near thirty miles, of the 
lava of that immenfe volcano, gave the moft aw- 
ful idea of its eruptions. 

The profpeft, indeed, of this mountain from 

the fea, is more complete and fatisfadory than 

any where on the ifland. The eye takes in a 

greater portion of the cltcYe', titvd the difierent 

regions are more diftina\y mw^^^ o\jx> \y^ >5M3i\ 
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different colours and proportions^ expofing at 
once every climate and feafon : 

Where bloflbm, fruits, aivd flowers together rife. 
And the whole year in gay confulion lies. 

They paffed the mouths of feveral rivers. The 
frft and moft confiderable was the Giarretta, pr 
river of St. Paul, forma-ly the Simetus/and, un- 
der that name, celebrated by the poets. This ri- 
ver was navigable in the time of the Romans. 
It takes its rife on the north fide of Etna, and 
furrounding the weft (kirts of the mountain, falls 
into the fea near the ruins of the ancient Mor- 
gantio. Near its mouth it throws up large quan- 
tities of fine amber, which is carefully colledted 
by the peafants, and brought to Catania, where 
it is manufactured into crolVes, beads, faints, and 
other articles, and fold at high prices to the fu- 
perfiitioas. 

The generation of amber has long been a con- 
troverted point among naturalifts. It is general- 
ly fuppofed to be a kind of gum, or bitumen, that 
iifues from the earth in a liquid ftate, and after- 
wards becomes indurated by expofure to the air. 

Not far from the mouth of the Simetus, are 
two of the largeft lakes in Sicily ; the Beviere 
and the Pantana ; the firft of which is fuppofed 
to hav6 been formed by Hercules -, and in confe- 
quence was reputed facred by the ancients. They 
are full of a variety of 6{h, one fpecies of which^ 
called MoUctti, is much efteemed. 

In a few hours failing, they came in fight of 
the city of Augufta, beautifully fituated on a 
ftnall ifiand, that was formeiYy ?l '^^\\YN\l>a^'a.. 
Both the city aud fortificalious a^a^t^it^ ^^^^v 
Vol. XVL E ^^\7i^\^ 
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tlerablc. Wiihin a few miles of this lie the ruins 
of Little Hybla, fo celebrated for its honf^y. 

Some time before their arrival at Syracufe, it 
fell a dead calm, and they fpied a fiiie turtle faft 
alltep on the fnrface of the water. This prize 
they hoped to have fecurcd j but while they were 
in the a6t of fcizing it, the turtle llipt through 
their fingers, and deprived them of their expcS:- 
ed lufcious banquet. 

Soon after, the remains of the mighty Syracuft 
appeared, the remembrance of whofe gloiy, mag* 
nificence, and illuilrious deeds, filled them with 
veneration. But how are the mighty fallen! 
This proud city, that vied with Rome herfelf, is 
now reduced to a heap of rubbifh j for what re« 
mains of it fcarcely deferves the name of a town. 
They rowed round the grcatert part of the walls, 
without feeing a human creature; thofe very 
walls that were the terror of the Roman arms; 
from whence Archimedes battered their fleets, 
and with his engines lifted their veiTels from 
the fea, and dafhed them againll the rocks. 

They found the interior part of the city agreec 
but too well with its external appearance. Ther 
was no inn to be found ; and after viiiting a 
the monafteries and religious fraternities^ f 
fearch of beds, they foumd them fo wretched 
mean and dirty, that they preferred flceping 
ftraw. 

They had introdudory letters to Count Gaf 
no, who.madc many apologies for not being ; 
to accommodate them with fuitable lodgiiigx; 
Id other refpe^ts, they were under many ob' 
t/o/js to him for his civilities. 
Of the four cities which composed t\\e^ 
^racufej then remains only 6n*>gva,l\\e"^ 
2 
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wbich is fitnated on an ifland, of the fame 
name, and contains about fourteen thoufand in- 
habitants. The ruins of the ollrer three, Tycha, 
Achradina, and Neapoli, are computed at twen- 
ty-two miles in circumference} but almoll the 
whole of tliis fpace is now converted into rich 
▼ineyards, orchards, and corn-fields. 

The principal remains of antiquity are, a thea- 
tre and amphitheatre, many fepulchres, the 
I*atoraie, the Catacombs, and the farhous Ear of 
Dionyfius, which it was impofTible to deftroy. 
The Latomie now forms a noble fubterraneous 
garden, and is, indeed, one of the moli beautiful 
and romantic (pots in the world. Mod of it is 
about one hundred feet below the furface of the 
earth, and of an incredible extent. The whole 
is hewn out of a rock as hard as marble, The 
bottom of this immenfe quarry, from which the 
greateft part of Syracufe was probably built, is 
now covered with an exceeding rich foil, and be- 
'ing fccnrc from every wind, produces fhrubs and 
fruit trees, of the utmolt luxuriance and beauty. 
The oranges, citrons, bergamots, pomegranates, 
olives, and figs, are of a remarkable iizc and fine 
quality. 

In this garden there is a variety of wild and 
romantic fcenes, in the midft of which they were 
forprifed by the appearance of a fignre under one 
of the caverns, that accorded with'the folemnity 
of the place. It was an aged man, with along 
jftowing beard that reached to his waift. His 
bands w;ere iliook by the palfy 3 his face was fur- 
rowed with years, and his locks fcanty and ^yey^ 
He fiipporfed himfelf o\\ a k\i\^ ol \i\\'|^\\w\s'^^^% 
Mnd from his neck hung a fov\^^oi\%x'^^^^^'^^ 
with a cruci^x. appended. 
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This venerable figure was the herniiit of tHe 
place, and belonged to a convent of Capuchins 
on the rock above -, but had now bid adieu to the 
upper worlds and was determined to fpend the 
relt of his life in this folitude, in prayer and pre- 
paration for heaven. They left fome money for 
him on the rock; for the Capuchins touch no 
money except with a pair of pincers, which coa* 
vey it to their fack or cowl, to carry to market. 

The Ear of Dionyiius is no lefs a monument of 
the ingenuity and magnificence, than of the cru- 
elty of that tyrant. It is a huge cavern, cut out 
of the folid rock, in the form of the human orgaa 
of hearing. The perpendicular height is about 
eighty feet, and the length is not lefs than two 
hundred and fifty. The cavern was faid to be con- 
trived fo that every found was colle6ted and united 
into one point, as into a focus, which was called 
the tympanum. Exa6tly oppofiie to this the tyrant 
had a fmall aperture, communicating with an 
apartment in which he ufed to conceal himfelf. 
To this opening he applied his ear, and is faid to 
have heard dii^indtly every word that was fpokea 
in the cavern below. 

No fooner was this apartment finifhed, and a 
proof made of it, than he put to death all the 
workmen employed in its fabrication. He thea 
confined all whom he fufpedted to be his enemies ; 
and by liftening to their converfation, detennin- 
edas to their guilt, and puniihed or acquitted them 
accordingly. 

As this chamber of Dionyfius is very high in 
the rock, and now totally inacceflible, they had 
not an opportunity of making proof oi 0(x\% cmV 
experiment. The echo in the Ear, Vvo^evt 
'i^odl^wus^ and (upGnot to any thing l\^^l 
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ever heard. The holes in the rock, to which the 
prifoners were chained, ftill remain, and even the 
lead and iron in feveral of them. 

The amphitheatre is in the form of a very ec- 
centric eilipfe, and is much ruined j but the thea- 
tre is fo entire, that moft of the gradini, or feats, 
ilill remain. Both thefe lie in that part of the 
city called Neapolis. 

ITiey fearched among the fepulchres, feveral of 
which are very elegant, for that of Archimedes, 
but could fee nothing refembliiig it. At his 
own delire, it was adorned with the figure of a 
fphere infer i bed in a cylinder j but had been loft 
by his ungrateful countrymen, even before the 
time that Cicero was queftor of Sicily. That 
great orator and phiiofopher, with an enthufiaftic 
admiration of the genius of Archimedes, urrder- 
«took the fearch for his tomb, and had the felici- 
ty to difcover it among fome brakes. 

The catacombs are little inferior to thofe of 
Kome or Nifples^ and are conftru6ted in the fame 
ftyle. There ara many remains of temples. A 
few columns fliew where that of Jupiter Olym- 
pius ftood. The temple of IVIinerva, now con- 
verted into a. cathedral, and dedicated to the 
Virgin, is almofi ('ntire. 

As the celebrated fountain of Arethiifa has 
ever been looked upop as. one of the greateft cu- 
riofities of Syracufe, our travellers were anxious 
to viiit it. 

This fountain- was dedicated to Diana, who 
had a magnificent tempie near it, where great 
tcftivals were annually. celebrated. They found 
a number of nymphs, u\> Vo vVt.\jwi.v?i»^^^\NVv% 
tbeir garaients In it ; but X\\e.fe nn^\^ xn^^ vi'l^x'^^ 
E '6 
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na's train^ and they had no realbn to dreid the fate 
of A6ksRon and Alpheus. 

Arethuia is indeed an alloniihing foantain; 
and rifes at once out of the earth to the lize of a 
river. The poetical fidions concerning it are nu- 
merous. Many of the people here believe, to this 
day, that it is the identical river Arethufa, which 
links under ground, near Olympla in Greece, and 
continuing its courfe for five or fix hundred miles 
below the ocean, rifes again in this fpot. 

In confirmation of this, it is faid, that after the 
great facrifices at Olympia, the blood of which 
fell into that river, the waters of Arethufa rofe 
for feveral days tinged,' with red. This, like ma- 
ny modern miracles, was probably a trick of the 
priefls. Thofe of Diana had the charge of the 
fountain of Arethufa ; and no doubt were much 
interefted in fupporting the credit of their god- 
defs. 

At a little diftance from Arethufa, is a large 
fpring of frefh water, that boils up in the fea- It 
is called Occhi di Zilica, or Alpheus, and is fa- 
bled by the poets to have purfued Arethufa below 
the fea all the way to Sicily. This probably did 
not exill in very early ages, as the moft ancient 
authors do not mention it. 

Syracufe has two harbours, thelargcft of whicF 
on the fouth-weft lide of Ortigia, is reckoned fi 
miles round. It is faid by Diodorus to have re 
almod into the heart of the city; and the ent 
was fo ftrongly fortified, that the Roman flc( 
could never penetrate it. 

The fmaJler port is on the north-caft of Oi 
^A7y aad is Jikewifc recorded to have beeu Yi\^ 
^^taawcated. 
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Near this port, they ihe'w the fpot where the 
boufe of Archimedes, ftood; and likewife the 
tower from whence he is faid to have fet fire to 
the Roman galleys with his burning glaifes ; a 
llory long believed, but now generally exploded, 
cnlefs the powers of the ancient fpecula were 
much fuperior to any that modern times have 
prodiieed. Our author, however, thinks this 
might have been effe6ted by means of common 
looking glalTes, or highly polifhed plates of me- 
tal. 

Our travellers were foon tired of Syracufe, 
which was the mod wretched of all wretched 
l^aces they had ever fcen. To contraft its former 
magnificence with its prefent raeannefs, is a me- 
lancholy talk. The mighty Syracufe, the mod 
opulent and powerful of all the Grecian cities, 
which, by its fingle ftrength, was at diflerent times 
a match for Carthage and Rome, and contained 
within its own walls fleets and armies, that 
were the terror of the world, is now reduced 
below the confequence of the mod infignificant 
burgh. Even its few remaining inhabitants are 
covered with filth and difeafc, and miferable be- 
yond dcfcription. 

The want of any decent or even tolerable 
accommodation in Syracufe, induced them to 
abridge their day in it 5 and accordingly they 
bired a Maltefe fporanaro to carry them to that 
ifland. This is a fmall fix-oared boat, made en- 
tirely for.fpeed, to avoid the African corfairs, with 
which thofe feas are infeded. 

On the 2d of June they left the Mat^lQteQ^ ct^ 
great port of Syracufe •, at\d OciOM^ ^^ ^^^^^ 
was contrary and pretty fttOT\2,»\i^ ^vcA.cii^o^wvc 
tlicygot on at the rale of io\^t m\\a^ ^^^"j 
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Soon after the wind became favourable, but 
fpeedily increaling to a hurricane, they were in 
danger of being overfet, and ran for (belter to 
Cape PaiTero. 

Cape Paflero, anciently Pachinus, is the remot- 
eft and moll foutherly point of Sicily. It is a 
fmall ifland about a mile in circumference, with a 
fort and fmall garrifon, to protc6t tlie neighbour- 
ing country from the Barbary rovers. 

As there is no other habitation of any kind on 
this lleril fpot, they refrelhed themfelves in a 
fmall cavern ; and then fallied out to examine the 
face of the country, when they found the foil 
and produdions wholly changed. Neither corn 
nor wine grew here ; but the fields were adorned 
with an infinite variety of flowers and flirubs, and 
the rocks were entirely covered with capers, then 
fit for gathering. 

Here too they found, in the greateft perfe6tion, 
that beautiful flirub, the palmeta, refcmbling a 
fmall palm tree, with a very elegant flower 3 but 
unfortunately the feeds were not ripe. 

As foon as it was dark, Ihey got on board their 
little velTel, and rowed out about one hundred 
yards to fea, that they might be fafe from the 
attacks or the natives in the night, who were re- 
prefented as little better than favages. Still, 
however, they had the Turkifli corfairs to fear, 
and on that and other accounts, they pailed a ve- 
ry uncomfortable night. 

In the morning an ofpcer from Cape Paflero 

vifited them, who pretended to be weather wife, 

and aflTured them that thiey muft relinquifli all 

thoughts of getting farther till the full of the 

njoon^ which Xad jurt enterecj her lecoiidcva?^ 
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fame afternoon the wind became propitious, and 
they immediately got under fail. 

In a fhort time they came in light of a fulphu- 
reous lake, the fmell of which was fo flrong, that 
it was perceived at the diflance of more than a 
mile. The water boiled up with violence in many 
places, though the heat at the banks is very in- 
confiderable. Our author is of opinion that this 
is the celebrated Camerina, which ^neas ftw im- 
mediately after palling Pachynus, and which 
Virgil fays the fates had decreed Ihould never be 
drained. 

This coUe^ion of water is furrounded with a 
variety of line evergreens and flowering Ihrubs, 
of which the palmeta and the arbutus are the moll 
beautiful. Here they faw a great many wild 
fowl 5 but could not get near enough to (hoot 
any of them. They killed, however, a black 
ihake, which Mr. Brydone thinks, anfwered the 
dcfcription of the afp. They difleded the tongue, 
and found the end of it Iharp like a fling, and en- 
tertained little doubt but the animal ufed it for 
that purpofe, though it is generally believed by 
satnralifts^ that the ferpent race convey their 
poifon through their teeth. This fnake, how- 
ever, had no teeth, but only very hard gums. 

About fun-fet the wind died away ; the coaft 
of Sicily began to recede, and they foon found 
themfelves in the ocean. It was a dead calm, and 
the moon Ihone bright on the waters. The waves, 
^om the late florm, were ftill high, but fmooth 
and «ven, and followed one another with a flow 
and meafured flow. 

In the iBoriiing, no land -was \tv ^\^^» ^^n^^^.- 
oa, which is the polar ftar of vWfe ^^'^^. '^'^^^' 
bad DOW a fine breeze, and about fes^ \^ >^^ ' 
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ternoon, they reached the city of Valetta. The 
approach of the ifland is very tine, though the 
fhore is rather low and rocky. It is every where 
made inaccedible to an enenny^ by an infinite 
jiumber of fortifications. 

The entry into the port is very narrow, and 
commanded by a ftrong caftle on each fide*. 
They were hailed from the fhore, and obliged to 
give a flridt account of themfelves* The EngliCb 
conful foon condudled them to an elegant inn, 
and they found theriifelves once more in a land 
of elegance and fplendor. 

Theinduftryof the Maltefcjin cultivating their 
little ifland, is inconceivable. Not an inch of 
ground is any where loft, and where there is not 
foil enough, they have tranfported it by (hips and 
boats from Sicily. The whole country is full of 
inclofures of free f!one, confequently has a naked 
afpeft, and in fummer refleds fuch light and heat 
as to be very difagreeable and ofFenlive'to the 
eyes. 

The ifland is covered with country houfes and 
villages, befides feven cities; but Valetta and 
Civila Ve9chia alone deferve that appellation. 
Every village has a noble chmch, and indeed, 
the religious flrn6tures are eminently beautiful. 

Malta docs not produce corn enough to fup- 
port its inhabiiants one half of the year. The 
crop they moft depend upon is cotton, which is 
fown and reapedMn four months. Their oranges 
are the fineft in the world, and arc in feafon for 
feven months in the year. Many of them are of 
the red kind -, and our author was told, that they 



rA?(v> we 



As Malta, has already more tbnn oncet'aWtuuvAw '^*'- 
[ we /hall confine ouiielvcs to what ap^eit^ fca^^i 
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were produced from the common orange bud, in- 
grafted on the pomegranate ftock. The juice is 
as red as blood, and of a remarkably fine flavour. 
The greatcft part of their crop is fent in prefents 
to the different courts of Europe, and to the rela- 
tions of the chevaliers. It was not without a 
good deal of diflSculty that our travellers procur- 
ed a few chefts for fome of thdr Italian friends. 

The evening after their arrival, they were en- 
tertained with the departure of a Mal.tefe fqua- 
dron, to affift the French againfl the bay of Tunis, 
who had fallen under the difpleafure of the grand 
xnonarque, becaufe he refufed to deliver up fome 
Corfican llaves. This fquadron confided of three 
gallies, each carrying from feven to nine hundred 
men; with about thirty knights j and feveral 
galliots and fcampavias. Though thefe chevaliers 
are under vows of celibacy and chaftity, they pay 
little regard to the latter j and kept making fig- 
nals all the way to their miftreffes, who were la- 
menting their departure from the baftions. Num- 
bers of boats attended this expedition at its out 
fctting ; the ramparts and fortifications were 
crowded with company ; and the fort refounded 
with the difcharges of heavy artillery, which were 
aofwered by the galleys and galliots, as they left 
the harbour. 

The fortifications of Malta are chiefly cut out 
of the folid rock, and are really ftupendous. All 
the boafted catacombs of Rome and Naples are 
mere trifles, compared to the immenfe excavations 
that have been made in this little ifland. 

One half of Etna was cleat\y ipe\cc^\\\A^ i\Ci\si 
Hence, though two huridred l\2iV\2Lti xsv\\^^ ^^'v- 
wts and they were affured Xii^X. Vt^^ ^^^ 'i.^^ 
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eruptions of that mountain the whole ifland Is 
illuminated and often (hook. 

As the city of Valetta is built upon a hill, none 
of the ftreets, except the key, are level. They are 
all paved with white flone, which is extremely 
injurious to the eyes. The principal buildings 
are the palace of the grand mafter, the infirmary, 
the arfenal, the hotels of the Seven Tongues, the 
great church of St. John, and the palace of the 
grand mafter, whofe name was Pinto, and to 
whom our travellers had the honour to be intro- 
duced. He was of a Portuguefe family, and had 
been upwards of thirty years at the head of that 
little ftate. He received them with great polite- 
nefs, and was happy to hear that they had alfo 
vilited his native country, which he confidered as 
clofely conne£ted with Britain. 

Though almoft ninety years of age, he retained 
all the faculties of his mind iJi perfeftion, and 
managed every thing without the afliftance of a 
minifter. Confidering his age, his a6tivity and 
quicknefs in bulinefs were truly wonderful. 

His houfehold attendance and court are all 
princely 5 and, as grand mafter of Malta, he h 
more abfolute, and poftefles more power than 
moft fovereign princes. His titles are. Serene 
Highnefs and Eminence 5 and as he has the difpo- 
fal of all lucrative offices, he models his councils 
as he pleafes. 

The grand mafter is chofen by a committee of 
twenty-one, which committee is nominated by 
the feven nations, three out of each nation. The 
ele6tlon muft be finished in three days from the 
dA7th of the Jaft grand mailer •, and during that 
/p^ce, all is bu/ilc. cabal, aui ii:vU\cMt, 
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two iflands of Malta and Gozzo contain 

. one hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants, 

the land force is equal to the whole number 

iHen fit to bear arms; for all are foluiers when 
.quired. Their fea force confilis of a great 
aumber of veffels of different delcriptions, all 
well manned and equipped. 

The catacombs, near the ancient city of Meli- 
ta, about the centre of theifland, are an iinmenle 
work. They are faid to extend fifteen miles un- 
der ground, and to coufifl of fo many labyrinths, 
that it is dangerous to venture too far in them. 

At no great difiance from Meiita is a fmall 
church, dedicated to St. Paul ; and jud by a tin- 
tue of the faint, with a viper on his hand, fup- 
pofed to be placed on the very fpot where the houfe 
flood in which he was received after his fhip- 
wreck, and where he fhook off the innoxious fer- 
pent into the fire. 

The Maltefe believe that the apoflle at that 
time freed the ifland from venomous animals for 
ever; and the fad is certain, that none are now 
to be found here 3 nor will they live, if imported 
from other countries. 

Adjoining to the church is the celebrated grot- 
to, in which the faint was imprifoned, which is 
fiUl regarded with the utmod reverence and ve« 
neration. It is extremely damp, and produces a 
whitiQi kind of fione or petrifadion, which being 
reduced into a powder, is faid to be a fovereign re- 
medy in many difeafes. However this may be, 
whether faith ef!"e6ts a cure, or whether it has I'peci- 
fic virtues, certain it is that every houfe iulh^v(V^\A 
is provided with this remedy, aud rn^ti^ >ooiw^s cJl 
It are annually exported. Wbat tua^ \i^ t^q,ox^« 
edasa Oandiag miracle, if true, \s V\i3A., tvov«\x>D.- 
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(landing this perpetual confumption, it has never 
been exhauftt'd, nor even fenlibly diminiflied. 

Our travellers were pefmitted to fill their poc- 
kets with this wonderful ftonc. It taftcs Tike 
coarfe magnefia, and is efleeracd (tidoritic, and a 
certain remedy againft the bite of all venomous 
animals. In the fmall-pox and fevers, it is given 
to the quantity of a tea-fpoonful or two, with 
much fervice. 

Notwithllanding the natural bigotry of the 
Maltefe, the fpirit of toleration has fo far prevail- 
ed, that they have allowed a mofque to their 
fworn enemies, the Turks j nor are their poor 
flaves, of thc'Mahometan faith, dillurbed in the 
exercife of their religion. 

Perhaps Malta is the only country in the world 
where dwelling is permitted by law. As the 
whole eflabllfliment of this (ingular fociety is 
originally founded on the wild and romantic 
principles of chivalry, they have never been able 
to abolilh fingle combats j but they have laid 
them under inch rellridions as greatly lelfen their 
danger. The duellifts are obliged to decide their 
quarrel in one particular llreet of the cityj and 
they mull likewife, under the feverett penalties, 
put up their i words, when ordered fo to do by a 
*womany a prujU or a knight. 

Under fucli limitations, one would almoft ima- 
gine that a duel could never end in blood ; how- 
ever, this is not the cafe, as our author counted 
about twenty crofles painted on the wall, oppofite 
to which a knight had fallen. 
A few months before ov\r travellers arrived 
Aere, two knights had a dUpute 2l\. ?i\i\\\\^\\ \.^- 
'A?. Oijc of them, after giving ^ ?»x^^^ ^^"^V ^^ 
"fu^ye hnj^uaBQ. added a Wow •, ^>uV. \^ vVe;^^' 
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nifhment of all Malta, in whofe annals tbere'is 
not a fimilar inftance, after fo great a provocation, 
abfolutely rcfufed to fight his antoganitt. The 
challenge was repeated, yet ftrll he declined. In 
confcquence, he was condemned to make the 
amende bonorable, in the great church of St. John, 
for forty-five days fucceffively 3 then to be confin- 
ed in a dungeon for five years without light, and 
afterwar(fs to remain a prifoner in the caftle for 
life. The young man too, who received the blow, 
not having an opportunity of wiping off the af- 
front in the blood of his enemy, was likewife^in 
difgrace. 

This anecdote may ferve tb fhew the romantic 
principles that a6luate thisfociety, which has now 
fubfifted for feveri hundred years; and as it was 
the firft born of chivalry, fo it has long furvived 
every other child of this vifionary parent. 

The weather at Malta is frequently fo clear and 
fcrene, that not a cloud is to be feen in the Iky. 
'Mr. Brydone was charmed with the beautiful ap- 
pearance which the heavens exhibited for fome 
time after fun-fet. The eaftern part of the hori-^ 
zon appeared of a rich deep purple, and the 
weftern in the tnic .yellow glow of Claude Lor- 
rain. The heat, however is very intenfe ; the 
thermometer commonly (landing in the beginning 
of June at 75 or 'jG degrees. 

They left the port of Malta on the pth of June, 
in a fporonaro, and coafling along the ifland, 
took a view of its north port, its fori ificat ions, 
and lazaretto. The mortars, cut out of the rocks 
near the different creeks, whexe. 2l ^olty^xV^'Cxc^^ 
wight be attempted, are treme.t\4o\i^ ^ ci^Vs. TV^ 
moatbs of fome of them are i\i iecV v^\^^s "^^ 

Fa. ^' 



52 



BRYDONBft TOUR. 



! 

I 



they are faid to be capable of throwing an aflo 
niihing quantity of common balls or iiones. 

The diftance from Malta to Gozzo is not abov 
four or five miles, and between them lies th 
very fmall iiland of Commino. Gozzo is fuppol 
ed to be the celebrated ifle of Calypfoj but i 
muft be totally changed, or elfe it never anfwei 
ed the defcriptions of Homer and Fenelon. 

As they failed along the coaH, they looked i: 
Vain for the grotto of the goddefs ; neither couI< 
they fee the verdant banks eternally covered wit] 
flowers, nor the lofty trees, ever in bloflbm, tha 
aDbrded a fhade to the facred baths. 

Finding their hopes frudrated, and that th 
ifle of Calypfo afforded nothing to recompenfi 
their trouble of invefligating it, they launche 
farther into the deep ; and night coming on, the; 
wrapped themfelves up in their cloaks, and flep 
moll comfortably. 

Next morning, they had a diflant view of Si 
cily, and a little before fun-fet, they landed oppo 
fite to Ragufa, not far from the ruins of the Lit 
tie Hybla. Here they found a fine fandy beaci 
and excellent bathing. 

After Tapper .they again launched their barS 
and put to Tea with a propitious gale. By noon 
next day, they reached the celebrated port o 
Agri gen turn, the captain of which gave them i 
polite reception, and accompanied them to thi 
city, iitaated on the top of a mountain, abou 
four miles from the harbour. The road on eacl 
Dde wafi bordered by a row of exceeding larg 
American aloes, many of wbicVv -wctt Xhexi ti 
blow, and made the mod beav\X\?u\ «Ly^catw\' 
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curious plants, in that climate, always blowed 
the iixth year, and for the moll part in the fifth. 

The city of Agrigentum, now Grigenti, is ir- 
regular and ill built, but enjoys a delightful fitu- 
ation, little inferior to that of Gk^noa. It contains 
only about twenty thoufand inhabitants, though 
in ancient times its population amounted tonear- 
ly a million. 

Here the Canonico Spoto, to whom they were 
recommended by Mr. Hamilton, gave our travel- 
lers a kind and hofpitable reception, and infilled 
on their being his gur^fts. 

The ruins of the ancient city of Agrigentum 
lie about a fhort mile from the modern one. 
Thefe, like the ruins of Syracufe, are moftly con- 
verted into corri-ficlds, vineyards, and orchards; 
but the remains of the temples are much more 
remarkable. Of the temple of Venus, almoft one 
half exifis. The t6i!nple of Concord has not yet 
loft a fingle column. It appears, by an infcrip- 
tion, to have been built by the people of Lilibi- 
tani, probably after liavrng defeated the Agrigcn- 
tines. 

Thefe temples are prec^fely in the fame llyle 
and after the fame model. They are fupported 
by thirteen large fluted Doric columns, on each 
(ide, and fix at each end. 

The temple of Hercules is wholly in ruins, but 
appears to have been of much fuperior magnitude 
to the former. It was here that the celebrated 
ftatue of Hercules fiood, fo much celebrated by 
Cicero; which the natives of Agrigentum "de- 
fended with fuch refolution fvonv lUe. x^^'JwQxcs^'s* 
Verves. In this tcm\^\G, YiV^^x^^y^'^'^'^'^'^^^^'^^ 
painting by Zetjxis, reprefenun^^wcvi\t:"s.\^'^ 
radJej ' killing the 'two ferpeuU. ^ 

F3 ^ 
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Near to this lie the ruins of the temple of Ju- 
piter Olympus, fuppofed to have been the largeft 
in the heathen world. It is now called the 
Giant's Temple, as the people cannot conceive 
that fuch immenfe maffes of rock could ever be 
raifed by the hands of common men. The frag- 
ments of the columns are indeed enormous, and 
give a vaU idea of the fabric. It is faid to have 
^ood till the year 1100 3 but is now a perfed 
ruin. 

There are alfo the ruins of many more temples, 
particularly that of Juno, which hiftory tells us 
contained one of the mod famous pictures of an- 
tiquity, from the pencil of Zeuxis, who, deter- 
mined to produce a model of human perfection, 
aifembled all the fined women of Agngentum, 
who were even ambitious to appear naked before 
him, and from their blended cnarms he produced 
a perfcft whole. This, which was regarded as 
his mailer-piece, was unfortunately burnt when 
the Carthaginians took Agrigentum. 

The ancient walls of the city are moftly cut out 
of the rock. The catacombs and fepulchres are 
very grand. One of the latter is particularly 
worthy of notice, as it is mentioned by Polybius, 
as being oppofite to the temple of Hercules, and 
to have been ftruck with lightning in his time. 
It is the monument of Tero, king of Agrigen- 
tum, one of the firft of the Sicilian tyrants, and 
is nearly entire, though the infcriptions are obli- 
terated. 

Air thefe mighty ruins of Agrigentum, and 
the whole oiounfain on whkb \1 ftatv<i^> are com- 
po/ed of B concretion of fea-lheWs ivxxi Vo^t^«» 
odccmeotedbv a kind of ^nd ot stweVxiw 



agnificence of Agrigentum are amazing, 
rus fays, that the great veiTels for holding 
were commonly of filvcr, and the litters 
irriages of ivory, richly adorned, 
the I3tb, they vilited the great church, iu 
U a beautiful piece in alto relievo, on white 
!, reprefenting boar hunting/and thought 
equal to any thing of the kind in Italy, 
hurch is farther remarkable for a lingular 
foraething in the manner of our whifpering 
r at St. Paul's, though more difficult to be 
ited for. If a p^^rlbn (lands at the welt 
md another places himfclf on the cornice, 
moft diflant part of the church, exadlly 
I the great altar, they can hold a converfa- 
i I'ery low whifpers. 

many years this Angularity was little 
I ; and feveral of the cqnfefling chairs be- 
iced near the great altar, ibme wags, who 
a the ferret, ufed to ftittiou theuifelvcs at 
>or of the cathedral, and by this means 
every word tliat palfed between the peni- 
id the confefTor. In confequence of this, 
oft fecret intrigues were difcovered j and 
MToman in Agrigentum changed either her 
t or her confefibr. Yet ftill it was the 
ill the caufewas found oat, and precautions 
to prevent the difcovery of thefe facred my* 

coantry round Agrigenlvvm \s ^^\'^\S»i> 
'ngcorn, wine, andoii iu t\\e^T^\fc^*2^s^^^* 
ad the fields are, at iW. feu\€i nIvcbr, ^^'^^^- 

a variety of the fiueft iT>3AV»» ^^ 
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oranges, lemons, pomegranates, almonds, and pif- 
tachio nuts. 

On the 15th of June, Mr. Br}'donc and his 
friends dined with the bifhop, by invitation, and 
found that the ancient charadter of the Agrigcn- 
tines, for hofpitality and good living, was not loft. 
There were thirty perlbns at table, and perhaps 
not lefs than one hundred di flies of meat, aU 
dreflfed with the richeft and nsoft delicate fauces. 

The Sicilians ate of every thing, and endea- 
voured to make their guefts do the fame. The 
company was remarkably merry, and many of 
tl^em got half feas over before they rofe from 
table.* They bogged our travellers to make a 
bowl of pi:noh, iu which they fucceeded fo much 
to the liking of thf. company, that the bowl was 
frequentlv repleniihed. 

In fliort, thel'e reverend fathers of the church 
did nor feem to place much dependance on faft- 
ing.and prayer. One of them told Mr. Brydone, 
that if lie wonld ftay with them a little while, 
they wonld corivrnce "him they were the happicft 
fellows on earth. *' We have exploded," faid he, 
* from our fyilem, every thing that is difmal and 
melancholy; and are perfuaded, that of all the 
roads in the nniverfe, the road to heaven muft be 
the moft pleafant, and the lenft gloomy : if it be 
not fo,'* added hfe, " God have mercy on us, for 
I am- afraid we iball never get thrre. Abfti- 
neucr,^ continued the divine, " from innocent 
and lawful pleafures we rc<'kon one of the gre:«tcft 
fin«, and guard againtt it with the utmoft carej 
and I an) pretty fure, that it is a fin for which 
/jone of us here will ever be damneci." 

This was not the fivft Vivne,, otm ^mx\vw \«:- 
ninrksj thnt he met with this Y\\>«tuvic ^v^xSx 
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among the Roman Catholic clergy. There is fo 
much nonfeafe and mummery in their \vor(hip, 
that they are afraid led flrangers fhoald believe 
they are ierious^ and perhaps too ol'ten ily to the 
oppofite extreme. 

The prefence of the bifhop did not check, but 
rather increafed, the jt)llity of the company. He 
was a man highly and defervedly refpcded, and 
behaved with the greatell eafe and politenel's. 
Though not forty years of age, he had got the 
richelt bifhopric in the kingdom. He was a good 
fcholar, and his genius was in no refped inferior 
to his erudition. 

After taking leave of their jolly friends at 
Agrigentum, they embarked in a Iporonaro at 
the new port. The weather then was fine ; but 
after fun-fet» the Iky began to be overcaft, and in 
a fhort time the whole atnoofphere appeared fiery 
and threatening. The wind rofe to a llorm, and 
they were glad to put back to Agrigentum, 
nrhich they at lad reached in fafety, about one in 
the morning. 

They now ananimoully agreed to have nothing 
more to do w;ith fporonaros, and fent immediately 
to engage mules to carry them over the noountains 
to Palermo. After travelling about twenty miles 
along a road, where their guides conftantly terri- 
ied them with iiories of robbers and banditti, 
hey arrived at a wretched place, where they rc- 
frellied themfelves. 

However, they found the country eminently 
)eautiful, wild, and romantic. The fertility of 
nany of the ph'ms is truly aftonifluu^, ».w^ \N» 
I'as with reafon the Romans called l\v\% \^?a\^ 
the granary of thtiv empire/' Wexc vX. c:\x\<\- 
cd to the utmofi, it fiill would be xVvc ^xe;^ 
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granary of Europe. Yet the peafants are poor 
and wretched above expreflion. This milcry 
arifes from -the baneful influence of arbitrary go- 
vernment," which impovcriflies a country thatna- 
iiirc fpontaneoufly made rich. 

Palenuo, where they arrived on the ipth of 
June, is the great capital of Sicily j and for re- 
gularity, uniformity, and n.-atnefs, is worthy of 
its defiination. The approach to this city is fine. 
The alleys are planted with fruit trees, and large 
Amf?rican aloes in full blow. 

As I here was but one inn in Palermo, our tra- 
vellers were obliged to pay five ducats a day for 
very iiulifiCtt-nt lodgings. The landlady was a 
Boify Frciicliwoman, who peftered them with 
her Impertinenrf and vanity. Our author draws 
a fine, caricature of her ; but we feel little intc- 
relt in copying ihe pifture, however faithful 
it may be. All French women are nearly the 
fame, in whatever part of the woi*ld they live. 
Pert, vain, and intriguing, they are ever diftiu- 
■guilhcd from the natives of oiher countries^ and 
pridf' themlelves on being fo. 

Palermo is built on an excelleat plan. The 
four great ftrcets interfed each other in the cen- 
tre rsf the city, where they form a handfome 
ffjnnre, called the Ottangolo, adorned with ele- 
gant uniform buildings. From the centre of this 
fquare the principal llrects, and the four gates of 
the city, wliic!) terminate them, are all viliblej 
the fynimetrv and beauty of which produce a fine 
efie6t. The dininetcr of the city is about a mile: 
the Icffcr lireets, in general, run parallel to the 
^rf3t ones. Some of the gaVea we eXe-^-a^tvl ij\c<!es 
of archhedturt. The Pona "EeWce o^«.\\s vo SJafe 
Marino, a deJi^htful walk, wbicYi cotift:\v>xv«& w^^ 
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of the chief pka lures of the nobility of Palermo. 
It is bounded on one fide by the city wall, and on 
the other by the fea, from which there is always 
a plenfant breeze. In the cfcntre of the Marino 
ftands an elegant temple, which, during the rum- 
mer months, is made ufe of as an orchelba for 
mufic. The concerts begin at midnight, and at 
that time the walk is crowded with carriages, 
and people on foot. The better to favour in- 
trigue, there is an order, that no perfon fliall pre- 
fume to carry a light with him on the Marino. 
The flambeaux are, therefore, extinguiflied at 
the Porta Felice, where, the fervants wait for the 
return of the carriages ; ^nd the company gene- 
rally continue an hour or two together in utter 
darknefs. The concert finiflies about two in the 
morning, when the company retire. 

Every night there are various converfaziones. 
There is a general one fupported by the nobility, 
which opens every evening at fun-fet, and conti- 
nues till midnight. This meeting really dclVrves 
its appellation j whereas, in mod parts of Itnly, 
people affemble at the converfaziones to play at 
cards, and eat ice. 

What appears lingular is, that no fooner is a 
lady of quality brought to bed thanconverfatibna 
are held in her apartment every niglit. Our tra- 
vellers, foon after their arrival at Palermo, were 
given to underfland that the Princefs of Paterno 
had been delivered, and that it was'abfolutely in- 
cumbent on them to pay their refpeds to her. 

Accordingly, that they might not be reckoned 

anpolite, they went about fun-fet, and iov\^^\.\\& 

princefs /It ting up in her bed, in an cXt'JSixw v\\\« 

dre/s, with a number of Ijer friends ^\iov\X.Vv^t, 

Id this happy climate, child-bearluc fecu\s v.o \: 
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divefted of all its terrors, and is confidered merely 
as a party of pleafure. 

The Sicilian ladies marry at thirteen or four- 
teen, and are foraetimes grandmothers before they 
are thirty. Our travellers were introduced to the 
I^rincefs Partana, who had a great number of 
children, and who Hill appeared fo young, that 
they adually miilook her, at firll, for her eldcft 
daughter. 

Mr. Brydone fays, tl:at here they contradcd 
an acquaintance with many fenfible and agree- 
able people, which made them regret to leave the 
place. The natives appeared frank and fin- 
cere, and poflefled of unaffe6icd politenefs. The 
viceroy fet the pattern of hofpitality, and was 
followed by the reft of the nobles. He was an 
amiable, agreeable man, and was much, beloved 
by the people. Mr. Brydone and his friends fre- 
quented his aflemblies, and fcveral times dined 
with him. 

The Sicilian cookery is a mixture of the French 
and Spaniih, and the olio ftill preferves its rank 
and dignity in the centre of the table, furround- 
ed by a great number of fricafees, fricandeaus, 
ragouts, and pet de loupes, like a grave Spanifh 
don among a ciowd of little fmart marquifles. 
People of fafliion are very magnificent in their 
entertainments 3 but moft particularly in their 
deferts and ices. They are commonly temperate 
in regard to wine 5 but fince they have learned 
the Englifh mode of toafting the ladies, they are 
more free in their potations than formerly. 

The Sicilians have always had the chara^er of 

bf^/ag very amorous, and not "wvihout reafon. 

TViev are a. nation of noels, aiv^ a tv\^ti ^^w^^ 
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celebrating her praifes. Soft pieces of muiic and 
poetry ufed to be performed, or fung, under their 
miftrefies* wipdows; but ferenading is lefs in 
faQiion than when they had a more intimate con- 
ne6tion with the Spaniards. At one period it 
was wittily f%id, that no perfon could pafs for a 
roan of gallahtry who had not got a cold, and 
was fure never to fucceed in making love> unlefs 
it was done in a hoarfe voice. 

But the ladies of the prefent times are not fo 
rigid to their fuiters, nor do they expe^ to meet 
with fuch painful devotion. They are, in gene- 
ral, fufficiently free in their manners, though fe- 
male licentioufnefs has by no means reached the 
height it has done in Italy. Though the efta- 
bli&ment of cicilbeos is pretty general, our au- 
thor met with feveral amiable indances of the 
pureft conjugal love and fidelity. Yet, he fays, 
fuch fights are rare on the continent, which may 
be imputed to the ftyle in which young people 
are brought up. 

In La Bagaria and U Colle, two diftrids ad- 
joining Palermo on the eaft and the well, the no- 
bility have many country houfes. Our travellers 
vifited feveral of them. A villa belonging to a 
prince arreted their attention, more for its iingu- 
larity than its real merits. Its pofTeiTor, a man 
of immenfe fortune, had devoted his whole life to 
the ftudy of monfters and chimeras, greater and 
more ridiculous than ever entered into the ima- 
gination of the moil romantic writers. 

The amazing crowd of flatues that furround his 

houfe, appear, at a diftance, like a little army 

drawn up for its defence; but, orv ^^^xo^Oo^v^^^ 

the whole appears like the regxous oi ^^vx^\c>tw wv\ 

eacbaatmeat } fiur^ of all the imtawife ^xo^m^ 

Vol. XVI. g V>aR 
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there is not a iiDgle reprefentation of buj thing 
in nature j nor is the abfurdity of the wretched 
imagination, that created them, lefs afiooiihing 
than its fertility. The heads of men are joined 
to the bodies of every fort of animal ; and the 
heads of every other animal to the bodies of men. 
Sometimes five or fiic animals, that have no fort 
of refemblance in nature, are compounded. The 
head of a lion is fixed on the neck of a goofe, the 
body of a lizard, the legs of a goat, and the tail 
of a fox. On the back of this monHer he puts 
another, if poflible, ftill more hideous, with five 
or fix heads, and a bufh of horns. Indeed, there 
is no kind of horn in the world that he has not 
colleded$ and his pleafure is to fee them all 
ilourifhing on the fame head. 

The ftatues that adorn, or rather deform, the 
great avenue and the court of the palace belong- 
ing to this whimfical prince, amount to i\x hun- 
dred ; «nd of the whole number there is not the 
likenefs of any thing in heaven above, or in earth 
beneath. 

Tlfe infidc of this enchanted caftle exactly 
correfponds with the out. Some of the apart-* 
ments are fpacious and magnificent, with high 
arched roofs, which, inltead of plaifter or flucco, 
are entirely compofed of large mirrors, nicely 
joined together. The effect which thefe produce 
is that of a magnifying glafs^ fo that when three 
or four people are walking below, there is always 
the appearance of as many hundreds walking 
above. 

The doors are covered with fmall pieces of 
mirror, cat into the moft fauVSL^vc {hapes, and 
//JteimJxed with a great vmcty oi cT>j&a\ ;«w\ 
£Ja/ij of different colows* Aiix5;«c\Mxnxit>j-\;v«w»v 
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windows, and fide boards are crowded with pyra- 
mids and pillars of tea-pots, caudle-cups, bowls, 
tea-cups and faucets, ftrongly cemented together. 
• The windows are compofed of panes of glafs, 
of every colour in the rainbow, without either 
order or regularity. The houfe clock is cafed in 
the body of a ftatue, and the eyes of the figure, 
moving with the pendulum, alternately turning 
up their white and black, make a hideous ap- 
pearance. 

The prince's bed-chamber and drefling-room 
contain almod every animal on earth, cut in 
marble, and coloured to nature. There are alfo 
many bafts not iefs fingularly imagined than the 
flatnes. Some of thefe make a handfome profile 
on one fide, and reprefent a Ikeleton on the other. 

The family ftatues, which are really fine, have 
been tricked out in new and whimfical fuits of 
marble, that produce a moft laughable efFeft. 
The fhoes are all of black marble"; the ftockings 
generally of red 5 and the clothes of different co- 
lours, blue, green, and variegated, with a rich 
lace of giall antique. 

The author and owner of this lingular collec- 
tion is a poor miferable lean figure, fiiivering at 
a breeze, and feemingly afraid to fpeak to any 
one; yet, notwithftanding the marked infanity 
of his actions, h« will converfe fpecioufly, and is 
perfe£tly innocent. Being likewife immenfely 
rich, and expending fuch confiderable fums in the 
creation of monfters, which give bread to num- 
bers, government, though provoked at his abfur- 
dities, has forborne interfering) though his hide- 
ous Values have been theoccauouof fevetA\\\vcv^ 
mongers being produced* 

G 2 Yvcv^v^ 
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Finding thcmfelves quite dooQeHicated at Pa* 
lermo, they daily viiited fbme remarkable place. 
On the 30th of June, they went to fee a celebrat- 
ed convent of Capuchins, about a mile without 
the city. The burial-place is a great curiofity. 
It is a vaft fubterraneous apartment, divided into 
large commodious galleries, the walls of which 
are hollowed out into ni'ches, all filled with dead 
bodies fet on their legs, and fixed by the back to 
the infide of the recefs. They are all drefTed ia 
their ufual clothes^ and form a moH venerable 
affemhly. 

The ifkin ard mufcles, by a certain preparation^ 
become as dry and hard as a piece of dock fifli ; 
and though many of the bodies have been dead 
upwards of two hundred and fifty years, nono 
are yet reduced to Ikeletons. 

Here the people of Palermo pay frequent vifiti 
to their deceafed relations, and rccal, with a me- 
lancholy pleafure and regret, the fcenes of their 
pall life: here they familiarize themfelves with 
their future ftate, and chufe the company they 
would wifh to keep in the other world. 

Thefe vifits muft prove admirable lefTons of 
humility 5 nor is the fight fo full of horror as 
might be imagined. The corpfe^s are faid to re« 
tain a flrong likenefs of their original features 
for many ages. The colours, it is true, are;faded j 
and the pencil does not appear very flattering } 
but fiill it is the pencil of truth, and not of a 
mercenary, who only firives to pleafe. 

Some of the Capuchins fleep in thofe galleries 
every night, and pretend to have many wonder- 
/uJ vifions and revelatioua •, bwl ic« %ys^ ct^-iix 
A? their £AioQs. 



BRYDONJBS TpUH. 65 

No woman is ever admitted into this convent, 
cither dead or alive; and this interdidion is writ- ' 
ten in large characters over the gate. This pre- 
caution is perhaps neceifary^ as the monks are 
faid to be fufficiently frail^ when expofed to the 
ilighteft temptation. i 

Many of the churches of Palermo are extreme- 
ly rich and magnificent. The cathedral is a ve- 
nerable Gothic building, fupported by eighty 
columns of oriental granite^ and divided into a 
. great number of chapels, fome of which are ex*- 
treraely rich, particularly that of St. Rofolia, the 
patronefs of the city, who is held in greater ve- 
neration here than the Holy Trinity, or even the 
Virgin herfelf. 

The relics of this faint are preferved in a large 
filver box, curioufly wrought, and enriched with 
precious ttoncs. They perform many miracles, 
avert the plague, and other fimilar fervices. In 
iliort, the credit of St. Rofolia is as high at Pa*- 
lermo, as that of St. Agatha at Catania. 

The other riches of this church confift of fome 
bones of St. Peter, and an arm of St. John the 
Baptift. There is likewife a jaw bone of prodi- 
gious efficacy. 

The n&onuments of their Norman kings, feve- 
ral of whom lie buried here, are of the fineft por- 
phyry; fome of ihem near (even hundred years 
old, and not ill executed for that era. Oppofite 
to thefe is a tabernacle of lapis lazuli, about fif- 
teen feet high, and finely ornamented. Some of 
the prefents made to St. Rofolia are of confider*. 
able value. The facrifty too is very rich. 

The Jefuits* church is equa\ in raai^ti\^teevQ.t.Vsi 
any thing of the kind iii Italy. TW CV^v^^-a^ ^^ 
Fallazzo is vfhoWj incrufted ONCt m\Xv ^.tv^^^'^" 

Q 3 \SW^'t'2^ 



xnofaic, and the vaulted roof is dccorat© 
milar ftyle. 

The cnthcdral of Monrealc, about fi 
dif^ant from the city, is likewife covei 
mofaic, at an incredible expencc. In it 
ral porphyry and marble monuments of 
kings of Sicily. This pile was built by 
the Good, whofe memory is ftill held in j 
Deration among the Sicilians. 

The Archbifhop of Monreale was rega 
faint, and it appears that he deferred beai 
better than moft of thofe in the calen< 
his vaft income he referved no more tc 
than enough to procure the plained fare 
reft being devoted to charitable, piou9> ar 
ttfes. The people almoft adored him : as i 
along, they crowded round him to receiv 
nediSion, which was efteemed more ei 
than that of the pope ; and it was feldc 
companied with fomething more fubftan 
words. No diftrefled objed ever met 
without being relieved, nor was any put 
ever fuffered to languifli for want of fuj 

The feaft of St. Rofolia approaching, g 
parations were made for celebrating it 
utmoft magnificence, and our travellers \ 
vailed on to prolong their ftay, that th^ 
be prefent at this fplendid exhibition, 
vithftanding the fame of this faint, and 
vent adorations that were paid her, Mr. 
could not make out any confident hiltoi 
He was referred to legends which varit 
and to an epic poem, of which ihe is the 
From ihe latter it appears that (he was 
Wnjiam the Good. TbaV ft\e \>e^'Mi ^ 
to difphy ijrmptoms ol hw uub:\t>( v \ 
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fifteen, flie defertcd the world, and difclaimed all 
human fociety. She then retired to the moun- 
taini on the weft of Palermo, and was never 
heard of more for ^ve hundred years. She dif- 
appeared about 1J59, and it was imagined by 
the common people that ihe was taken up into 
heaven ; till, in l624, daring a violent plague, a 
holy man had a vliion, that the faint's bones were 
lying in a cave near the top of the Mount Pele- 
grino. In this trance he learned, that if the re- 
mains of the faint were taken up with due reve- 
rence, and carried in proceflion thrice round the 
wails of the dty, the plague would immediately 
ceafe. 

I/ittle attention was at firfl paid to the viiion 
of this holy man, and he was looked upon as lit- 
tle better than a dreamer; however, he perfifled 
in his ftory, grew noify, and found adherents. 
The magiflrates, at bft, fent to the fpot he indi- 
cated, and the mighty difcovery was made. The 
facred bones were found — the city was freed from 
the plague — ^and St. Rofolia became the greateft 
faint in the calendar. Churches were reared, al- 
tars were dedicated, and mini()ers appointed to 
this new divinity, whofe dignity and confequence 
have fince been fupportcd at an incredible ei^- 
peDce« 

The people of fafliion, however, hold the fu- 
perftition of the vulgar in great contempt ; and, 
perhaps, that very fuperftition is one principal 
canfe of their infidelity. A refined and cultivat- 
ed underftanding, fhocked at the folly of the 
mob, thinks it cannot poflibly recede too far from 
it ; and is often tempted to fly to the veTy o^tjc^* 
Jlrie extreme. When reafon is mucVi o^txv^^Ci. ^X. 
.mr P^niciilar dogma, of feitU, o; aO^ oi ^o\^^^ 
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fhe is but too apt> in the midft of her difgofl, to 
reject the whole. HeDce deifm is mod prevaleot 
in thofe countries, where the people are the wild« 
eft enthufiails and the moft bigotted. 

On the 8th of July, the firocc wind began to 
blow. The two preceding days had been uncom- 
monly cool^ the mercury never being higher than 
7^2 ^^* When our traveller got up in the 
morning of that day, he had no fufpicion of any 
change ; but» on opening the door, the firfl blaft 
felt like the burning fleam from the mouth of an 
oven. The whole atmofphere feemed to be in a 
fiame. On going in at another door, lefs expofed 
to the wind, they found the heat more fupport- 
able, but iliU as if they had been in a fweating 
flove. 

In a few minutes they felt every fibre greatly 
relaxed, and the pores opened to fuch a degree, 
that they expeded foon to be thrown into a pro- 
fufe fweat. The thermometer then flood at 112 
deg. and the air was heavy and thick, which 
alone rendered .moving about pradticable. 

After being almofl diifolved by this piercing 
heat, about three in the afternoon, the wind 
changed all at once almofl to the oppofite point 
of the compafs, and the tranfition from heat to 
cold was as fudden as that from cold to heat had 
been. In a fhort time the thermometer funk to 
82, a degree of heat that in England would be 
thought barely fupportablej yet all night they 
were obliged, by the fenfe of cold, after their 
pores had been fo much opened, to keep up the 
glafles of their coach. 

This fcorching wind feldom lafls more than 
tbirtjr-rGx hours at once j and d\inti^\\&cQxi>AT«v. 
M^ccj not a mtivG is to be fceu 3i\jio2L^»x»Afc^* 



BRTDOKB'S TOUR. Og 

died by urgent bufinefs. All their doors 
indows are clofe (hut, to prevent the exter- 
r from entering j and the fervants are con- 
f employed in fprinkling the apartments 
irater, to preferve the air in as temperate a 
« poffible. By tbefe means people of faihion 
uffer very little from the firocc, except from 
n6i confinement to which ;t fubjeds them. 
18 worthy of remark, that, notwithftanding 
orching heat of this wind> it has never been 
Q to produce any epidemical difiempers, nor 
1 any bad confcqnences whatever to the 
I of the people. It is true, they feel ex- 
\y weak and relaxed; but this is of no long 
ion, as the cool breeze foon braces them up 
. Whereas, in Naples and many othex 
I of Italy, where it is apparently Icfs violent, 
iften followed by putrid di (orders, and never 

produce almod a general deje^ftion of fpi- 
Therc, however, the firocc lafls for many 
and fometimes for weeks 5 fo that as its 
B are different, it probably proceeds from a 
BOt caufe. 

r author met with an old man here who had 
5D on the firocc, and who maintains, that it 
£ame wind which fweeps the Tandy deferts 
abia, where it fometimes proves mortal in 
»cc of half an hour. He alleges, that it is 

1 in its paifage over the fea, which entirely 
08 it of its fatal effedU before it reaches Si« 

tcr the firocc was over, the grafs and plants 
jad been green the day before were become 
brown, and crackled undej tbeix fc-^X ^A\i 
5d aa oveo. 
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On the 9ih, they had the honour of being pre- 
fent at a great entertainment in the palace of the 
Prince of Partana, from the balcony of which the 
viceroy reviewed a fine regiment of Swifs. The 
grenadiers were furnifhed with falfe grenade^ 
which produced every effeft of real on^, except 
that of doing mifchief. The throwing of thcfc 
fcemed to entertain mod. When a number of 
them fell together among a crowds they defended 
themfelves very dexteroufly with their hats, and 
the only damage fuftained was the iingeing of a 
few caps and wigs. 

The company at the Prince Partana's was bril- 
liant, and the entertainment noble. It confided 
principally of ices, creams, chocolate, fweetmeat8» 
and fruit, of which there was great variety. Some 
played at cards; the reft amufed themfelves in 
converfation, and walking on the terrace. The 
young prince and princefs, who were very ami- 
able, with feveral of their companions, played at 
crofs purpofes, and other fimilar games. 

Our countrymen were joyfully admitted of 
this cheerful little circle, where they anmfed 
themfelves very agreeably for feveral hours. They 
found the young ladies eafy, affable, and unafie^- 
ed. Here the mothers Ihew a proper confidends 
in their daughters, and allow their real charafters 
to form and to ripen. Some of the ^milies at 
Palermo live in the practice of all the domeftic 
virtues, and appear altogether Bngliih. 

About five in the afternoon of the 12th, the 

feftival of Rofolia, which had^been fo long ex- 

peded, began by the triumph of that faint, who 

was drawn with great pomp tVvtovx^V\ the centre 

i^ftAe city. The triumphal cat ^^^ y^xfxx^^\s^ 
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a troop of horfe, with trumpets and kettle-drums j 
and all the city officers in their gala uniforms. 

The car was a moft enormous machine: it 
meafiured feventy feet long, thirty wide, and up- 
wards of eighty high; and as it palfed along» 
overtopped the loftieft houfes of Palermo. The 
form of its lower part was galley-fliaped, fwelling 
as it advanced in height, while the front was like 
an amphitheatre, with feats filled with a numer* 
ous band of mu^cians. Behind this was a large 
dome^ fupported by fix Corinthian pillars, and 
adorned with a number of faints and angels. On 
the fummit of the dome ftood the gigantic filver 
flatue of the faint herfelf. The whole machine 
was dre0ed out with orange-trees and flower-pots. 

The car flopped every fifty or fix ty yards, when 
the orcheflra performed a piece of mufic, with 
fongs in honour of the faint. 

This vaft fabric was drawn by fifty -fix mules, 
in two rows, curioufly caparifoned, and mounted 
by twenty-eight poftillions, drefled in gold and 
filver flufls, with large plumes of oftrich feathers 
in their hats. Every window and balcony was 
filled with well-drefled people, and an immenfe 
crowd of plebeians followed the car. The tri- 
umph, as it is called, lafled about three hours> 
and was fucceeded by the beautiful illumination 
of the Marino, about a mile in length. 
^ Oppofite to the centre of this great line of 
light, a magnificent pavillion was ereded for the 
viceroy and his company, which confifted of the 
whole nobility of Palermo -, and on the front of 
this, at a little diflance from the fea, flood the 
great £reworks, reprefenting one fide o^ 2l ^2\?LCfc» 
adorned with columns, arches, trophies, 2lxv^ ever} 
omameDtofarchiuetuxe. All the ZiebccVLS>«,^W«'^^» 
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galliots, and other ihipping, were ranged roanc 
this place, and formed a kind of amphitheatre in 
the lea, incloling it in the centre. 

Thefe began by a difcharge of the whole ol 
their artillery, the found of which re-echoing from 
the mountains, produced a very noble effcGt; and 
after this they played off a variety of water roc- 
kets, and bombs of a curious con(bru6tion, that 
often burll below water. This continued for the 
fpace of half an hour ; when, in an inftant, the 
whole of the palace was beautifully illuminated. 
At the fame time, the fountains^ that were reprc- 
fented in the court before the palace, began to 
fpout fire, and made a reprefentation of fome of 
the great jet d*eaux of Verfailles and Marly. Ai 
foon as thefe were extinguiftied, the court aifum- 
ed the form of a great parterre, adorned with a 
variety of palm-trees of fire, interfperfed with 
orange-trees, flower-pots, and vafes. 

At once the illumination of thefe and the pa- 
lace ceafed, when the front of the latter broke 
into the appearance of a variety of funs, fiarsy 
and wheels of fire, which foon reduced it to a 
perfeft ruin And when all appeared to have va- 
nifhed, there burll from the centre of the pile a 
. vaft explofion of two thoufand rockets, bombs, 
ferpents, fquibs, and^ devils, which feemed to fill 
the whole atmofphere, the fall of which made 
terrible havoc among the clothes of the vulgar, 
who could not afford ftielter ; but proved a won- 
derful amufement to the nobili ty, who were theni« 
felves fecure. 

Danijg this exhibition, they were handfomdy 

entertained with coffee, kca, tvitcXrcvt;iU» and a 

variety of excellent wines, in V.\\c %Tt?L\. ^^ni^aw 

io the centre of the Matiuo, ^\. xJaR ^t^^^^ 
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the Dake of Caftellaoo, the pretor, or mayor, of 
the city. The principal nobility give iixnilar en- 
tertainments every night during the feliival, by 
turns i and vie with each other in their magnifi- 
cence. 

The fireworks being finifhed, the viceroy put 
to fea in a galley richly illuminated. It was 
rowed by feventy-two oars, and made one of the 
mod beautiful objeds imaginable, flying with 
vafl velocity over the fmooth and glafTv furface 
of the water, which fhoue round it like a flamcy 
aod refieded its fpl^ndor on all lides. 

A numerous band of muiicians was.dationed 
on the prow. 

This day*8 entertainment was concluded by the 
Corfo, which began at midnight^ and lalted till 
two in the morning. 

The great flreet was illuminated in the fame 
magnificeot manner as the Marino. The arches 
and pyramids were ereded at fmall diilances on 
Loth fides of the flrcet j and when viewed from 
either of the gates^ appeared a continued line of 
▼ivid flame. 

Two lines of coaches occupied the fpace be- 
tween thefe two lines of illumination. They 
were in complete gala ; and as they open from the 
niddle, and let down on each fide, there was an 
dvantageous difplay of the beauty of the ladiei, 
he richnefs of their drefs, and the brilliance of 
leir jewels. 

This bc;*ntiful train moved flowly round and 
ond, for the fpace of two hours, and every pcr- 
1 fecmed animated with a defire of refiedting 
• happine/i received. The comv^itv^ vs.v^t;iA^\ 
Joy and cxuJiatioD j and the ia\t^^\vt^ ^^v^\. 
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fparkled from every eye, was communicated by a 
kind of fympathy tlirough the wliole. 

In fuch an aflembly it was impoflible for the 
heart not to dilate and expand itfelf ; and our 
author fays, his was often fo full, that he has 
fometimes feen a tragedy with lefs emotion than 
this fcene of joy. Pomp and parade were wholly 
laid a(ide, and every look fpoke affe6tion and 
friendihip. ** If fuperftition often produces fuch 
efFeds, I fincerely wifli," fays Mr. Brydone» 
" that we had a little more of it amongft our« 
felves. I could have paid homage to St. Rofolia, 
and bleffed her for making fo many people happy." 

On the 13 th, the fpedtacles were renewed, 
though with lefs brilliancy ; nor was it pofiiblc 
to prevent a falling off, both in the difplay and 
in the eager tade to be pleafed. Pleafures may 
be equally exquiiite in themfelves, and beauties 
equally attraftive, but the fatiated appetite will 
enjoy them lefs than when every pulfe beat high, 
with defire^ and every throb was full of expe6ta- 
tion. 

The entertainment of this day commenced 
with horferaces, of which there were three ; and 
fix horfes flarted in each. Thefe were mounted 
by boys of about twelve years of age, without 
either faddle or bridle, and onhr a fnvall bit of 
cord in the horfe*s month, which it feems is fuf- 
ficient to Hop him. Tlic great ftrcet was the 
courfej and it was cover< d, on purpofe, a few 
inches deep in mould. 

The firing of a cannon announced the moment 

of ftarting $ and the horfes, as if they undcrfiood 

the^gnal, fet oiFatfulI fpeed. From Porto Fe* 

//«? to Porto Nuovo is cxa&Vy ^ «vvV> ^w^ \S»\ 
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was performed in a minute and thirty-five feconds, 
which, confidering the fmall fize of the horfes, 
was reckoned very great. They arc generally 
Barbs^ or a mixed breed between the Barb and 
the Sicilian. 

The moment before darting, the ftrect appear- 
ed fall of people, nc^ did the crewd open till the 
horfes were almoft clofe upon it ; when the peo- 
ple, by a regular uniform motion^ from one end 
of the flrcet to the other, fell back without bulllc 
or confufion> and the race went on. Some few 
accidents, however, happened, and from appear- 
ances, many more might have been apprehended. 

The vi^or was conducted along the ilreet in 
triumph, with his prize difplayed before him. 
This was a piece of white filk, embroidered and 
worked with gold. 

The great ftreet was illominatcd, a» on the pre- 
ceding night 5 and the grand converfation of the 
nobles was held at the archbi(hop*s palace, which 
was elegantly fitted up on the occaHon. 

About ten o'clock the triumphal car marched 
back again, in procefiion, to the Marino. It was 
richly illuminated with large wax tapers, and 
made a moft formidable figure. Don Quixotte 
would have taken it for an enchanted caftle mov- 
ing through the air. 

The 14th, the illuminations were very grand. 
The two great ftreets, and the four city gates 
which terminate them, made the mod fplendid 
appearance. The fquare, called La Piazza Ot- 
tangolare, was richly ornamented with tapeftry, 
flatues, and artificial fiowers ; and as the build- 
ings, which form its four fides, ate wtv\forKv> 2:^^ 
ofs beautiful arcbitc6ture, it made a ^t^xv^ ^\^- 
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play. Fonr orchcftras were crcScd in ii 
provided with tnuficians. 

From the centre of this fqiiare is a view 
lermo in all its giory 3 and, indeed, the e 
produces is very great. Some of the devices 
were feen on thegat«t8, reprefented trophies, 
rial bearings, and genii, which liad a fiae ' 

The converfation of the nobler was held 
viceroy's palace, and the entertainment w 
portionably magnificent to the rank of th 
ion who gave it. The great fireworks, o] 
to the front of the palace, began at ten o 
and ended at midnight, when thofe of the 
commenced, and continued till two in the 
ing. The laft part of the entertainment | 
our travellers mod, and^ indeed, was th 
part that reached the heart. 

The fireworks again reprefented the ft 
ft palace, of. great extent, illuminated in 
brilliant (ky\c. It was feen to great adv: 
from the balconies of the flate apartments, 
viceroy's palace. 

On the 15th there was a repetition • 
horferaces, which, our author fays, ke d 
much admire, particularly as a poor creata 
rode down, and killed. 

The great aflembly was held at the , 
Monarchia's, an officer of high truft and d 
Here they bad an entertainment and a a 
At eleven at night, the company on foot \s 
vifit the great fquare and the cathedral 
though the city was all a flame of light, tl 
vauts of the viceroy and nobility attended. 
tvax ilHmbeauiLf to (hew tUe way. 
The crowd round the cV\m\ cV\ was v^.t^ ^tt 
wU/fout the prcfence ttt* the vvccio^ , vv^o' 
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been impoffiblc to procure admiflion. On entering 
the great gate, one of the moft magnificent fights 
in the world opened on their view. The whole 
church appeared a flame of light, which, refle6ted 
from ten thoufand bright and fbining furfaces» 
of different colour and at different angles, pro- 
duced, an effed which exceeded all the defcrip- 
tions of enchantment in poefy and romance. 
Human art could not devife any thing more 
^leodid. The whole church, walls, roof, and 
pilldrs, were entirely covered with mirrors, inter- 
fptrfed with gold and filver paper, and artificial 
nower$, done up with great tafte and elegance. 
Add to this fine fcene, twenty thoufand wax- ta- 
pers, and fome faint conception may be formed 
of this fplendid exhibition. 

This fpedtacle was too glaring to bear any con- 
fiderable time ; and the heat occafioned by the 
immenfe number of lights, foon became intolera- 
ble. There were upwards of five hundred luf- 
tres, and twenty-eight altars, all dreflfedout with 
the utmofl magnificence, particularly the high 
altar. / 

On this part of ^bc exhibition, the people of 
Palermo value themfelves moi^^ and, indeed, with 
region they may -, for it is difficult to annex to it 
an adequate idea of grandeur and majefty. 

On the l6th was a full illumination of all the 
fireets. Tlie aflfembly was held at the pretor's, 
where there was an elegant entertainment and a 
concert . Some of the bell performers of the ope* 
ra were prefent. 

The fertival was now drawing neat to a cXo^^^* 

Tb^ great proceiTwn, which term\t\2LV:es VV^ ^^* 

gcantry, began al)out ten in the ^vetmi^ \^. ^'^^ 

fend from odier proceffions on\7 ux Oc^v%, <^' 

H 3 V^^ 
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beiides all the priells, friars, and religions < 

i of the city, there were placed, at equal difl 

I from each other, ten lofty macliines of wwi 

I pafteboard, ornameiUed in an elegant mann> 

I prefentiiig temples, tabernacles, and a vari< 

beautiful pieces of arcliitedure. Thcfe wci 

niOied by the di^erent convents and religioi 

ternities, wlio vie with each other, in the ri< 

and elegance of the work. Some of thci 

cot Icfs than fixty feet high. They are 

with figufcs of faints and angels, made oi 

fo natural, and fo admirably painted, that 

of them feem to be really alive. All th< 

gures are prepared by the nuns, and are d 

out in rich robes of gold and (ilver tiifue. 

A great (ilver box, containing the bones 

Rofolia,. clofed the proceflion. It was carri 

thirty-fix of the moft refpedtable burgefles > 

city, who look upon this as an office of the 

eft honour. The archbifliop walked \h 

giving his benedidion to the people as hep 

No fooncr had the proceOion iinilhed th( 

of the great fquare, before the pretofs p 

than the fountain in the centre, one of the 

eft and fineft in Europe, was converted i 

fountain of fire, throwing it up on all ii 

the moft fuperb ftyle. This only lafted i 

minutes, and was extinguiflied by a vaft c 

£00, which concluded the whole. As thi 

altogether unexpected, it produced a fine 1 

And farprifed the fpe6lators more than any 4 

jfrand fireworks had done. 

A mutual and friendly congratulatior 

tbrough the whole affemb\y, viVivcVi ^cio^ 

parted} and the fol\owin?;Aa7 ^nct^ v>k\ 
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toral order. Every body was fatigued and ex- 
banded with the perpetual watching, fading, . 
and dilBpatloo of five fncceflive days. However, 
twraiubor obferves^ that every one Teemed liigVi- 
Jjr delighted with the entertainments of the feaft 
of St. Rofolia; and indeed they appear to be fu- 
perior to the mod fplendid exhibitions of this 
kind in Catholic countries. 

This fccne of feftivity being at an end, Mr. 
Brydonc employed the few days he remained in 
•Faiermo afterwards, in invedigating the antiqui- 
ties of Sicily, which are chiefly interefting to 
the daffic; and in paying vifits, and making ex«« 
curfions. 

On the 20th of July, they walked up to the 
IVIonte Pelegrino, to pay their refpeds to St. Ro- 
folia. It was a very fatiguing expedition. The 
iJionntain is extremely high, and fo very deep, 
that the road up to it is, very properly, called the 
Stair. Before the difoovery of St. Rofolia, it was 
confidered as quite inacceffiblcj but a road is 
now cut, at a vaft expence, through precipices aU 
mofl perpendicular. 

They found the faint lying In her grotto in the 
Tcry attitude in which ihe was faid to be difco- 
vercd f her head gently reclining on her hand, 
and a crucifix before her. This ftatue is of the 
fineft white marble, and of exquiiite workman- 
ihip. It is placed in the inner part of the cavern, 
on the very fame fpot where the faint expired. 
It reprcfents a lovely young girl, of fifteen, in 
the. aft of devotion. The artift has contrived to 
throw fomething extremely touchm^ \v\Ui \.\i^^ 
countenance and air of this beautiixA I^^Vvi^. ^^ 
h covered with a roller of bealca ^o\^> "axv^ 
mdomed with fomc valuable j^Nve^ft. "^^^ ^"^ 
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is of conliderable extent, and extremdy 
fo that the poor faint muft have had a vc 
comfortable habitation. A church is no^ 
round it, and priefls appointed to watc 
thefe precious relics, and to receive the oh 
of pilgrims. 

An infcription, graved by the hand of S 
folia herfelf, was found in a cave in 
i Quefquina, at a confiderable didance frc 
I mountain. It is faid flie was dii^urbed in 
treat there, and had wandered from the 
Mount Pelcgrino, as a more retired and in; 
ble place. The infcription will afford a fp 
pf the faint's Latinity. 

EGO ROSOLIA 

SINIBALDI C^isqui 

N£ £T ROSARUM 

DOMINI FiLIA AMORE 

DEI MEI JESU 

CHRIST! 

IN HOC « 

^ ANTRO HABITARI DECREVI. 

I After Rofolia was frightened from tl 

I where this infcription was found, flie wa 
^ heard of more, till her bones were found 
i five hundred years after, in this place. 

The profpe6k from the top of Mount I 
330 is beautiful and extenfive. Mod of t 
pari ijQands are perceptible in a clear da 
likewife a large portion of Etna, though 
diilaace of the whole length of Sicily. P 
Jies at its foot, about two miles diftant } i 
pears to great advantage. 
Near the middle of the moutvt^iti, ^ti< 
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of a celebrated cartle, the origin of which the Si- 
cilian writers carry buck to the moll remoic an- 
tiquity. Malla lays it is ruppoled to have been 
built in the reign of Saturn, immediately after 
the flood ; for in the time of the earlieft Cartha- 
ginian wars, it was already much refpeded on 
account of its venerable antiquity. It was then 
a place of flrengtb, and is often mentioned by the 
Greek hiflorians. Hamiliar kept pofleflion of it 
for three years againfl all the Roman power. 

Palermo is certainly viewed to great a^ivan- 
tagc from Mount Pelegrino. This beautiful city 
Itands near the extremity of a kind of natural 
amphitheatre, formed by high and rocky moun- 
tains; but the intervening ^country is one of the 
richeft and moft beautiful fpots in the world. 
The whole appears a magnificent garden, tilled 
with fruit trees of every fpecies, and water- 
ed by clear fountains and rivulets, that meander 
through this delightful champaign. 

From the fingularity of this lituation, as well 
at from the*richnefs of the foil, Palermo has had 
many flattering epithets bellowed upon it, parti- 
cularly by the poets, who call it the Golden Shell, 
the Golden Valley, and the Garden of Sicily. 

Its ancient name was Panormus, which fome 
ctymologifls allege is derived from a Greek 
word, iignifying. All a Garden. Others, how- 
ever, auert, that it was called Panormus, from 
the fize and conveniency of its harbours, one of 
which is recorded to have anciently extended in- 
to the very centre of the city; and, therefore, 
Panormus more properly fignifies. All a Port. 

Thofe harbours arc almoft culud^ (\t.^\\cv>^^^ 
0ad £IJed vp, probably by the v\o\ewv Vi)\x^Vi\ 
t/i^i fomeliwea tumble fioin tbe VvW*. ^yix^ 
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fpeaks of an inundation, of which he was an qrc 
witnefs, that had nearly fwept away the city it- 
felf. He fays it burft down the wall near the 
royal palace^ and bore away every thing that op- 
pofed its paflage. Churches, convents, and 
houfes, to ihe number of two thoufand, and 
drowned upwards qf three thoufand people. 

Some Chaldean infer! ptioiis have been found 
near Palermo, from which it has been maintained, 
that this city exifted in the days of the patriarchs. 
The bifhop of Lucera gives a literal tranflation 
of one, difcovered about fix hundred years ago^ 
on a block of white marble. It runs thns^ 
'* During the time that Ifaac, the fon of Abra* 
ham, reigned in the valley of Damafcos^ and 
Efau, the ion of Ifaac, in Idumea, a great mol* 
titude of Hebrews, accompanied by many of the 
people of Damafcus, and many Phoenicians, com* 
ing into this triangular iiland, took up their ha- 
bitation in this mofl beautiful place^ to which 
they gave the name of Panormus.'* 

The fame bifhop tranflates another Chaldean 
infcription, which is flill preferved over one of 
the old gates of the city. It is thus given. 
'* There is no other god but one God. There it 
no other power but this fame^God, There is no 
other conqueror but this God, whom we adore. 
The commander of this tower is Saphu, the fon 
of Eliphar, fon of Efau, brother of Jacob, fon of 
Ifaac, fon of Abraham. The name of the tower 
is Baych, and the name of the neighbouring 
tower is Pharat." 

Part of the ruins of this tower flill remain, and 
end many more Chaldean mfo\^V\otv% Vvvse^been 
found in the viciiiity, but lo btoView akiv^ rcva.Ti^^ 
ihat they convey no particuUt mfotwi^N^otv* ^^ 
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The fifheries of Sicily arc very interelHng. 
The catching the tunny-lifli conftitutes one of the 
principal Sicilian amufements during the furamei; 
months -, and the curing and fending them to fo- 
reign markets^ one of the greateft branches of 
their commerce. 

Thcfe filh do not make their appearance in 
the Sicilian Seas^ till towards the latter end of 
May, at which time the Tonnaros, as they are 
called, are prepared for their reception. This is 
a kind of aquatic caftle, formed at a great ex- 
pence, of ftrong nets, fattened to the bottom of 
the fea, by anchors and heavy leaden weights. 
A narrow paflage is left open, and as foon as the 
tunnies have entered this inclofure, it is {liut. 
Some tonnaros have a great number of apart- 
ments, which are ihut one after the other 5 till 
the fifti are forced to the chamber of death, as it 
is termed, where the (laughter begins with fpear^ 
and harpoons. 

The taking of the fword-fi(h is a much more 
noble diveriion. No art is ufed toenfnare him, 
but with a fmall harpoon fixed to a long line, hei 
is attacked in the open fea, after the manner of 
the whale-fi fliers. The Sicilian fifliermen have 
a Greek fentence, which they repeat as a charm 
to bring their prey near them. This is the only 
bait they employ, and they are fuperilitious 
enough to fancy it of wonderful efficacy. 

As thefe filh are of great fize and ftrength, they 
will fometimes run for hours after they are 
ftruck, and afford excellent fport. The flcfh i^ 
excellent : it is more like beef than fiih, and the 
common way of dreffing it is in fteaka. 

The fi/hing of the pefce fpada \s rcvoft. ccixv^\^ 
derMein the fea of Mcffina, v/Yitxc Wxe.>j\wa^ 
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likewlfc great quantities of eels, particularly tfic 
Morena, fo much efleemed among the Romans, 
and which is, in fad, a mod delicate fifh. 

Even mackarel are caught with a harpoon. As 
feon as it is dark, two men get into a boat, one 
of them holding a lighted torch over the furface 
of the water, and the other a harpoon, ready to 
ftrike. The light of thf' torch foon brings the 
filh to the furface of the water, and the har- 
pooner pierces him the fame inftant. 

The coral fifliery iis chiefly pra6tifed at Trc- 
pani. It is performed by means of an engine, com- 
pofed of a great crofs of wood, to the centre of 
which is fixed a large done, capable of carrying the 
frame to the bottom. Pieces of fmall net-work 
are tied to each limb of the crofs, which is poifcd 
horizontally by a rope, 'and let down into the 
water. As foon as it touches the bottomji. the 
rope is made fa(t to the boat. They then drag 
it over the beds of coral 3 the confequerice'of 
which is, the great ftone breaking off the pieces, 
' they are immediately entangled in the nets. 
Since this fimple invention, this fiflicry has turn- 
cd out to confiderable account. 

The people of Trcpani are reckoned very in- 
genious. An artift there, lately difcovered the 
art of making cameos, which are a perfe^ imita- 
tion of the ancient ones engraved on onyx. 
They are executed on a kind of hard Ihell, from 
palles of the beft antiques, and fo admirably 
finilhcd, that it is often difficult to diftinguilh 
the ancient from the modern. 

The difficulties under which the poor Sicilians 
labour, from the extreme, oppreffion of their go- 
rer/jmeiit, obliges them £omeA\vaei v^ v«s^t\X^ 
branches ojT commerce lUaV. u•A^.^3Lt^ Vaa ^wcxvA 
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cm. The fugar cane was formerly much cul- 
irated here; but the duties impofed were fo 
lormous, that it has been almoft abandoned.-—* 
at their crops of wheat alone, tinder a mild go* 
irnment, would foon be fufficient to render them 
c richeft and moft flourilhing people in the 
orld. Even the exportation of this is prohibit- 
l, or the privilege muft be pvirchafed at a very 
gh rate ; though one good crop is fufficient to 
ipport the idand for feven years. The corn- 
on price of the falma, which is two loads, is re- 
:!ccd to five (hillings and fixpence from this 
'ohibition ; and there is a probability that it 
ill (ink ft ill lower, ' 

This crop, when it is too abundant, it is faid 
icy are fcarcely at the trouble to gather in, be- 
lufe it will not pay for their labour. Such are 
le means that arbitrary power ufes to humble 
le pride of its fubjeds ! 

Talking of the natural riches of their ifland, 
ar author informs us, they ufe this language.' 
he mountains contain rich veins of every metal> 
id oAany of the Roman mines ftill remain ; but 
I what end fhould we explore them ? It is not 
ic that (hould reap the profit. Nay, a difcovcry 
f any thing very rich would probably ruin the 
aflfelTor. In our prefent (ituation, the hidden 
■eafures of the ifland rauft e^er remain a pro- 
mnd fecret. Were we happy enough to enjoj^. 
ic blellings of a free conflitution, many new 
oors of opulence would then be opened j and 
'C (hould foon reallume our ancient name and 
wifcquence; but at prefent we are uothliv^. 
The foundfition of the feudaV ^^l^ttcv ^^\Na^^ 
?n? by the Count Rugiero, abowK. \\\^ rwv^^^ ^"^ 
^ nth century, imraediate\y eiC\« \\^Vv^^ ^"^^ 
^ox, XVI. i ' ^ 



ven the Saracens out of the iflancL He < 
Sicily into three parts 5 the firft, by the c 
of his army, was given to the church 5 the 
he bellowed on his officers 3 and the third 
ferved for himfelf. 

Of thofe three branches he compofed his 
ment, the form of which remains to th 
The military branch is compofed of all 1 
rons of the kingdom, to the number of tw 
dred and fifty-one, who are ftill bound to i 
The three archbiihops, all the biihops, 
priors, and dignified clergy, amounting I 
leventy, form the ecclefiafiical branch, 
are forty-three royal cities, ftyled Demania 
have a right to cleGt members, and thefe 
ble our burgefies in parliament. Their < 
the member for Palermo, who is likewife 
or mayor, of the city. He Is an officer o 
high rank and extenfive power, atid only ii 
to the viceroy, in whofe abfence the greatc 
of the authority devolves on him. 

The protor, together with GiX fenators, 
patricians, have the management of the ci 
vernment of the city. He is appointed an 
by the king, nor have the people any longe 
the fhadow of fufFrage. It is therefore n< 
cult matter to judge of the fituation of 1; 
in a country, where all courts, civil as 1 
criminal, are appointed by regal authorit 
where, all offices are conferred only by ti 
€f the fovereign, and are revocable; at his 02 

The -power of the viceroy is moft ext< 

He has not only the command of all the 

taijr force in- the kingdom, \>\i\.\vVLewlCe 9 

with unbounded authority iuiSi \.\ia ^x^^« 

. r/J 9a well »s religious. 
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He vifits the prifons, with great pomp, twice 
every year, and has the power of liberating 
whatever prifoners he pjeafes, and of reducing 
or commuting their fentences. 

The whole military force of Sicily amounts to 
about ten thoufand men, about one thoufand 
two hundred of which are cavalry. Many of the 
cities would require numerous garrifons to de- 
fend them 5 but the fupport of internal peac^ 
feems to be as much as is intended $ for the 
whole army would be inadequate to attempt a 
defence. 

The Sicilians Hill retain many of the Spanifh 
cuftoms. The youngefl fons of the nobility are 
flyled don, and the daughters donna. The eldeft 
fon has commonly the title of count or marquis, 

A very common title here, as well as at Naples, 
is prince. Though thefe were not created till 
the time of Philip II. of Spain, they take pre- 
cedence of all the other nobility ; fome of whom 
carry their origin back as far as the time of the 
Normans, and look with fecret contempt on thefe 
upftart princes. 

The luxury of the people here, like that of the 
Neapolitans, coniifls chiefly in their equipages 
and horfes. Few of them put lefs than four 
horfes to their carriage without the walls of Pa- 
lermo, though within they are, in general, re- 
firi6ted to two, by a wife, fumptuary law. Even 
the upper fervants of a man of fafhion would be 
as much afhamed to be feen on foot as their maf- 
tcrs. Our travellers took the liberty to ridicule 
this vain oftentation to fome of their mod inti- 
mate fnends. The abfurdity oi \3tve. ^x^^v:^^'^'^ 
MlJowed; but who had courage ^tvo\^^ \a XiX^*^ 
f^rffogbitl 

1 % 
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It was regarded as a lingular proof of conde- 
fcenlion for fome of the young nobility to walk 
the ftreets with our countrymen, during the illu- 
niinaiion j nor would they be prevailed on to ftir 
out, till they had fent their fervants a few yards 
before them with flambeaux^ though the whole 
city was a flame of light. 

Foolifli as this muft appear, it is poffible we 
overlook many cuftoms of our own, which to fo- 
reigners appear not lefs ridiculous : for ridicule is 
moftly relative, and depends on time and place. 
When the prince of Anamaboo was in England^ 
walking out in St. James's park in the afternoon, 
he obferved one of his acquaintances driving in a 
phaeton with four horfcs. The prince burft into 
a violent fit of laughter. When he was aiked 
what was the occafion of his mirth. " Vat the 
d — 1" faid he in his broken Engliih '* has that 
fellow eat fo much dinner that it now takes four 
horfes to carry him ! I rode out with him this 
morning, and he was then fo light, that van lit- 
tle horfe ran away with him. He muft either be 
a great fool or a great glutton." Another time 
his friends infided on his going to the play. He 
went \ but was foon tired and returned to his 
companions. *' Well prince," faid they " what 
did you fee?'* " Vat did I fee — I did fee fome 
riic^n playing de fiddle — and fome men playing de 
tool.'' 

From this in (la nee, before we arc too ccnfori- 
ons in regard to the cufloms of foreign nations, 
we rtiouhl learn to look at home ; and fee if w« 
arc not equally expofed to ridicule, for fom« 
pr.iStices which either coaftitutc our pride or gur 
phaihre. 
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The Sicilians are animated in converfation, and 
their aGtion for the moft part is fo juft and ex- 
preflSve of their fentiments, that, without hearing 
their voice, their meaning may be comprehended, 

The origin of this facility in gefticulation, they 
carry back as far as the time of the earliefl tyrants 
of Syracufe, who, to prevent confpiracies, had 
forbid their fubjeds, under the moft fcvere penal- 
ties, to be feen in parties talking together. This 
obliged them to invent a method of communicat- 
ing their fentiments by dumb (hew, which they 
pretend has been tranfmitted from generation to 
generation ever fince. 

Till lately, the Sicilians retained a great num- 
ber of fooliih and ridiculous cuftoms, particularly- 
in their marriage and funeral ceremonies, feme of 
which are ftill kept up in ^he wild and mountain- 
ous parts of the ifland. As foon as the marriage 
ceremony is performed, two of the attendants are 
ready to cram a fpoonful pf honey into the mouths 
of the bride and bridegroom, pronouncing it em^r 
blematical of their love and union, which they 
hope will ever continue as fwect to their fouls, as 
that honey is to their palates. They then begin 
to throw handfuls of wheat upon them, which is 
continued till the new-married pair reach their 
future abode. This is probably the remains of 
fome ancient rite to Ceres, their favourite divinity. 

The young couple are not allowed to tafte of 
the marriage feaft. This, it is pretended, is [to 
teach them patience and temperance. When 
dinner, however, is finiihed, a great bone is pre- 
fented to the bridegroom by the bride*s father, or 
one of her neared relations, who ^towoxxwi^^^^v^ 
fcntcDce, ^ Pick you this bone, iot ^ovslVv^^^^^^, 
taken ip hand to pick one* nvYu.^ ^W^ ^'^ "^^^ 
13 \ ^^ 
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much harder, and of more difficult digedion.*" 
This probably has given rife to the proverb of 
fuch general circulation, *' He has got a bone to 
pick/* 

The marriages of the Sicilian nobility are cele- 
brated with great magnificence ; and the numbei 
of elegant carriages produced on thefe occalions is 
aHonifliing. The ladies enter the bands of wed- 
lock very young, and frequently live to fee the 
fifth generation. In general they are fprightl) 
and agreeable 5 and in moft parts of Italy would 
be efteemed handfome. Nothing, however, is k 
vague as our ideas of female beauty -, they change 
in every climate, and the criterion is no where tc 
be found. The ladies here have remarkably fine 
hair ; and th«y underftand how to drefs it to the 
greatell advantage. It is now only ufed as aa 
embellifhment, but in former times, during a 
long fiege, their conntryraen being diftrefled foi 
bow-ftrings, they all cut off their hair and. appli- 
ed it for this purpofe. " The hair of our ladies,* 
fays a quaint Sicilian bard,** is ftill employed in the 
fame office j but now it difcharges no other fhafis 
than thofe of Cupid 3 and the only cords it formsj 
are the cords of love." 

The Sicilians are more addided to ftudy than 
their neighbours on the continent, and theii 
education is much more folid and complete. They 
take pleafiire in difcourfing on fubje6ts of litera- 
ture, hiftory, and politics; but particularly poetry 
At fome period of his life, almoft every perfon if 
fure to be infpired by the god of verfe j and a lo- 
ver is never believed a$ long as he can fpeak oi 
ils pailion in profe, 
IJjc 5e/J£ngUlhautViQWwetvoX.\xT\Yxv^y«xv\k« 
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nobility f^ieak the KngliQi tongae, and more un« 
deri^and it. 

To enter on the natural hiftory of this iiland» 
woold open a vaft field, which the prefent work 
forbids to traverfe. Some general remarks mult 
therefore fuffice. Mineral waters are moft abun* 
dant; many boiling hot 5 and there are others^ 
though colder than ice, that never freeze. 

In feveral places they have fountains that throw 
up .a kind of oil on their farface, which the pea^ 
fants burn in j^amps, and apply to other purpofes. 
The Fonte Canalotto is covered with a thick fcum 
of a kind of pitchy which, among the country 
people, is efteemed a fovereign remedy in rheu- 
matic and other complaints. 

The water of a fmall lake, near Nafo, is cele- 
brated for dyeing every thing black, that is put 
into it} though the water appears remarkably 
pure and transparent. 

There are alfo various fulphureous baths, 
where the patient is thrown into a profufe per- 
^ fpiration, by the heat of the vapour alone. The 
mod celebrated are thofe of Sciaccia, and on the 
mountain of St. Cologero, at a great diilancc from 
£tna J in the vicinity of which they might natu- 
rally be expeded. 

Indeed lava, pumice, and tufa are found ia 
many parts of Sicily remote from the volcano, 
"which fufficiently indicate the origin and the na* 
ture of the whole iiland. About a mile and a 
half to the wcftward of Palermo, at a fmall beach, 
arc many Iprings of warm water, that rife withia 
the limits of the tide. 

At no grcstt diftance from l\v\^ tv^\. \% ^. ^^^- 
braird fountain, called I\ mat Xio\c^^ njVc^^^^^ 
fome remains of an ancieut 'K2lv)l\sx^0ca^ \ ^'^^'l 
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the mountain above it, a cavern is fhewn whew 
a gigantic Ikeleton is faid to have been found. It 
fell to duft immediately on being expofed to the 
external air. The teeth alone refiftcd the im- 
preffionj and Fazzello, who obtained two of 
them, fays they weighed as many ounces. 

Many (imilar ftories are to be found in the Si- 
cilian legends -, and it feems to be an univerfal 
belief, that this ifland was once inhabited by gi-? 
ants, though no traces of them are to be found it^ 
any mafeum. 

The population of Sicily has been eili mated at 
upwards of one million fouls, and about fifty 
thoufand of that number belong to the different 
monafteries and religious orders. The whole 
number of houfes in the ifland has been comput- 
ed at two hundred and fixty-eight thoufand. 

The great ftaple commodity of Sicily, and what 
has ever conftituted its riches, is its crops of 
wheat. They preferve their grain in large pits 
or caverns in the rocks, where they ram it hard 
down, and prote6t the furface from the weather^ 
and in this ftate it will keep good for years. 

Soda is much cultivated here, and turns out to 
confiderable account. This vegetable, it is well 
known, is indifpenfable in the glafs manufadure. 
Great quantities of it are annually fent to Venice. 

Sicily likewife carries on a trade in liquorice, 
rice, figs, raifins, and currants, the bed of which 
grow among the extinguiihed volcanoes of the 
Lipari iflands. Their honey is highly valued, and 
is found in abundance in the hollows of trees and 
jQck?. The country of the Lefler Hybla is ftill, 
as formerly, the part of iV *v^t\d>whvch is moft 
celebrated (or hoiiey. 
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The plantations of orange«, lemons, bergamots, 
alaioiuls, nijJ other fruits, yield no unprofitable 
r<:tiirii5. The pi(lachio nut, likewife^ is mucli 
cultnated in many parts of the idand, and with 
grrat fuccefs. 

The cantharides fly is a native of Sicily, and is 
found on feveral trees of Etna, whofc juice is fup- 
pofed to have a corrofive or abtterfive quality, 
particularly the pine and the fig-tree. 

The marbles of this ifland would afford a great 
fource of opulence, were there any encourage- 
ment given to work the quarries, of which they 
have an infinite variety, and of the fined forts. 
Mr. Brydo'ne fays he has feen fome fpecimens lit- 
tle inferior to the giall and verd antique^ which 
are now fo precious. 

At Centorbi they have a kind of foft (lone 
that dilTolves in water, and is ufed in wafhing in* 
Head of foap, from which quality it has received 
the appellation of Pietra Saponaro. They like* 
wife find here» as well as in Calabria, the cele- 
brated ftone which, on being watered and expof* 
cd to a pretty violent degree of heat, produces a 
plentiful crop of mufhrooms. But it would be 
endlefs to enumerate all the various commodities 
and curious produdions of this ifland. Etna alone 
affords a greater number than many of the mod 
extenfive kingdoms 5 and is no lefs an epitome of 
the whole earth in its foil and climate^ than in 
its multifarious prodiidions. 

The firft region of Etna covers their tables with 
all the delicacies that the earth produces ; the fe- 
cond fupplies them with game, cheefe, butter, 
honey, and wood both for building aw^ ^vx^s 
wbJIe the third, with its ice and fnow,\ltc^s\5s\em 
ifip/6 and cool during the l»at of tarcvKvex \ ^^'^'^'^ 
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contributes to keep them warm and 
during the cold of winter. 

Wc need not then be furprifed at 
attachment of the people to this m< 
that all its terrors have not been ; 
them away from it. Like an indul: 
it mixes bleffings with its chaftifemei 
prevents their afFeftions from being 

On the 29th of July, our travelle 
farewell leave of the viceroy and t 
The attentions they had met with, t 
that they were about to part with 
worthy people, which there was littl 
of their ever feeing again, imbitte 
fcene. 

In two ^ays delightful failing, thi 
Naples, where they rejoined the frie 
left on the commencement of the p 
in which we have accompanied then 
done was a philofopher, and was wel! 
philofophize, which indeed he has c 
places to too great an extent ; but 
acquainted with the divine fcience o 
journey to Etna would have poffeffed 
al charm to the admirers of nature, 
have entitled him to a ftill higher ran! 
of fcienti£c travellers. 
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THOUGH Spain was formerly as little vifitcd 
as if it had belonged to a different quarter 
of the globe, fo numerous are the modern tourids 
and travellers through that kingdom, that it is 
difficult to feled from their different labours what 
will generally be allowed mod valuable. We 
have preferred Mr. Swinburne as our guide, for 
no other reafon, but becaufe his work bears the 
ftamp of accuracy, and gives us fome infight into 
the nature of the foil, the government, commerce, 
and manners, which we conceive are the moir 
interefting objeds that can engage a traveller's at- 
tention. 

He fet out from Perpignan, a mean and ill 
looking town, on the 24th of Odober 177^^ and 
proceeded towards Spain. The weather was fine, 
but the roads were fo bad and the mules fo fcarce, 
that they j^ere ^enrced to give twenty IquIs d ors 
for ten hmiss asfur as Barcelona. 

The heavy rains^ which had falleiK 2bo>\V. >^^ 
autumnal equinox, had fwelled the loxi^uXs \a 
iicli a degree, that the roads were iu m2Lxrj -^X^sica^ 
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quite fpoiled. It was night before thry rfached 
a poor inn at Boulou, near the mountains wbick 
feparate Roulillon from Catalonia. 

Next day they fell in with feveral perfoBs tra- 
velling to the fair of Girona, and formed a kind 
of caravan lingularly grotefque. Our traveller 
and friends were in the centre ', fhe van guard 
was formed by a drummer and a tabor and nipf ; 
while the rear was brought up by a camel ladtn t 
with tive monkeys, efcoried by two men who car- 
ried his portrait. 

After proceeding a few miles, they came to the 
chain of mountains that divides France and Spain, 
which are of no \cry confiderable elevation. The 
road over the pafs is a noble work, and reflefts 
great honour on the engineer who planned it. 
Formerly it required the ftrength of thirty jncn 
to fupport, and almoft as many oxen to drag up 
a carriage, which four horfes can now draw with 
cafe. 

Exa6tly on the limits of France, on the moft 
elevated fpot of the pafs, rtands the fort of Belle- 
garde, commanding a boundlefs view over cither 
kingdom. An officer of invalids has a lodge be- 
low, where he examines and ligns the pailports. 

At La Junquicra, the firft Spanifh town, an 
officer of the cuftoms made a {hew of examining 
their baggage! ; but a piece of money put an end 
to his fearch. This was once a confiderable city, 
inhabited by a colony of the Maflilians. It is 
now dwindled to a paltry village, the natives of 
which fubfill on the advantage they derive from 
travellers, and on the produce of the cork -woods. 
' 7'he /brrounding movmumswt covered with 
tAofe trees, moft of which axe ol %tt?^^Tfc«eA. 
af:e. They arc ufually ftnpt. o£ iWvt \>w>5. on^^ 



rWINBURN&*8 THAVBLS. C 

n feven or eight years j but this operation is re 
)eated in the fouthern part of Spain every fift. 
rear. 

From Junqueira.to Figuera, an in(ignifican\ 
^ggl^Qg town, the country improves every flep j 
he hills are clothed virith evergreens ; and the 
)lains, in the finell date of cultivation, are divid* 
sd by hedges of aloe, chriflthom, or wild pome- 
^anate. The inhabitants look refpedlable in their 
perfons and drefs, and the women are comelier 
than on the French (ide of the Pyrenees. 

Their journey from thence to Girona was very 
pleafant, and lay through a continuation of coun* 
try agreeably diverfified by fertile plains, and 
gentle eminences, crowned with evergreen oaks 
and pines. The view extends as far as the fea 
over the olive plantations on the lower grounds. 
In every village they found the people employ- 
ed in making ropes, baikets, and flioes of a fmali 
o{h,or reed, called efparto. 
Girona is a large clean city, with fome good 
reets $ but it is poorly inhabited, and the houfes, 
irlicularly the churches, are dark and gloomy. 
lie Gothic cathedral is grand ; but had it not 
en for the glimmering of two fmoky lamps, 
r author fays, they fhould not have difcovered 
\ canopy and altar of malTy iilver. 
^ext morning they travelled over a hilly coun- 
; but the drynefs of the weather prevented 
roads from being fo fatiguing as they gene« 
' are. Advancing farther, they came to the 
favage wilds in nature. Nothing but moun- 
on mountains, covered with pines; rum- 
. fandy dreams in the bo\\owft» Yv«^^va% 
V and narrow dells, faluted thftit V\c\v , 

XVL K "^^^ 
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They reached San Salony on the 27th at night, 
and though it was on a Friday, the peafant» 
brought them partridges for fupper. The maid 
of the inn, however, by way of atoning for this 
irregularity, placed before them a well-drefl'cd 
image of the Virgin, to whom it was expeded 
they would make a liberal offering. 

On the morning of the 28th, they came to th« 
pafs called El Purgatorio, which had nearly prov- 
ed a hell to them, as their carriages were at one 
time almoft immoveably jammed in between 
rocks. The prolpeds, however, were delightful. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to the eye, than 
the Gothic fteeples towering above the dark pine 
groves, the bold ruins of La Rocca, and the rich 
Selds on the banks of the Befos. 

They got into Barcelona juft before the (hut- 
ting of the gates. Next day they paid the ne- 
ceil'ary vifits to thofe in command. Their firft 
entertainment was the Spanifh comedy, the for- 
mer abfurdities of which 'were done away, and 
only dulnefs remained. Mr. Swinburne fays, he 
ihould have been pleafed to have feen Harlequin 
carrying relics in proceflion, faints and devils en- 
gaged in doubtful conflict, and Lucifer a6ting 
the part of a prior, as in days of yore. The Spa- 
niards, indeed, feem to have thrown off many of 
thofe fooleries which amufed Grangers, without 
reaching that pitch of tade that can lender them 
a pleating and interelling people. 

The play-houfe was handfome and well light- 
ed. The firft piece they faw aded was a tragedy, 
without any female characters 5 and in order to 
inake it the mort ridiculous, the adreiTes aflumed 
the mafculinc a ttire, and aUio^t^ ixo TOa\t*\» v^ 
pear among them. _^ 
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The prompters, for they had feveral, rend alond ^ 
verfe by verfc, what the player repeated after 
them. Between the firft and fecond aGts, a i'c^ 
gaidilla was fung, which tbongh wild and un« 
couth, had fome very moving palTages. 

After the fecond a€t, by way of interlvide, an 
attack was made on the aftreffes, by the adors 
from a corner of the front boxes. The wit was 
brifldy bandied to and fro, and made the audience 
roar again ; but it appeared a firing of poor quib* 
bles. 

The origin of the city of Barcelona, and the ac- 
count of the aborigines of Catalonia, are like the 
general hiftory of Spain, loil in a cloud of fables. 
The Maffiiians appear to have carried on a con- 
fiderable trade hither. Hamilcar Barcas is faid 
to have founded Barcino, now called Barcelona 5 
but the Carthaginians did not long keep pofTef- 
fioQ of it, as it is evident the £bro was their 
boundary, fo early as the end of the firft Punic 
war. 

After the fall of the Carthaginian common- 
wealth, the Romans turned their whole attention 
towards Tarraco, and negleded Barcino, though 
they made it a colony under the name of Faven<« 
tia. In the fifth century, the Barbarians of the 
Berth having pufhed their conquefts as far as this 
peninfnla, Catalonia fell to the lot of the Goths, 
and after remaining about three centuries under 
their dominion, it fell under the yoke of the Sa-' 
racens. 

Varions revolutions took place at a latter peri- 
od, till this province became finally united to the 
crown of Sps^in, The enthufi2L^vc\w^ ^l\^^\"c^ ^ 
that has always a^uated tbe Ca\.2\o\\\2xv'5.»\Nas ^'^'- 
eareadered tbtdr country the feaX cA c\\^^^^ 
K 2. "^^ 
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and bloodfticd. In the time of Ferdinand V. the 
pcafants rofe in arms, to emancipate themfelves 
from the oppreflion of the nobles. About the ^, 
time that the Portugaefe ihook off the Spanifh " 
yoke, the Catalans attempted to render tbcmfelves 
independent, but in vain. During the war of the 
fucceffion, they made another bold and perfever- 
ing firuggle to break their chains^ and become a 
free nation. 

Lewis XIV. fent the Duke of Berwick in 1714, 
with a formidable army, to reduce Barcelona. The 
trenches were opened in July, and the works carri- 
ed on with the greateft vigour for fixty-one days, 
A French fleet blocked up the port, and prevent- 
ed any fupplies or fuccours being thrown into the 
town. Yet notwithttanding the famine which 
raged within the walls, the terrible fire from the 
batteries, and the defpondoncy of the regular 
troops, the burgeffes, catching animation from 
defpair, rejeded all offers of accommodation, and 
feemed determined to bury themfelves under the 
ruins of the city. The very friars, infpired by the 
fame enthufiafm, ran up and down the llreets, ex- 
horting their fellow citizens to die like brave 
men, rather than live the delpicable {laves of a 
defpot. The women and children breathed the 
fame fpirit, and fhared the toils of the defence 
with their hulbands and fathers. 

After fuftaining four bloody aflaults, and dif- 
puting the ground inch by inch, being at laft 
driven from the ramparts, they took refuge in the 
jiew part of the town, where they made a kind 
of capitulation. Their perfons remained un- 
touched', but ever)" prW\\e^e>«2LS?^bo\Ul\ed, and 
Jicavy taxes were impofeA,io xtiCoti\v^u*^^v\^^^^* 
dJery. Siuce this epoch the CataXaxx^ViVJ^^w 
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the yoke with a fiillen patience ', and government 
bas been afraid to irritate them to new reliilance^ 

Barcelona is a fweet fpot: the air equals iti 
purity, and much exceeds in mildnefs, the boaded 
climate of Montpellier. The lituation is beauli- • 
ful and pidurefque, both from land and fea. A. 
great extent of fruitful plains, bounded by an am- 
phitheatre of hills, backs it on the wed ; the 
mountain of Montjuich defends it on the fouth 
from the unwholefome air of the marlhes of the 
Llobregat j to the northward, the coaft proje6king! 
iato the fea forms a noble bay ; while the Medi- 
terranean clofes the profped to the eafl. The 
environs are well cultivated and ftudded with vil- 
lages, country hcufes, and gardens. 

The form of Barcelona is almoft circular j the 
Roman town occupying the highefl ground, al- 
molt in the centre of the new. The ancient wtiUs 
are dill vifibie in many places; but the fea has .« 
retired many hundred yards from the port gates, 
and a whole quarter of the town now dands on. 
the fands, that were once the bottom of the har- 
bour. 

The immenfe loads of fand hurried down into 
the fea by the rivers, and thrown back by the wind 
and the current into this haven, will in all pro- 
bability choke it quite up, unlefs greater dili- 
, gence is ufed in preventing the accumulation of 
the ihoals. 

The port is handfome ; the mole is condruded 
of hewn done, and is a maderpiece of folidity and 
convenience. Above is a platform for carriages ; 
below, vad magazines, with a broad quay, reach- 
ing from the city gates to the lighl-VioMfe. "T^^x^ 
was done by the diredion of the Maic^v^ ^^^'*i 
Mduj captaJa-gentsral of the pnucvpiVvVj* ^"^^ 
K3 "^^^^ 
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long governed Catalonia more like an independ- 
ent fovercign, than like a fubjed inveHed with a 
delegated authority. 

Great are the obligations this city is under to 
that nobleman. He cleanfed and beautified its 
Greets, built ufeful edifices, and for\xrarded its 
trade and manufadures, without laying any very 
heavy expence on the province. 

In 1752, he began building Barcelonetta> on 
the neck of land that runs into the Tea, and forms 
the port. This is now a regular town, confifling 
of about two thoufand brick- houfes, and a church 
in which the afhes of- the founder are depofited^ 
under an expenfive, but taftelefs, monument. 

The light-houfe at the end of the pier is a flen- 
der tower, near which (hips perform quarantine. 

Another capital work of La Mina, is the ram- 
part, or great walk on the walls, extending the 
whole length of the harbour. It is built on arches 
with magazines below, and a broad coach- road 
and foot path above, raifed to the level of the 
firft floor of the houfes in the adjoining ftreet. 
This pavement forms a very fine walk to the ar-. 
fenal at the fouth-eaft angle of the city, where 
new fortifications are conftrudking. 

At this corner, the rampart joins the Rambla, a. 
long, irregular ftreet, which is intended to be 
planted with an avenue of trees. Hc,re the ladies 
parade in their coaches, and fometimes go quite 
round the city upon the walls. This is a charm- 
ing drive, having a fweet country on one fide, and 
cluilevs of fq^all gardens and orange yards on the 
other. 
The citadel has fix ftror\^ \iO^^\oxi^, c^VcNjlatcd 
to overawe the inhab\tauis, z% mvicJcv ^ \^ ^- 
fead them from a foreign en^oi^ . T>afc Vy«wS* 
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of its fituation renders it damp, unwholefomc, 
and full of mofquitoes. 

The ilreets of Barcelona are narrow, but well 
paved i and a covered drain^ in the middle of 
each, carries off the filth. The houfes are lofty, 
but little ornamented. To each kind of trade, a 
particular didri^ is allotted. 

The principal public ftruAures arc the cathe- 
dral, Santa Maria, the general's palace, and tho 
exchange. The architedure of the cathedral is 
a light Gothic, which in fome places is inimitably 
air)'. The ftalls of the choirs are neatly carved, 
and hung with efcutcheons of princes and noble^ 
mcDy^mong which Mr. Swinburne remarked the 
arms of Hen;y VIII. of England. The double 
arches under the belfry are defervedly admired, 
for bearing on their centres the whole weight of 
two enormous towers. In the cloifters, various 
kinds of foreign birds are kept, upon funds be- 
(jueathed for that purpofe by an opulent canon. 
Santa Maria is alfo a Gothic pile. 

The palace is low and fquare, without external 
Dourts or gardens, and contains nothing remark- 
ible, fave a noble ball-room. 

Oppofite to the fouth front of the palace, a new 
exchange is ereding on an extenfive plan, but in 
I heavy tade. The expences of the (hell of the 
building were ellimated at three hundred thou* 
(and Catalan livrcs. This work is defrayed by a 
tax on imports. Among the Roman antiquities 
in this city are a mofaic pavement, in which arc 
•eprcfented two large green figures of Tritons, 
iiolding a iliell in each hand ; between them a 
cn-hprfe, and on thp fides a fet^t.w\. w\^ ^ ^^- 
A/n, There are alfo many va\x\U w\^ c.^^;^^ ^1 



104 SWltfftVRNE*S TBATBLS. 

once the palace of the pretor, or Roman governor. 
In the yard of this edifice is a beautiful ciftem, 
or rather farcophagas, which they call the coffin 
of Pompey*8 father ; bat there is no evidence for 
or againft this opinion. A large bafs relief mns 
round it, of hunters, dogs, and wild beads. Hie 
chief perfon is on horfeback, bareheaded, and in a 
military drefs. The figures and animals are well 
executed, and the whole is a fine monument of 
antiquity, though it is now ufed to water mules. 

In the houfe belonging to the family of Pinos> 
are many excellent buf^s and medallions. An 
Auguilus pater, with a corona radialis, a fmall 
elegant Bacchus, and a woman holding a rabbit, 
fuppofed to reprefent Spain, the Provincia Ca- 
nicularis, are the mod remarkable. 

The gth of November, being the fefiival of 
St. Charles Borromeo, the king's patron. Was kept 
as a day of gala. All the officers waited upon 
the governor in grand uniform 5 the theatre was 
illuminated, and crowded with well-drefled com^ 
pany, and the price of admittance was raifcd. As 
feats are generally let by the year, or appropriated 
for particular purpofes, a llranger finds fome 
difficulty in obtaining a place. 

The play was the Cid Campeador, an hifloricat 
tragedy, written with a great deal of fire and 
force of chara^er. In all tragedies, the per- 
formers drop a curtefy, in dead of bowing to 
kings and heroes. A pretty ballad was fung by 
a woman in the fmart drefs of a maja, or coquette : 
fhe wore her hair in a fcarlet net with taifels; a 
driped gauze handkerchief croifed her bread; 
and Ae had on a rich jacVLet,ftoweife^«LYt^w^and 
brocaded petticoat. 
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During his refidence in Barcelona, our author 
employed part of his time in invefligating the 
number and fituation of the Spanifh armies^ and 
thiaks that the regular troops do not exceed fifty 
tboufand. The king*s houfehold is ^ompofed of 
three troops of gentlemen horfe-guards, Spaniih^ 
Italian, and Fiemifh ; one company of halbardiers ; 
fix battalions of Spanifh, and Sx of Walloon foot- 
guards ; and one brigade of carabiniers. 

There are fix regiments of Spanilh infantry of 
two battalions, and twenty-feven of one battalion; 
two Italian, three Irifh, and four Swifs regiments 
of one battalion j one regiment of artillery of four 
battalions; fix tboufand feven hundred and twelve 
marines ; and a company of engineers. 

White or blue is the colour of their regimen-* 
tals, except one Spanifh, and three Irifh regi- 
ments, that are dreffed in red. 

The cavalry con (ills of fourteen regiments, of 
which fix are in blue, four in red, three in white, 
and one in green. The dragoons form eight re- 
gimen ts^ of which one is blue, one red, and fix 
yellow. 

Befides the regulars, they annually afieroble 
forty-three regiments of militia, and twenty-feven 
companies of city guards. The corps of invalids 
contains forty- fix companies on duty, and twenty- 
fix excufed. The African and American garri* 
ions have alfo their refpedtive militia. 

The uniforms of the Spanilh foldiers are ill 
made, and the foldiers are abominably nally in 
their appearance. Their black grcafy hair is fcl- 
dom dreffed. 

The pa/ of st foldier is five quarlos ?ltv^ ^\\A^» 
Mud twenty-one ounces of bread a d^^. M^s-t 
Krte» /esrs &rvicc, Ije has an Vugteai^ ^^ 'o^' 
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reals of Velloii a montb ; after twenty, nine reals ; 
and after twenty-five, he may retire and enjoy a 
pazetta per day, and be clothed as if on adual 
fervLce. If he remainis thirty years in the army, 
he is allowed the rank and pay of a fubaltern of- 
ficer. 

The rank of an officer may be known at firft 
iight, by a particular badge of di{lin6tion. A cap- 
tain generaFs uniform is blue, embroidered with 
gold down the feams, and three rows of embroi- 
dery on the ileeves; a lieutenant general has 
nothing on the feams, and but two rows on the 
culfs ', and a marifcal de campo has but one. 

The pay of a lieutenant is two pazzettas and a 
half a day ; that of an enfign two. As every 
thing has trebled in price, fmce their pay was 
edabliihed, it is become infufficient for the 
maintenance of officers. In the guards, as in 
other countries, fubal terns mud live upon their 
own fortune. 

About feven thoufand men form the garrifon 
of Barcelona, of which four thoufand two hun- 
dred are guards -, the reft Swifs and dragoons. 
Each corps has its feparate quarters, which it 
provides with fentries, and hence they never in- 
terfere with each other. 

Our traveller acknowledges the civilities he met 
with here from his friends and acquaintances. The - 
intendant behaved with great politenefs, and ac- 
cefs was allowed to the arfenal and magazines, 
which are not ufually Ihewn to ftrangers. 

During a gleam of fun-(hine on the 10th of 

November, they accompanied the conful to his 

vj'J/a In the pJaya. The mo\^ viwtcvxVv of the 

^/^ brought out myriads of itvfe^^, ^Vv^^««^ 

^ady to devour them. Nevei\.\xe\e,fe» N)tC\^ V* %. 
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very fine climate, and few/fpots on the globe can 
furpafs it in fertility. / 

In the afternoon, as the weather was charming, 
they took a ride to Saria, a convent of Capuchin 
friars on the hills. The city and port of Barce- 
lona appeared to great advantage from hence, 
being colle6ted into a perfed landfcape. The 
convent garden, on the flope of the hill, is truly 
romantic, and fireams of limpid water run down 
on all fides with the wildnefs of nature, or fpout 
through the eyes of a little Magdalen, or from a 
St. Francis. 

Their return to town was by a hollow way, un- 
der banks of Indian figs, cadus opuntia, where 
the butterflies were fporting as in the middle of 
fpring. The women were bufy making black 
lace, fome of which is fpun out of the leaf of the 
tloe. It is curious, but of little ufe, as it foon 
grows mucilaginous with wafliing. 

They pafifed tlie convent of Jefus, belonging to 
the Cordeliers, and in a garden here faw the pknt 
called aroma, a fpecies of mimofa, or fpunge- 
tree, bearing a round yellow flower, with a faint 
mulky fmell, to which many Angular qualities are 
attributed. If the feed is chewed and fpate out in 
a room, it will immediately fill it with an over* 
coming flench, and turn all the white paint black. 

The evening concluded with a ball, where our 
travellers, for the firfl time, had the pleafure of 
feeing the fandango danced. It is very voluptu-> 
008, and throws the body into fuch attitudes as 
the eye of decency ought not to behold, nor mo* 
defly to pradife. 

dfi the 12th, they vifited the fortxe^s o^^\.oxs\.- 
foIcAj where the £nenefk of the da^ ^xA \}tv& 
Kfiffn/f of the profpeA gave aa eac\xaiito«''cv\. vo 
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every object, Montjuich is fuppofed to be cor- 
rupted either from Mods Jovis, or Mens Judai- 
cus : it flaDds (ingie on the fouth-weil point of 
Barcelona. The extent of its baiis is very great. 
Large crops of wheat are prodaced on the north 
and eall (ides; and a great quantity of flrong 
wine is made on the fouth-eaft angle ; but it is 
faid to be ipedicated with lime and mahogany 
chips, to give it fpirit and colour. 

The face of the mountain, towards the fea, is 
almoft an in furmoun table precipice. The road np 
to the top is very fteep 5 and about half way is an 
ancient burial place of the Jews, with many large 
monumental (tones fcattered about^ covered with 
Hebrew infcriptions. 

Every part of the old ca(!le is deftroyed, and 
large modern works erefted on the fite. From 
hence Barcelona, and every individual houfe on 
it, may be feen to advantage, as well as a great 
extent of coaft and country. All the walls arc 
of (lone, and multiplied to an amazing number. 

The main body of the place is bomb proof. 
Two elegant done ftaircafes, with iron railing, 
lead down to the cafemates, or vaulted quarters, 
which are near four hundred yards long. One of 
the principal baftions is fcooped out into a ciftern, 
capable of containing feventy thoufand cubic feet 
of water. Above the quarters is a grand terrace, 
round a court, with turrets at each angle. 

This ca(lle has already coft immenfe fums> 
during the fpace of fifteen years that it has been 
building, and will probably coft as much more 
before it can be finiihed; nor does it appear, 
from its eievated fitualion, capable of annoying 
sn enemy, encamped ou i\\<i igiVaiu. 
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The badncfs of the roads having ^fCtained our 
traveUer at Barcelona fome days longer than he 
.intended, he fet out with his companions to vifit 
Montferrat. For a few miles from Barcelona^ 
they fomid the roads mod excellent^ bat they 
ibon relapfed into their ufual ilate in this coun- 
try. At Martord, a large town, where the na- 
tives manufadure black lace, they,paflred a very 
high bridge, with Gothic arches, built on the 
nlins of a decayed one, which had ilood for one 
thoufand nine hundred and eighty-five years,from 
its firfi eredion by Hannibal, in the 5Z5ih year 
of Rome, as an infcription records. 

At the north-end of this llrudure is a trium- 
phal arch, faid to have been raifed by that gene- 
ral in honour of his father, Hamilcar. It is aimoft 
entire, and well proportioned. 

Continuing their journey through a large vil- 
lage, named Efpalungera, they arrived, in the af- 
ternoon, at the foot of Montferrat, one of the mod 
Angular in the world for ihape,lituation,and com- 
position. It (lands infulated, and towering over a 
hilly country, like a pile of grotto work, or Gothic 
fpires. Its height is about three thoufand three 
hundred feet above the level of the fea. 

They afcended by the (leep^^ft road, to favc 
time ; and after two hours tedious riding, from 
€aft to weft, up a narrow path, cut out bf the fides 
^ gullies and precipices, they reached the higheft 
part of the road, and foon after came in light of 
the convent placed in a nook of the road. It feems 
as if fome violent convulfion of nature had fplit 
the caftern face of Montferrat, and formed in the 
deft a fufficiei)t platform to huWd iVv^ xwcycwi^'er^ 
4fD, The Lhbirgat roars at the boWom^^tv^'^^^- 
pcttd/cuhr walls of rock, of imoifcutcYicv^'^^^^ 
r Vol, XVI, l ^^^ 
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from the water's edge, near halfway up the moun- 
tain. On thelb maifes of white ftone refis the fmall 
piece of level ground which the monks inhabit. 
Clofe behind the abbey, huge cliffs fhoot up in a 
femicircle to a fiupendous elevation^ with their 
fummit fplit into iharp cones, pillars, and various 
fantadic ihapes, all blanched and bare; bat.hav- 
ing their interftices filled up with foreds of ever- 
green and deciduous trees and fhrubs. 

Fifteen hermitages are placed among the woods 
and pinnacles of the rocks, or in cavities hewn 
t)ut of them. The rocks are compofed of lim©- 
flones of ditferent colours, of quartz, freeflonOj 
and fome touchdone, cemented together by a na- 
tural procefs. The aifemblage and view of the 
whole are not only aflonifhing, but unnatural. 

As our countrymen carried a letter for the ab- 
bot, they found a polite and hofpi table reception. 
Saffron foup, however, and fpiced ragouts were 
not much to their tafte. After dinner a plate of 
carraways and a falver of wine were handed about, 
which reminded our author of the treat Jufiice 
Shallow offers to Sir John Falftaff. 

The monks here are Benedictines, and their 
poflfeliions are very conliderablc, though the king 
has lately curtailed them. Their original foun- 
dation, in 866, gave them nothing but the moun* 
tain 5 and to occarring and fubfeqnent bencfac- 
tiofis, they owe the great incrcafe of their landed 
property. 

They are bound to feed and lodge, for three 

days, all pilgrims who come to pay iheir homage 

to the Virgin. The allowance is humble enough : 

it 13 no moxt, than a \\irkcVieou o^ bread in the 

morning} as mvich more, viaVi \iiqV\3l> ^V ivw^', 

^od bread agaia at night. _^- 
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The number of profeffed monks is feventy-fix, 
of lay brothers twenty-eight, and of linging boys 
twenty-five, befides a phyfician, furgeon, and fer- 
vants. 

Next morning, Mr. Swinburne and his com« 
pany were conduced to the church, by one of 
the monks. It is a gloomy pile internally, and 
has its gHding much foUicd by the fmoke of a 
large number of iilver lamps continually burning. 

The choir above flairs is decorated with the 
life of Chrift, in handfome wooden carving. A 
large iron grate divides the church from the 
chapel of the Virgin, where the image flands in 
a niche over the altar, before which four taper» 
condantly bum. 

in the facriily, and the paflages leading to it, 
are prefles and cupboards full of relics and orna« 
ments of gold, filver, and precious flones. The 
moft valuable and curimis are two crowns for the 
Virgin and her fon, of ineflimable price, fome 
lai^e diamond rings, an excellent canreo of Me- 
dufas he^d, the Roman emperors in alabalteri 
the fword of St. Ignatius, and the cheft that con- 
tains tlie aihes of a famous brother, John Guarin» 
of whom they relate nearly the fame ftory as that 
given in the Guardian of the Santon Barifa and 
the Sultan's daughter. 

Immenfe is the quantity of votive offerings to 
the miraculous ftatue of the virgin, and as no- 
thing can be rejeded, or otherwife difpofed of,, 
the (helves are loaded with whimiical ex-votos. 

They next viiited fome Imall rooms behind the 
high altar, and a llrong filver-plated door being 
thrown open, they were bid to Veau io\^?cc^'a.^^^ 
Ju/s the Land of Nueftra Seaota, >w\ivc\i ^^a ^- 
L 2 ^^^"3 



112 9WIKBX711N18 TRATCLS. 

ready half worn away by the eager otbentzixom 
of its votaries. 

Having feen every place about the conTCOt, 
they fet out for the hermitagesy and took the 
fhort road up a crevice, between two huge maflei 
of rock, where, in rainy weather, the waters de- 
volve in furious torrents. They counted fix 
hundred holes, or fteps, fo iieep and perpendica- 
lar, that from below they could not difcem the 
lead track. A hand-rail and a few feats to breathe 
on, enabled them, however, to perfoma this 6m- 
lade. 

Soon after they arrived, through a wildemeft 
of evergreens, at the narrow platform ^here the 
fir ft hermit dwells. His fituation is wonderfully 
romantic, and his accommodations very appropri- 
ate. He feemed to be a cheerful, iimple old rtiao, 
in whofe mind, forty years retirement had obli- 
terated all worldly ideas. 

The hermits are all clad in brown, and wear 
long beards : their allowance from the convent ia 
fmall, and their refpeftive limits are very narrow. 
They never eat meat, nor converfe with each 
other. They make every vow of the monks, and 
likewife an additional one, thnt of never quitting 
the mountain. Their firft habitation is always 
moft remote from the convent, and they defcend 
according as vacancies happen in the lower cells*. 

Having left a fmall prefent in the chapel wiiH 
4ow, they continued their walk. The fecood 
hermitage they came to ftands on a point of a 

* It is impollible to read the aufterities, the fbolerieSf aai 
the Impofitions of monaCUQ aud ^luxuvkal lUe, without alaum 
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rock, orer a precipice that defccnds almoA to the 
Tcry bed of the river. The profped was awfully 
gfand. In a clear day, it is faid, they can feo 
Majorca from th>s fpot> though no lefs than one 
hnn^red and eighty-one miles diilant. 

On the rock^ that overhangs the hermit's cell, 
was formerly a caHle with its cifterns and draw- 
bridge, where fome banditti harboured, and often 
fpread their depredations over the neighbouring 
iFalleys. At laft they were overpowered 5 and in- 
commemoration of this everit, the hermitage is* 
dedicated to St. Dimas, the good thief. 

At La Trinidad, the next cell they vifited, the* 
monks, by rotation, pafs a few days in the fum- 
mer feafon. It is a Very pretty place, and has. 
fuperior accommodaUons to the other hermitages. 
The tenant of this fpot gave them a glafs of good 
Sitges wine, and a pinch of fnufF, raifed from to- 
bacco in his own garden 5 but the officers of the 
ciiflpms have extended their tyranny even to thefe 
folitudes, and ordered the cultivation of tobacco 
to be difcontinued. 

Having fatisfied their curiofity among the 
hermitages, which, in general, differ little from 
each other, except in the fituation, they arrived 
at Santa Cecilia, the parifh church where the fi- 
IcDt inhabitants of this Thebais meet every morn- 
ing to hear mafs, and twice a week to confefs and 
communicate. 

It is impoflible to give an adequate idea of the 
fablime views and the uncouth appearance of the 
different parts of Montferrat. A painter or a bo- 
taniil might fpend many days here with pleafure. 
The apothecary of the houfe ba^ co\\t.&e,^ ?l\\^ 
of four hundred and thirty-feveh fp^Aea oi ^-aJc^^i 
BDd fortj of trees, that grew ou V\i\& uvowcwVa^^- 

M~J 3 
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One great inconvenience, in thii raimotk^ ' 
and, in fome refpeds, beautiful retreat, 18 the 
fcarcity of frefli water. £xcept onefpring at the 
parilh, and another at the cpnvent, tbev have 
only ciflern water of the word kind. Tois de- 
ficiency of the neoeflary fluid prevents any ynUi 
beati ever encroaching on the mountain. 

Having dined at the abbey, and received the 
cudomary donation of bleifed croffes and holf 
medals, they fet out on their return for Barcdo* 
na, which they reached the following morning. 

Catalonia is, aloaod throughout, extremely 
mountainous. The nature of the country appean 
to have great influence on the inhabitants, who 
are a hardy, adive, and induftrious race, of a 
middle fize, brown complexion, and marked fea* 
tures. 

The mocos, or mule-boyv, are excellent pedeftri- 
ans ; fome of them have been known to go from 
Barcelona to Madrid and back again, in nine 
days, which by the high road isiix hundred miles. 

The lofs of all their immunities, the ignomi* 
nious prohibition of every weapon, even a com- 
mon knife*, and an enormous load of taxes, have 
not been able to flifle their independent fpirit. 
By degrees, fome of their ancient privileges have 
been rellored ; but this is done with a very fpar- 
ing hand, and rather extorted from fear, than 
conferred from regard. 

The common drefs of a Catalonian failor or 
muleteer is thrown; and the diflindUve mark 
by which they are known in Spain, is a red wool- 
Jen cap, falling backwards like that of the ancient 

' Cju the tynony of defpo^£m ^o iuOatx > c^n ycv%xi Vx^tuix . 
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fhrygians. The middling fort of people and ar» 
tificers wear hats and dark clothes, with a half- 
wide coat carelefsly thrown over their Qioulders. 

The women have a black (ilk petticoat over a 
little hoop> ihoes without heels, bare Ihoulders, 
and a black veil lliffbned out with wire j fo that 
they refemble a hooded ferpent. 

The Catalonians are excellent for light infan- 
try, on the forlorn hope, or for a coup-de-main j 
but they are avcrfe to the ilri6tnefs of mili- 
tary difcipline. Such is their pride, that they 
cannot fubmit to be menial fervants in their own 
country ; but will rather endure any inconveni- 
ence at home or abroad, than appear in t^is capa* 
city. At a diflance, however, they make excel- 
lent fervants, and mod of the principal houfes of. 
Madrid have Catalonians at the head of their 
affairs. 

Thofe who remain at home are extremely in- 
duflrious. Their corn-harveft is in May or early 
in June ; but as thofe crops are liable to frequent 
burftings and mildews, they have turned their 
attention more to the culture of the vine, which 
they plant and nourifh with infinite labour, even 
on the fummits of their mod rugged mountains. 
Their vintages are commonly ycry plentiful. 
The beft red wine of Catalonia is made at Mata* 
TO, north of Barcelona ; and the beft white at 
Sitge^, between that city and Tarragona. 

Inhere are mhies of lead, iron, and coal, in the 
mountains, but they turn to poor account. The 
manufa6tures are of more importance. Barce- 
lona fupplies Spain ^ith mod of the clothing and 
arms for the troops. ThisbtavvcVv o^\iVi^"^^^'5*\^ 
carried on with {q much e^pcdXxioxw^ \^^N. ^^'^i 
2 '^ ^"^ 
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can equip a battalion of fix hundred qmb 
week. 

The gun-barrels of Barcelona are much ef 
«d> and fell for from four to twenty gui 
They are made out of the old (hoes of mule 

The devotion of the Catalonians feems 
pretty much on a par with that of their n 
hours in the font hern provinces of France^: 
is much lefs ardent than nearer the oapit^l. 
they are equally as fuperditious as the gr 
devotees. On the 1 ft of November, the E 
all Souls, they run about from houfe to 1 
to eat chefnuts ; believing that, for every 
nut they fwallow, with proper faith andrun 
they Ihall liberate a foul from purgatory. 

.The proceedings of the inquilition are g 
very mild. If any perfon leads a fcandalou 
or allows his tongue unwarrantable liberti( 
is fummoned by the Holy Office, and admc 
edj and in cafe of non-amendment, he is 
mitted to pritbn. 

Once a year every perfon muft anfwer ai 
tribunal, for the orthodoxy of his family 
foreign proteftant houfes are pafled over uni 
ed. By avoiding religious difcuilions, and 
forming to a few infignificiint ceremonies, i 
fon may live here in what manner he pleaf 

Mr. Swinburne left Barcelona on the IC 
November, and they fet forward for Vah 
The firft day's journey was very Ihorr, an. 
roads were good. They flopped at . Ciprei 
neat houfe, in a wild mountainous country, 
a few pines fcattered about. Here they fa\ 
the iir(t time, a true Spau\(V\ kachea — a h 
rsj fed above the level otlUfi &;)Qt»>3iXv^^^ ^ 
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funnel> where a circle of muleteers were huddled 
together over a few cinders. ^ 

Next morning they paiTed a f>road glen, or 
hollow, over which a road had been attempted 
on arches, but it failed. In the prefent i^ate 
this pafs is dangerous ; and farther on- the road 
grows worfe, in a large foreft of pines, where the 
rocks and gullies almoft render a carriage-way 
impra^icable. 

The country at the foot of the mountains is 
fertile and populous. About Villa Franca de 
Panades, the foil is remarkably light and eafily 
cultivated. 

In the evening they pafled by torch-light un- 
der a Roman arch, and returned next morning to 
examine it. This arch is almod entire, elegant 
in its proportions^ and iimple in its ornaments. 
The infcription is much defaced, but an ancient 
Spaniih author reads it— Ex testamento L. Li- 
ciNii L. F. Sergii Surae consecratum. This 
Licinius was thrice conful under Trajan, and was 
fsLttums for his extraordinary wealth. 

Next day was very delightful. The fun (hone 
out in all his fplendor ; the fea was fmooth and 
calm, and the profpe6t incelfantly varying as they 
advanced, fometimes along the rich level of the 
ihore, and fometimes over gentle eminences. 
The little river Gaya diftributes its waters in 
iione channels to all parts of the valley, and gives 
▼igour to its produdions. Here the tender olive 
fcts are nurfed up in long balkets, till they 
get out of the reach of goats and other enemies. 

As they defcended the hill of Bara, Tarragona 

prefented itfelf to their view, andvVic^ Vaxw^^^''^. 

to the right into a wood of ^Vtve& 2CCi^ ^x>q5q&> vo 

f/4^ 4 monument, that trskdiivoxv Xx^'^ t^ascw^^'^ 
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Tomb of the Scipios. They were the father and 
uncle of Scipio Africanus, both killed in Spain. : 

This building is about nineteen feet fquare, 
fnd twenty-eight high. In the front, facing thd 
iea, are two ftatues of warriors, in a mournfui 
pofture, roughly cut out of the ftones of the fc- 
pulchre. The infer! ption is Co much defaced^ 
^at it is in^poHible to n^ake any fenfe of it. 

They now afcended the almoft naked rocks of 
Tarragona, which produce nothing but the dwarf 
palm, or palraeto. 1 his'plant grows to the height 
Qf one or t>jrp feet, and i^ not only valued for ita 
fruit and the pith of its roots, but alfp for it& 
leaves, which make good brooms and ropes, and 
ferve to fatten cattle. 

The ancient Tarraco is now dwindled away ta 
a very trifling city. Many antiquities have heec 
found here, and are dill to be feen in the towiu 
and almofl all round the walls. A. few vediges 
remain of the palace of Auguftus, and of the 
great circus, an arch or two of the amphitheatre^ 
and fome fteps cut in the folid rock, ftill exift> 
overhanging the fea'. 

The cathedral, dedicated to St. Thecla, is iU 
conftru6ted ; but the new chapel, dedicated to 
that faint, is a fine piece of archite^ure. The 
in fide is cafed with yellow and brown marbles^ 
dug up in the very centre of the town, apd orna- 
mented with white foliages and bafs reliefs. 

From this city they defcended into the Campo 
Tarragones, a plain about nine miles in diameter, 
one of the mofi fruitful and beft cultivated fpot^ 
in Europe. Reus, which flands almoft in its 
centre, has agents and fa.dots from all the foreign 
ioafes at Barcelona. This Uiwti ^l^aVj-yyvcx^^^ 
4^ /ize and population, . "Vi\r\e^ 2^tv^ >Q\?kXv^\sa 'wa 
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Afcftaple commodities. Of the former, the beft 
for drinking arc produced on the hills belonging 
to the Carthuiians; thofe of the plain arc beft 
adapted for burning, as it is called. The annual 
exports arc abont twenty-thoufand pipes of bran- 
dy. Five pipes of wine make one of flrong fpi- 
• rit, and four make one of weak. 

^ This branch of trade employs about one thou- 
fand ftills in the whole Campo. ITie brandy is 
all carried in carts, down to Salo, an open but 
fefe road, five miles off. Nuts arc likewife an 
article of exportation, and upwardsof fixty-thou- 
/and bulhels have been (hipped off in one year. 
i,\'CTy thing here wears the fact of bufinefs 5 but 
this is at the expence of the inland villages^ 
■nany of which are left almoU dettitute of inha- 
bitants. 

Proceeding from Bcuf?, where they met with 
ihe moft gratifying civilities, their view was foort 
tonfined on cver>' fide by groves of locuft and 
olive trees, till they CDlered the defert, near the 
fea-ftiore, at a ruined tower, called the Cafa Yer- 
ma. In the afternoon they came to a rocky pafs 
under the fort of Balaguer. Their evening jour- 
ney lay among bleak uncc»mfortdble hills, covered 
with low flirubs. 

■ The approach of night, and the danger of ven- 
turing in fuch broken ways in the dark, obliged 
them 10 flop at Venta del Platero, a hovel fo fu* 
perlatlvely wretched as to beggar all defcription. 

' Pigs, mules, and human beings, all occupied the 
I'ame floor. A pool of water, on the level with 
their apartment, made their clothes fodam^, thgLt 
nest woinlng they might bave \i^^xv >«\\i.vvt,- 
Hon-evei, fuch is the falubxiXy oi VV^ Oa^'^Na- 

tliMt creii this did not affeOt thc\T Yi^^VOa* 
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As foot! as it was light they departed, and 
found the wafte grow more and more barren. 
The acclivity of the roads made travelling in car- 
riages almoA impoflibley nor was riding pleafant. 
The torrents had fwept away the bridges and 
caufeways, and wafhed the road to the very rock. 

In a few hours they emerged from this defert^ 
which is at lead ten leagues long. A little turn 
of the road brought them in fight of the mouth 
of the £bro, which appears to waHe itfelf before 
it reaches the fea, by running through various 
channels in a flat track, which might be convert- 
ed into very fertile land. . 

There are two good harbours at the moutB of 
the river, which is navigable for veflels of fifty 
tons burden as high as Tortofa, and for fmall 
craft much higher. The waters of the -Ebro, 
though muddy^ are condantly drank without any 
ill effects, by the natives ; and, like the Nile, 
they have a fertilizing quality, when the plains 
are inundated by them. 

Juft before our travellers entered Tortofa, they 
met the biOiop of that fee, clad in the fimple 
drefs of the inferior clergy of that province. His 
lank black hair was cut clofe to his ears, and co- 
vered by a great hat, fqueezed out on each fide 
into the form of a boat. The bifhops in this 
country in general lead a very limple and exem- 
plary life, laying out the greateft part of their 
income in charity and works of public utility. 
This, however, encourages iniolence; and is 
more praifeworthy in principle, than beneficial 
to the community. The bifhopric of Tortofa is 
worth thirty thoufand doWat^ ?L^t^T, 
JVcar this place they fawtVvcVvc^woxvc^-^TsfkcAvo. 
^ngUibmsin. who employe ou^Vxvia.\t^^W^svo. 
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gathering the plants and about fifteen at coniiant 
work in the mills. He pays a certain fura to the 
proprietors of thofe lands> for the privilege of 
colledking the liquorice-roots. About foilr hun- 
dred tons of root make fifty of cake^ which, in 
England, fells at about three pounds fifteen fhil- 
lings per hundred weight. 

Tortofa is an ugly town on the declivity of a 
hill, north of the Ebro, over which there is a 
bridge of boats. Its commerce in iilk and corn 
is now at a low ebb. They next traverfed the 
rich'Vale of Garena, where the olive trees grow 
to a great fize. Here the pea fan ts wear the Va- 
lencian drefs> which confids of a monflrous 
flouched hat, cropt hair, a fhort brown jacket, 
white waiftcoat and trowfers, flockings gartered 
below the knee, and pack thread fandals. 

At the paflage of the Senia, they entered the 
kingdom of Valencia. After crofling a track of 
heath, they defcendcd to the Ihore, which is beau- 
tifully planted with olive, mulberry, fig and lo- 
cuft trees. They found a rich red foil, and vine- 
yards neatly trimme^. From this vicinity eight/ 
thoufand pipes of a very flrong, fweet, red wine 
are annually exported to Holland, Grermany, and 
other places. 

In this plain they fufFer ranch for want of wa- 
ter; and the vintage is frequently ^iminifiied bf 
the exceffive heats, which dry up all the fprings. 
Wherever they can procure water from wells by 
means of a wheel turned by a mule, they have 
fine vegetables all the ytatT. They cut lucerne 
every week in fpring, and every fortnight in win- 
ter J and mix it with the fweet bT2LTi ^i v^^Vi- 
cud, as provender for their mules, Y^"l v^ ^^ 
oalr kind ofdeOi to be found bw^. .«. 

. Vol. XVI. M ^ 
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The pen fan ts, on the adjacent mountains, live 
mod part of the year on the roafted acorns of the 
ever-green oak, a food which is really wery fa- 
voury and palatable, but not very nouriihing. 
Even the proprietors of vineyards live in a very 
poor llylc. 

From Benicarlo they had much ftony road, al- 
.ternntely ikirting the fbore, or climbing up wild 
rocky hills. Few vales furpafs that of Margal in 
beauty. The fea forms a pidurefque bay k^fore 
it, and the mountains run behind in i vaft femi- 
circle. 

The moment they entered the petty kingdom 
of Valencia, they began to feel a feniible change 
in the climate: the days were difagreeably hot, 
though it was now the end of November, and the 
nights loft and mild, like the fummer evenings 
in England. 

The profpeds along the calm Mediterranean 
are mod enchanting. Creeks, promontories, 
towers, green woody vales, and rocks impending 
over them, are the conftant fcenes that prefent 
ihemfclvcs in pleafing variety and fucceffion. 

In travelling through this countiy, for feveral 
nights, they heard the people iinging doleful dit- 
ties under their windows to the found of a gui- 
tar, which they ftruck without any idea of mufic, 
but merely as an accompaniment. 

They were now approaching to Valencia, and 

from an eminence had a noble view of the valley 

of Almenara, a kind of land bay, furrounded by 

lofty mountains, and adorned with fix pretty 

• towns, rifing out of the bofom of a foreft of dark 

and Jj'ght gvccna, charmVr\^\v V\x\l^d. The low 

range of turrets on tV\e b\\\ oi ^wxN\t^\o, wi^, 

'^S^atum, juta out toNvaids Ocv^ fei» Viwsw VJti^ 
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chain of mountains that feparates the vale of Al- 
menara from that of Valencia. 

At Murviedro they flopped to view the ruins 
of that once celebrjrted city. The prefent town 
is very inconfiderable, and feeros to Hand upon 
the fame ground as the ancient Roman city ^ but 
in all probability^ the Saguntum, that was de- 
flroyed by Hannibal^ was built on the funamit of 
the hill. 

Half way up the rock are the ruins of the the- 
atre, in fufficient prefervation to give a tolerable 
idea of its extent and dim-ibution. It is an exa6t 
femicircle, about eighty- two yards diameter 3 the 
length of the orcheftra being twenty-four yards. 
The feats for the audience, the ilaircafes, and 
paiTages of communication, the vomitoria, and 
arched porticos are ftill eafy to be traced. The 
back part reds againft the hill ; and fome of the 
galleries are cut out of the rock. 

As the fpe^kators faced the north and eall, and 
were fheltered from the weft and fouth, nothing 
could be more agreeable in this clunate than fuch 
a Htuation } open to every pleafant and falubrir 
ous breeze, and defended from all wipds that 
might bring with them heat or npxious vapoury. 
It is computed that nine thoufand perfous could 
conveniently be feated in this theatre. 

From this fine remain of antiquity, which 
might have been more entire, had not the barr 
barous inhabitants wren0hed off the facing ftones 
to build their convents with, Mr. Swinburne 
and his companions climbed up to the fummit of 
the mountain, a narrow ridge covered with Moor- 
ifh bulwarks. A few uninteTe^vti%,'\^\^«v^'v\wv'?v., 
twowatilatfd ilatues, and fome ^oto.vci vcOcv^^^ 

i 
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thrown over a large cittern, were all the ant 
tie^ they law. 

The fortifications divide the hill into fe^ 
courts with double and tripple walls^ erede 
huge mafTes of rock, laid in regular courfe 
the Romans. Over thefe are placed the Mo« 
works, which are perfe^ly chara6teriftic oi 
military architedure of that nation. 

The iandfcape from hence was beaatiful 
grand beyond all defcription; and it is impof 
for any pen to give the lead adequate idea o 
Valencia, with all its fpires, about twelve r 
off, was diltindly difcemedj but the vi 
fcenery lefs remote was fufficient to arrett tbi 
in wonder and delight. 

From this place to Valencia is one perfed 
den, fo thick of trees, that the view is coni 
to near objeds. Villages and monatteries pn 
themfelves every hundred yards, and the r 
were crowded with multitudes of people, 
the grounds are divided into fmall compartnr 
by water-channels, the work of the Moors $ 
the prefent inhabitants, lefs Ikilful in agricull 
or lefs induftrious, have fufFered many of the 
fall into decay. 

Valencia is (ituated in fuch a dead and w< 
flat, that they were in the fuburbs before 
thought of it. The morning after their arr 
they waited on the old intendant of the provi 
with a letter of introdudion froni his cm 
of Catalonia. 

The old gentleman received their letter 
ungraciouily, and flung it on the table, witJ 
ikying a word, or' even * oSef\v\^ vVv^m a 
Having waited for fome l\me, vVve^ \i^"^^Yi\^ 
Mteach otkcp^ and to &ul\e aVXWvx x^c^^^n:^^ 
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this, the intendant looking up, alked if they were 
not Catalonians. No, replied Mr. Swinburne, 
we are EnglKhmen on our travels. Ob, oh I faid 
he, you come from a better country. Can I be 
of any fervicc to you ? 

They told him, the only favour they wanted 
was a proteftion from being peflered by the cuf^ 
tOmhoufe oflScers. He now afluroed a very civil 
carriage; but his general behaviour was arbitrary, 
cruel, and avaricious in the extreme; and our 
travellers heard many Tories to his difadvantage, 
among the Valencians, which proves that he is 
neither loved nor efteemed. 

The climate here is mild and pleafant, but 
there is fomething faint and^ enervating in the 
air. Every eatable is iniipid : the greens, wine, 
and meat, feem the artificial forced produdions 
of continual waterings and hot- beds. Here a 
man may labour for an hour at a piece of mutton, 
and when he has tired bis jaws, find that he has 
only been chewing the idea of a dinner. The 
meat, as foon as it is cut into, yields abundance 
of gravy; and nothing remains but a, mere 
withered caput mortunm. Vegetables, with the 
fineft outward fhew imaginable, tafle of nothing 
but water. 

Even the Valencians themfelv^ feem affeded 
in the fame manner: they are large built, perfon- 
able looking men, but flabby and inanimate. The 
women here are fubje6k to jealous mafters, 
who will neither truft them abroad, nor deign 
to let them fit at the fame table. The wives of 
farmers (land at their hufbands' elbow, and wait 
upon them. 

The iDbabitants, indeed, of tKvs '^xonvc^cs., '^'^^ 

mgmatizGd by th^ir neigVibov3a:s ViVV tEi^^v-j^,^;^ 

M 3 ' ^^^\>x>S| 
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probriouR appellations, di6tated, as charity \ 
incline one to hope, by the rancour of nal 
prejudice. They are, however, allowed to be 
fulien and unpoli(hed, and to have adopte 
of the fpirit of civilization than moft other 
of Spain. They ftrutall day in redicillas, or 
monflrous hats, and dark brown cloaks, \ 
give the crowds in the fireets the appearan 
a funeral proccflion. 

Scarcely any fociety is kept up among t 
(hough the falubrity of the climate and re 
of OBConomy induce feveral confiderable far 
to make this city the place of their abode. ' 
chief expence lies not in conviviality and fo( 
but in fervants, mules, and equipages ; aui 
cjuently in low and diigraceful amours. 

Valencia is large and almoin circular. Its 
ere lofty, and fome of their original towers rei 
Several large clunify bridges crofs the chani 
the Guadaviar ; but, except in rainy feafon 
bed is almoft dry. 

The captain general refides in the fubur 
an uncouth Gothic palace, at the entrance c 
Alameda, a long double avenue of poplars 
preifes, and palms, where the nobility tak 
air in coaches on fellive occafions. About a 
below, is the port of Valencia, which, pro 
Ipeaking, is an open road, the mole having 
<W'ept away by a violent llorm. 

Single horfe chairs are much in ufe here 

ure to be let at all hours at the gates. This 

clc is very uneafy ; but the horfes are exec 

J9od run along like lightning. Our trav 

/faring occaGon one day toVvxTc ^ co^ciV, \\v 

bJe-boy at their inn offered \V\s to\\ce?.\.o\ 
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the door, and four fine mules, with two po(li]« 
lions and a lackey, all in flaming liveries. They 
afterwards found that this equipage belonged to 
a counter* j and that the nobility make no fcru- 
pie of letting out their carriages, probably for the 
benefit of their fervants, when they do not want 
them themfelves. 

The ftreets of this city are crooked and narrow; 
and being deflitute of pavings are full of dud ia 
dry weather, and in wet, deep in mud. They 
even plead advantage froni this, as it makes ma- 
nure more plenty. Thus idlenefs and flovenlinefs 
will never want an excufe. 

The hovifes are little more attradive than the 
ilreets. Moft of the churches are tawdry, and 
loaded with barbarous ornaments, both within 
and without. In the multitude, however, of fa- 
cred edifices, fome may be found that excel in 
particular parts ; but fcarcely one that deferves 
commendation in the whole, frr elegance or fym- 
metry. 

Some of the churches have domes, but the 
greater part tall flendcr turrets, painted and be- 
decked with all forts of pila iters and whim- 
fical devices. Every thing, indeed, is gilt and 
bedaubed with incredible profufion,' 

The cathedral is a large Gothic pile; and its 
archbi(hopric, one of the bed in Spain, is faid to 
be worth forty thoufand pounds a year. The re- 
venues of Toledo are ftiil greater, but they are 
more precarious, and more expenfive in colled- 
ing. The lad and prefent archbidiops of Valen- 
cia were the fons of peafants \ aad 0\^ x\i\\vi«|^ 
pafSoa of both fecms to hav^b^tu csKvN^twxAsci^^-^ 
lag. 
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Pricfts, nuns^ and friars, of every denominatioQ 
and drefs, fwarm in this city ; where fonje con- 
vents contain more than one hundred monks, all 
richly provided for. , n. 

The lonja, or exchange, is a very noble Gk>thic 
hall, built about the clofe of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, with all the beauty and richnefs which that 
%le is fufceptible of. Some other civil buildings 
are not inelegant nor incommodious for their def« 
tination. 

This city and kingdom has undergone many 
revolutions, and has fallen under various malilera 
of different nations. At lad it was taken from 
the Moors by James I. king of Arragon in 1 238, 
and for ever annexed to that crown, the fate of 
which it has iince followed in all its revolutions. 

The population of Valencia is 'computed at one 
hundred tboufand, and that of the whole king- 
dom at feven hunc^red and (ixteen tboufand eight 
hundred and eithty-four fouls, refident in five 
hundred and feventy towns and villages. The 
nianufa6tures of filk are thechiefcaufeof a num- 
ber of inhabitants, which, if compared with other 
provinces of Spain, may be reckoned very confi- 
derable. 

Government has prohibited the exportation of 
raw filk from this province, in order to lay in a 
ftock that may keep the manufadurers conftantly 
employed in bad years j for it has fometimes hap- 
pened, that half the workmen have been thrown 
out of bread, for want of materials. 

The great nurferies of mulberry plants in this 

plain, are, produced from l'eed> obtained by rub- 

bfng a rop J of efparto ovet \\^^^^ q»^ xv^^xswiSifeKt- 

rles, and then burying Vt \.wo\ivc\\^% vyxv\«. ^&fc 

ground. As the y ouug v^auU com^^ ^^^ '''^''^^ 
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drtiwn and tranfplanted. The trees, which are 
all df the white kind, are afterwards fet out ia 
rows, and pruned every fecond year. 

Fruit, hemp, wine, and cotton, are likewifc 
produced in the utmoft abundance in Valencia ; 
and form foine of the grand articles of exporta- 
tion. But notwithftandlng all this plenty, the 
pcafantry can with difficulty procure food to keep, 
their families from ftarving. 

In the beginning of December, they left Va- 
lencia, and travelled the firft day through a plain, 
as fertile as nature and frequent watering can 
render i|. 

Before they arrived at Alzira, a large town in 
an illand of the Xucar, they croflTed an exteniive 
track of land, ailonifhingly fertile. The peas and 
beand in the fields were very high, and in full 
blow. They were Hopped feveral times by long 
droves of mules, carrying corn to Valencia, the 
eondudors of which were ill-looking fellows, 
clothed in leather. 

In the afternoon, at the entrance of a more 
mountainous country, they came to the rice- 
grounds, now in ftubble. The rice of Valencia 
is more yellow than that of the Levant ; but rec- 
koned more nutritive, and capable of being longer 
kept. 

They lay at Xativa, formerly a ftrong fortrefs, 
but being dcftroyed by Philip V. was rebuilt 
under the name of San Felipe. That monllerr 
Borgia, afterwards Pope Alexander VI. was a na- 
tive of this town. 

Their route from this town lay up winding 
▼aJcat, between ridges of higVi \At21VL mo>xT^w\% 
Oh'rt plantations, pine fofeft%, «Lii^ \Wki^ Osx^^^ 
JilUs now iilutcd their view. ^ 
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Next morning, the froft was very iharp on tho 
high bare hills, where there is much corn land^ 
but no trees. The farm houfes are fcatterecl 
about in that track pretty inuch as they are in 
the open parts of England. 

On entering Villena, they were ilruck with the 
drefs of the inhabitants. A brown montero-cap, 
jacket, and breeches, with a yellow waidcoat, 
being the ufual uniform, put them in mind of 
Sancho Panga -, particularly as they were in that 
corner of the country from which the inimitable 
Cervantes drew his pi^ures. 

The caftle of Villena is large and well lituated, 
and has once been firong. The whole confines of 
Valencia and Callille are full of ruined towers, a 
mark of the mifery ariling from fmall contigu- 
ous kingdoms^ which nature intended to ba 
united. 

Soon after, they found the ftyle of falutation 
quite changed. Inftead of " God keep your 
worfhip," the peafants here began to bawl out, afc 
fome diftance, " Ave Maria puriffiraa," to which 
it is neceflary to return, " Sin pecado concebida^" 
or, *^ Deo gratias." 

They reached Alicant very early in the morn- 
ing of the 8th of December, and took up their 
lodgings at an inn that overhangs the fea, wherei 
the waves beat againft their walls under their 
windows, and the whole road and harbour lay 
beautifully ftretched out before them. 

Our travellers foon experienced the ufual po-. 

litencfs of their countj7men, relident in this 

town. The Bri tifh fa6tory confifls of five houfes ; 

and the dyle of living in it was moxei t\^%^tA.\kaa 

ihey expedtcd to find out o£ t\xe cai5\U\. 
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But, hofpitably as they were treated here, our 
author fays he cannot praife the place itfelf : it 
has neither buildings nor flreets that can recom- 
mend it to di(lin6tion. The houfes areT foHd^ 
with flat roofs, covered with cement; and every 
thing looks fo white, that it tires the eye. The 
duft flies about in whirlwinds in fine weather, 
and when it rains, it requires boots to walk the 
ftreets in. 

In the hot months this place is a very furnace; 
but in winter it is impoffible not to be delighted 
with the Climate, and the beauties the fituatioa 
of the port of Alicant affords. It (lands on the 
middle of a narrow neck of land, that ftretches 
out into the fea in femicircular form. A rocky 
mountain rifes diredly behind the town, on the 
fummit of which ilands the cafUe, fortified in the 
modern flyle. 

Behind the caftle-hill is a plain, fome leagues 
in circumference, and the the gardens of Alicant 
He along the fea-lhore, furrounded on three fidet 
by very lofty mountains. In this vale the fine 
Alicant and Tent wines are made. 

Water is the great agent, the primam mobile 
, of all produdions in this country. Every thin^ 
tanguilhes, and is foon parched up without atf 
ample fupply of it. Abundance of rain, fecure^ 
both a plentiful harveft and^a copious vint-^ 
age. Whenever a fpring is difcovered, the 
king's officers feize on it, and allot to each land- ' 
holder a proper hour for letting it flow on hii 
grounds. 

The Englifh fa6tory here imports all forts ci^ 
bale goods, corn, and NewfouxxdX^iu^ c»^. *^>CkR 
articles ofthdr exportation aie w\tv^ 2A\^\i^'^*^'^ 
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This laft grows in great quantities along the 
efpecially near Carthagena. 

The opera here is performed in the Italian 
but has few attractions. Our author fays, 
were very near being deprived of the pleafi 
feeing it, fuch as it was, by the fuperilition t 
clergy, who attributed the long continuar 
drought ip that ungodly entertainment} 
luckily for the poor performers, a fmart (h 
fell juft as the interdidion was publifhing 
the continuance of rain all the next day mad 
priefts in a better humour. 

They left Alicant on the 1 2th of Decembei 
halted fird at Elche, a large town built o 
ikirts of a wood of palm trees, , very old 
ilately. The country round this town has a 
cheerif«l afpe6t, and is fufficiently fertile fror 
abundance and judicious diflribution of 
water. Near this place are avenues, planted 
the Peru pepper tree, or fchinus mollc, k 
with branches of a handfome rofe-coloured 

From hence they proceeded up the va" 
Murcia, fojuflly celebrated for the variety 
richnefs of its culture. Though it was the: 
heart of winter, the general appearance 01 
celebrated fpot was a bright green, arifing 
the young corn, the flax, lucerne, pulfe, 
orange groves. 

The city of Murcia is neither large nor 1: 

fome. The Segura, a muddy river, divides 

two, and though it •loes not contribute muc 

the embellilhment of the town, it affifts to f 

jze the plain. Hundreds of drains convey iti 

tersto the inclofures*, atid\tv ^^\Vt,Q^ U\e ei 

of a /corciiing fani tV^ey i^xtfciN^ vVt, Nt:^ 

fyilem frefh and fuccu\^l. 

2. 
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The cathedral is a large inaflive pile, and is re- 
markable for its fpire, to the top of which it is 
pollible to ride. From this elevation is a full 
view of the town and country. The nanaesand ban- 
ners of the Jews that have been burnt in this towa 
by the Inquilition, are hung up in the church 
like fo many trophies won in the day of battle. 

From Murcia they ftruck dire6tly acrofs ihe 
vale, into the chain of mountains on the fouth of 
the town ; and after pafling the night at a molt 
pitiful venta, they arrived eariy neit day at Car- 
'thagena, where they took up their lodgings at 
the Golden Eagle, the befl houfe of entertainment 
they had found in Spain. 

By means of a letter from Barcelona, our author 
and his friends procured permiOion to vifit the 
ducks and magazines of this port, the moft conii- 
derable in the Spaniih dominions. 

The arfenal is a fquare building, fouth-weftof 
the town. Forty pieces of cannon defend its ap- 
proach from the fea ', but on the land iide it is 
without defence. They faw only one feventy 
gun ihip on the (locks, and a rotten hulk heaved 
down to be repaired. Behind the wet-dock was 
a hmg range of magazines *for (lores, which did 
not appear very well tilled, though the Spaniards 
pretended the contrary. Indeed, they fecmed 
iincafy and jealous of our travellers; who found 
it ditiicult to pcrfuade them, that they had no 
finiiter views in their expedition. 

The ihips are heaved down in dock, which 
muft be kept clear of water by the conllant ufc 
of feveral (ire engines, and the great pump, whick 
is plied wiihont interniiflioub^ %^^\\\^ c.:\wvw5\% 
and Barbary Haves. Of t\\e ioxvcv^x >>\^^ «\\j.h^ 
eight hundred, and of t\\e \2LVXfc^ ^\i^ >KO?a^w 
Vi^i.. XVI. N ^^ 
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Moft of thefe wretches arc kept to the hard labour 
of pumping iixteen hours out of the twenty-fourj 
dod in the fummer feafoD, fcarce a day pafles that 
feme of them do not drop down dead at their 
work. Their defpair is fometimes fo outrageous, 
that, if they can get within reach of a weapon^ 
they will plunge it in their own breaft, or in that 
of an aiTociatCj merely to be put to death them* 
felves. 

It is impodible to fee thofe miferable beings 
without comraiferatioD, yet the atrocioufnefs of 
their crimes, perhaps, have deferved all they enr 
.dure. The feverity, however, exercifed over the. 
Moorifh captives, makes reafon and humanity re« 
•volt. Retaliation will not be a fufficient plea 
in juftificatioi^ ofChriftians. 

The port of Carthagena is in the figure of a 
heart, and is naturally very complete. The 
ifland of Efcombrera blocks up the entrance, and 
ihelters it from the violence of the wind and 
waves. High bare mountains rife very fteep 
from the water-edge, on the eaft and weft. On 
the north> a narrow long ridge of hills, on which 
the city ftands, ihuts out the view of the inland 
country. 

Our travellers, accompanied by fome friends, 

rowed round this delightful harbour, and exa- 

mined its different parts and ftations. They found 

two frigates and four- chebecs lying here. Juft 

as they were pa (ling the commodore, a fignai was 

made for weighing anchor, and getting under fail. 

As our countrymen were delirous of learning a 

a Uttle of Spanifh feamanfhip, they requeued 

iAeir /{eerfnuin to We wv^uV\%ovi^,'dL\At«aA\a 

sloag dde, that they mi^Vii i^ Ow^tfticQi f& ^v- 

jaove out. The old faWot \«»x>aVj Xaxx^'c^ j^> 
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thieir requeft; telling them they were not at 
Portfmouth ; and bade his men row away, as he 
was fure none of the veifels would be ready to 
depart for three days at leaft, and that the (rgnal 
was merely io compliance with the letter of their 
orders. 

Carthagena is large, bat has very few good 
ftreets, and flill fewer grand or remarkable build- 
ings. The hofpital is a large fquare, round two 
courts, three flories high towards tLe fea, and' 
two to^t^ards the land. The Oyle of architedure 
and the plan are good. 

Farther eaft^is a fmall church, ereded in ho* 
nour of St. James, the patron of Spain, who is 
piouily believed to have landed here when he 
came from Paleftine, to convert this country to' 
Chriftiauity. 

As the principal crops of barilla are produced 
ip this vicinity, Mr. Swinburne was at fome trou- 
ble to obtain information refpefting fuch a valu- 
able vegetable. He found that there were four 
plants of this genus, which, in the early part of 
their growth, bear a ftrong refemblance to •each 
other. Thefe are, to uf<3 the Spanifh diftin^ions, 
barilla, gazul, or algazul, foza, and falicomiy or 
falicor. They are all burnt to alhes; but applied 
to different purpofes, as being poifefled of differ- 
ent qualities. 

Barilla is fre(h fown every year, and rifes to the 
height of a bout four inches. Gazul is fown butonce 
in three, four, or five years, according to the foil, 
and does not exceed half the height of barilla. 
Soza rifes to treble the fize of barilla, and re- 
tains St bright green colour lo iVx^X^.^. '^jaJiNRxsx^ 
from the 6ra, grows uprlghl, aud.TOaOcLtfe^^s^'^ 
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a bu(h of young rofemary : its natural foil is on 
the declivities of hills, and near fait mardies. 

Barilla contains lefs faks than -the others ; and 
M'hen burnt it runs into a raafs refenibling a 
fpongy done, with a faint cafi of blue. 

All thefe afhes contain a flrong alcali ; but ba- 

rilla the belt and pureft. On this principle it is 

. the fitteil for making glafs and bleaching linen : 

the others are ufed in making foap, for they 

would burn linen. 

The method ufed in making barilla is the fame 
as what is followed in the north of England in 
burning kelp. An acre will yield about a ton; 
confequently the crop is very valuable. 

Not far from Carthagena is a place -called Al- 
ma zaron, where they gather a fine red earth, called 
almagra^ ufed for poliihing mirrors, and Jikewife 
for giving tobacco that colour and foftnefs, which 
conllitute the principal merit of Spanilh fnutF. 

On the 19th of December, they left Carth»»- 
gena, and for two days travelled up the plain, till 
the two ridges of mountains, that formed its bouu- 
daries, united at Its head. 

Proceeding through a country, extremely vari- 
ed, »nd, in general, little attractive, or prefenting 
any interefting objects, they arrived at Il'nallos 
on the 24th. This is a difmal ruinous village 
vith mud walls; but the roads had been fo bad, 
and their journey fo longcontinued, that anyplace 
was agreeable where they could repofc. 

Next morning they, proceeded down a valley, 
and foon came in light of the plain and city of 
Grenada, beautiful, even in its brumal robes, be- 
j'ond efpreffion . 

Grenada is a place of great at\V\cvoAV^ ^ ^x^^Vva* 
l^cen much celebrated ia Kiftor^, \>ov\x ^m^^v^*^ 

I 
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and oriental. It was the beautiful and favoured 
metropolis of a Moorifh kingdom of the fame 
name, which fubfifted feven hundred and eighty^^ 
two years. 

Ferdinand of Caftille, after a nine months bloc- 
kade of the capital, obliged the Moorifh king^ 
Abouabdou]ah> to furrender ; and the conqueror, 
with his queen Ifabella, made their triumphal 
entiy into Grenada on the 2d ofJanuary 1492* 
The Mooriih prince, as he was condu6ting to the 

Elace appointed for his reiidence, ftopped on the 
ill of Padul, to take a laft view of his beloved 
Grenada* The fight of this, which renewed his 
moft tender recolledions, overcame his refolution; 
he bnrfl into tears, and in the anguifli of his foul, 
broke out into the mod bitter exclamations 
againft the feverity of his fate. 

Such Moorifh families as remained in Grenada, 
after the diifolution of the monarchy^ were conti* 
nually molefted by zealous priefis and bigotte4 
princes. The Spanifh clergy, not at all fatisfied 
in the external ihow of their converfion to 
Chrillianity, were eager to difcem the fincere 
from the pretended ; and therefore fet fpies over 
them to watch their minateft actions that th^ 
might be furnifbed with grounds of accufation. 

Irritated at laft beyond endurance, thisMorifcoa 
formed a grand confpiracy againft their tyrants, in 
1568, but after an infurredion of two years, they 
were at \aik reduced by the Spaniards, and dif- 
perfed all over the kingdom ; while the rabbl|9 
of the two Caftille's were fent to occupy their 
lands. 

la J 610, Philip III. iffued^Xi tX\eL>^^\s«a5CQ>^- 
ing every perfon of MooriOci «Vc^aL\c«v>^v0c»sss5X. 
exception, to retire out o€ S^?CvQ» ^W^CL^iv?}? 
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and extraordinary order was apparently pundually ' 
obeyed 5 neverthelefs, in 1726, the inquifition tcr- 
teted out and drove into banifbment fome conii- 
derable remains of that unfortunate race ; and it 
is very probable they are not wholly extin6t now, 
though experience and adverfity have taughtthem 
the caution of concealment. Indeed, our author 
fays, that a village in the mountains up the Da- 
ro is almoft wholly compofed of the defcendants 
of Moors, who are eafiiy dittinguifhed from the 
Caftillians by their round plump faces, fmall 
bright eyes, little nofe, and proje6ting undcr-jaw. 

The glories of Grenada have pafTed away with 
all its old inhabitants; its dreets are choked with 
iilth } its aquedu6ts crumbled to duft j its woods 
deflroycd; its territoiy depopulated; its trade 
loft; in (liort, every thing, except the church and 
the law, is in a moft deplorable iituation. 

But enough of the Alhambra ftill remains'to 
ihew the magnificence of the ancient kings of 
Grenada. This fortrefs an^ refidence of the Ma- 
hometan monarchs^of that country derk'es its 
name from the red colour of the materials of 
which it is originally built— alhambra Signifying 
a red houfe. Moft of the fovereigns took a de- 
light in adding new buildings to the old towers, 
now called Torres de laCampana, or in erabellifti- 
ing what had been erected by their predeceftbrs. 

Thepleafantneis of the fituation and the purity 
of the air, induced the emperor Charles V. to be- 
gin a magnificent edifice on the ruins of the of- 
rces of the old palace, probably for his ufual re- 
fjdtnce) but his volatile temper, and the multi- 
pJichy of bis avocations, r»\ade V\tcv ^wt \\.^ aU 
though ts of Grenada, long bcf o\e \v^ \\^^ feiv^'e:^ 
^heplan. 
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The Alhambra ftands between two rivers on a 
very high hill, that projeds into the plain, and 
overlooks the city. The entrance from (Grenada 
is by a maiiive gate, which condu6ts into the out- 
ward inclolure of the palace. An avenue of elms 
commences here, which foon increafes to a 
wood, interfeded by walks, and little ftreamsal- 
rood choked up. A large fountain adorns the 
platform near the top of the hill 

A diverticle to the left leads from thisfpot, un- 
der the walls of the inner inclofure. Its appear- 
ance is that of an ancient town, exhibiting a long 
range of high embattled walls, interrupted at 
regular diftances by large, lofty, fquare tow- 
ers.. Thefe have one or two arched windows, 
near the top, and a precipitate Hope from .the bot- 
tom into a dry ditch. The whole is built with 
round irregular pebbles, mixed with cement and 
gravel. 

The principal entrance into the caftle is by a 
fquare tower, anciently ciilled the Gate of Judge- 
ment, becaufe jullice ufed to be adminiftered here 
. in a lummary manner. 

As this gate is never ufed for carriages, the paf- 
fage winds through feveral turns, full of images, 
indulgences, and altars, before the vifiter reaches 
a narrow ftrcet, between a row of mean barracks 
on the right, and the caftle wall on the left, fup- 
pofed to have been built by the Phoenicians. 

This lane ends in the great fquare, or Plaza de 
los Algibes, i'o named from the ancient cifterns 
that undermine it from one end to the other, and 
are conftantly fed by a fupply of running water. 
The profpedt from t\\e ^2i\?i^tX. ^•a^'vi^ ^^vs^^'e^- 
fiiUy grand. 
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On the brow of the hill, overhanging the city, 
(land the Towers of the Bell,'a group of high fquare 
buildings, now converted into prifons. Below 
them is the governor's garden, a very pleafant 
walk, lined with pine^ orange, and cyprefs treesj 
and mjrrtle hedges. 

On the right hand of the Plaza de los Algibes is 
a gateway, ere&ed by Charles V. to condud to 
the fuperb palace he defigned, which fiands facing 
the Torres de la Campana. This edifice is a per- 
fed rquare> of two hundred Spaniih feet : it has 
two orders of pilafhres, Doric and Ionic, on a 
Ruftic bafe. 

Three of the fronts are open } the fourth, or 
northern, is conneded with the ancient palace of 
the Moori(h kings. The plan of Charles V. was 
never completed $ bat, from the progrefs made, 
enough is ihewn to excite the regret of eyery ad- 
mirer of architedural beauty, that it bad not pro* 
ceeded farther. The archited, who was a Spani- 
ard, has difplayed a tranfcendent genius, gran- 
deur of %le, and elegance and chastity of deiign« 

The Moorifh palace, on the north, is a huge 
aiiemblage of buildings, without any .apparent 
defign. The walls are entirely deilitute of oi-na- 
ment, an4 are compofed of pebbles and gravel, 
plaftered over very inartificially ; yet, within it 
pofleiTes beautiesalmoft unrivalled. The (irft court 
frontains the common baths, which are uncom- 
monly riph and elegant. The ceilings and walla 
are incrufted with fret work in ftucco. In every 
divifion are Arabic fentences of different lengths, 
JnoR of them expre^ve of the following mean* 
Ing: ^* There is no conqueror bvil Oo^^ ^"^^ 
^'' Obedience and. iionour to out \otA K>DO^^\io>\- 
/^A " TidjceiUpgs are gilt or pa\ute&> ^^^♦^'^^ 
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conftantly expoled to the air, time has caufed no 
diminution in the frcflinefs of their colours. 

Oppolite to the door of the Communa, is an 
entrance into the apartment of the Lions, an ob- 
long court one hundred. feet long and fifty broad, 
environed with a -Colonnade. The area is paved 
with coloured tiles j the colonnade with white 
marble. The walls are covered five feet up with 
chequered tiles of blue and white. Above and 
below is a border of fmall efcutchecns with the 
Arabic motto, **,No conqueror but God." The 
columns that fupport the roof and gallery are of 
white marble, \try llender, and fantaftically 
adorned. They are nine feet high, and eight 
inches and a half in diameter. The ceiling is 
executed in ilucco, with inimitable delicacy and 
beauty. 

In the centre of the court are twelve ill defign- 
ed lions, from the mouths of which ilTued ilreams 
of water, afterwards received into a large refer* 
voir, where it communicated by channels with 
the jet d'eaus in the apartments. This fountiiia 
is of white marble, and enibelliihed with many 
feft(<ons and Arabic diftichs. 

Palfing along the colonnade, on the fouth is' a 
circular room, wit{i a light and elegant cupola, 
painted and defigned in the moft exquifite tafte. 
Every thing in this apartment infpires the moll 
pleafing and voluptuous ideas. 
• Beyond this are two rooms, fnppofed to have 
been tribunals, or audience chambers. Tn the 
ceiling are three hilioricnl paintings, executed 
with much force of colouring, but harfli and fliff. 

OppofUe to the Sa\a de W MiextfL^\\?.%<^%\^vW 
entrance into the Torve i\e\2i% ^o%V^^\'wvn^n'5ss.,^'^ 
the Tower of the Two S\&.c\^', i^ axj^^y^^ 'v^^ 
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two very beautiful pieces of marble, laid in the 
pavement. This gate exceeds all the reik in beau* 
ty of profpe6t, and in profufion of ornaments. It 
commands a view of a range of apartments, where 
a multitude of arches terminate in a large win- 
do'^ open to the country. In a gleam of fun* 
fhine^ the variety of tints and lights thrown on 
this enfilade are uncommonly rich. Sqme of ther 
apartment^ in themfelves are highly attra6tive, 
but no defcription can convey an adequate idea 
of them. 

Having completed the tour of the upper 
apartments, they defcended to the lower fioor, 
which originally confided of bed diambers, and 
fummer rooms. The back ftairs and paflages^ 
that facilitated the intercourfe between them> are 
without number. The moil remarkable apart* 
ment in this fuite is the royal bed room. The 
beds are placed in two alcoves, upon a raifed 
pavement of white and blue tiles. A fountain 
played in the middle, to refrcfti the air in hot 
weather. Behind the alcoves are two doors that 
led to the royal baths, which are of marble. 

Hard by is a whifpering gallery, and a kind of 
labyrinth. Under the council room, is a long 
ilip. called the king's fiudy ; and adjoining to it 
are vaults, the place of fepulture for the royal 
line. 

It is irapoflible to view this palace without be- 
ing ftruck with a fenfe of its perfeA adaptation 
for voluptuous retirement. No wonder the Moors 
regretted the lofs of Grenada ; no wonder they 
li)}} prefer their weekly prayers for the recovery 
^Z* tA/s citj'j which they deem a ietteiim\ ^^x^- 
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The Alameda, along the banks of the Xenil, 
IS a mod delightful ualk for the inhabitants cf 
Grenada. The hills rife boldlj to back the ave- 
n lie with orange groves, cyprefs alleys, and cluf- 
ters of houfes, grouped cpon the waving line of 
its fides and fuounit. Beyond the river is another 
promenade, or drive, for the Grenadines. 

The more diflant parts of the hills are rather 
bare, and hollowed out into caverns, by the an- 
cient inhabitants of the country, and Aill occupi- 
ed by a tawny, ill-favoured tribe. 

The environs of the town arc ftill charming. It 
is univerfally affirmed, that Grenada is a delicious 
refidenceevenin fnmmer; and nothing, Mr. Swin- 
burne fays, could be more agreeable than the 
mild funny afternoons they enjoyed here^ though 
it was Chriftmas. 

The women drefk in black veils and black (ilk 
petticoats. They are much handfomer than the 
ladies in the other parts of Spain, that had fallen 
under our traveller's view. The furprifing purity 
of the air probably contributes to the frefhnefs of 
their complexions^ and the vivacity of their man- 
ner. 

The walls and gates of the town are mofUy 
demoliihed. Moft of the ftreets are narrow and 
dirty. The Rambla is a very broad, long ftreet, 
leading to the great walk. A lofty church and 
fome public edifices give this Hreet an air of 
grandeur, not common in a Spanifh city. 

There is fcarcely a houfe in Grenada that has 
not over its door, in large red charaders,'Ave Ma- 
ria puriffima fin pecado conccbida. The imma- 
culate conception is a favoxxnVt ^oSccvcv^ ^^ "^^ 
Fraflcircans,thepreVa\\it\ftip2LT\.^ •. V\vt^\iacccs:^>^^'^ 
oil the other hand, ate iVxut p^^X^^'^^^^^'^^^V 
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The mnik(!t-place is rpacious, but the build- 
ings are ill conllrudltrd. They are generally 
iMoorilh, and, from top to bottom, nothing is to 
be I'een but rows of large windows, divided by 
narrow brick pi hi Hers. The regulations of the 
market are very llri6t ; but extremely ferviceablc 
to the iiiterefts of the poor. No perfon is alldw- 
ed to carry home his meat till it has been weigh- 
ed before a fitting committee of magillrates. 

(3ne of our countrymen's fervants, from igno- 
rance of this regulation, was hurried to jail. An 
alguazil coming up behind him, feized on his ca- 
tering balket^ and was immediately faluted by a 
violent blow on the chaps with a llioulder of mut- 
ton, which brought the Spaniard to the ground. 
The hero was then marching otf in triumph, but 
he was fuon overtaken by a detachment of algu- 
azils, and committed to cullody; from which, 
however, he was liberated, on fubmilfion and pro- 
per application. 

The ouLlides of the churches are painted in a 
theatrical lalte, and their infides fet off with a 
profufion of marbles, brought from the neigh- 
bouring mountains. The dark green, from Sierra 
Nevada, is the moll valued. 

The cathedral, which in point of architecture 
flaiuis very high in the opinion of the Grenadines, 
is an allcinblage of three churches. The firll is 
a cliimfy narilh church, the fecond a large chapel 
f rcJtctl by Ivrdinand, at the era when the arts 
were in the moll unflouriQiing ftate. Both with- 
in and without, tliis chapel is encumbered with 
thf; weight of lUowu ill -proportioned ornaments. 
I'crdiii.md iind li\\\w\\'X repoC^i befo\c \\\^ v\\T^\» 
undrr u Jiirgc marble monument, Te\>\evc \s'\v\\ *Cv- 
^^rcs and groicUiUQS, ikot baiUy cy.ccuVe<\>co\\^\- 
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dcring the iliort time that elapfcd between their 
execution and the building ot the chapel. 

Adjoining^ on a fimilar touib^ are Itretched out 
the effigies of their Ibn-in-law, Philip the fair of 
Auftria, and of Joan their daughter. Over the 
great door is the emblem of the united monar- 
chies — a bundle of arrows tied together, and 
clutched in the talons of an eagle. 

PVom the chapel is the entrance into the main 
church, not yet finilhed, though it was begun in the 
reign of Charles V. It has the advantage of be- 
ing well lighted ; but the architect, by eflaying 
every order, has combined and difpofed of them 
in fuch a heavy and confufed manner, that they 
- produce none of that grand effed vi hich refults 
from the well-proportioned parts of a whole, 
when placed in harmony with each other. 

The church of St, John of God is richly orna* 
men ted, and fo are many others in Grenada j but 
i'f.w of them are in a chafte ftyle of archite6ture. 

The amphitheatre for bull fealls is of fione, 
and pafles for one of the moii magnificent in 
Spain. 

The courts here draw a fwarm of lawyers, who 
abforb the riches, and are the only people that 
live in any degree of luxury or affluence. Com- 
merce is very feebly carried on, without encou- 
ragement or protedion } and population gradual- 
ly decreafes. 

The whole city does not contain more than 
fifty thoufand fouls, of which number, not more 
than eighteen thoufand are produ6tive hands j 
the rell are lawyers, eccleliallics, children, and 
beggars. 

Ihe piny-houfe dvRe.T^ \tv ^qxcv^ x^Jv^^^^'^ '^^^'^ 

xnvit others in Spam. TVve m^ia^ ^coi^i "^^^^ 

Vox.. XVi. Vi "^^ 
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ground floor 5 and the women are feated high up 
in a kind of crazy gallery. The fire of the flint 
and fteel was fo frequent among the men, who 
were preparing to fmoke^ that it looked like 
foldiers going through their exercife. One 
day a farce was exhibited, which was all meta- 
morphofeSy a continual change of clothes and 
chara6ier. At laft out came a Capuchin friar, 
mounted on an afs, who, after many grimaces 
and buffooneries, coupled the other performers id 
the bands of wedlock. 

On the 2d of January 177^9 our travellers fet 
out from Grenada by the way of Vega, pa fling 
chiefly through arable lands, without either vines 
or mulberry trees. 

Palling through Antequera, a large ftraggling 
town, they hired a. guide, and fet out on horfe- 
back for Malaga by the mountain road, a ride of 
feven leagues, and foon reached that town. 

Malaga flands in the corner of a plain, which 
is quite bare of wood, except the little that grows 
about the country houfes : the naked crag>;y 
mountains hang over the fliore, and fcarce leave 
room for the city. A Moorilh caille, 0:1 the 
fliarp point of a rock, com inaiids every purt of it» 

This confined fituation renders Mil iga infuf- 
ferably hot eight months in the year. The road 
and port feera well iheltered and fafe, but are 
fufceptible of much improvement. The ftreets 
are narrow ; and except the cathedral, few pub- 
lic edifices deferve notice. This is indeed a ftu- 
pendoos pile, begun by Philip II. while married 
to Mary of England . Their united arras are over 
the gate. It is faid to be as W^e as ^t..?^\i\s\Tv 
J^ndoa$ bat Mr. Swinbarue \s wox. ciiw>j\x\c.e.^ cA 
tiie accaracy of this account. TueNiv^o^ ^i v\^\% 
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diocefe enjoys an income of lixteen thoufand 
por.nds a year. 

There are about fourteen foreign houfe^ fettled 
in trade in Malaga^ which export five thoufand 
butts of wine a year, at from ten to thirty pounds a 
bill t. Formerly more wine was exportlcdj but the 
demand has of late been confiderably dimini{hed» 
The raifins, or dried grapes, make a capital branch 
of commerce. If prelTed^ they would make a rich 
"white wine. 

lleturning from Malaga, by the fame road to 
Antequcra, they left the latter again on the 9th of 
January, and took the way of Pedrera, through a 
champaign and pleaiant country, with fome lakes 
of great extent appearing between them and the 
mountains. 

At Oiruna> a large difagreeable town, they ob- 
ferved that the inhabitants wore large white hat«. 
On the I J th, they entered a beautiful park-like 
country, ^here the fwells were covered with fo- 
reiis of pines and cork trees, or rows of olives. 
Next day they began traverliBg the rich vales of 
Andaluiia ; and at Alcanterilla, they paiTed a 
bridge of two arches, the lower part of which 
was Roman, as appeared from the words Au- 
GusT.-PoNTEM, the remains of an infcription, be- 
tween the arches. 

Farther on lay Xeres, a large town with wind- 
ing dreets, and horrid kennels of black fiagnated 
water, which emitted a moft fuftbcating effluvia. 
The hills about the town are pretty, and the 
view towards Cadiz pleafing. Some poets have 
placed the Elyfian fields in this neighbourhood, 
and pretended that the GviadaXcVt. *\& >iafc \v4« ^^ 
Oblivion, or the Lethe oi ati\A<\\vvVj. \^ ^'^^'^ 
pJace mud have urideTcou^ n^VJ ^^^^I^tI 
O % ^ 
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changes ; for this paradife now is little more than 
a flat marlh, refembling the Lincoln fhire fens. 

On the 141 h of January, they hired a bark to 
carry them down the Guadalete to Cadiz. The 
paflage was ibort, and they were enchanted with 
the view of the Ixiy, (hipping, and city flretching 
into the ocean. 

Cadiz occupies the whole face of the wcfterQ 
extremity of the iflc of Leon, which is compofed 
of two parts, joined together by a narrow bank of 
fand. At the fouth-eaft end, the ancient bridge 
of Sua^o, thrown over a deep channel, affords a 
communication between the idand and the con- 
tinent j and a (Irong line of works defends the 
city from all approaches along the illhmus^ 

Except tbc Caile Ancha, all the ftreets are nar- 
row, ill-paved, and filthy. They are ail drawn in 
llrcight lines, and moft of them interfed each 
other at right angles. The houfes are lofty, and 
generally furniflied with a veftible, which is left 
open at night. The principal apartments are up 
two pair of (lairs. The roofs are flat, and cover- 
ed with an impenetrable cement, and few arc 
without a turret, or mirador, for the purpofe of 
commanding a view of the fea. Round the para- 
pet walls at top are placed rows of fquare pillars, 
which give this city a lingular appearance. 

Cadiz is divided into twenty-four quarters, un- 
der the infpsdion of as many oflficers of police. 
The population is ellimated at one hundred and 
forty thoufand fouls. 

The fquare of St. Antonio is large and tolera- 

bl/ haadfome. The public walk, or Alameda, is 

a pJeafant ei^ening promenade.. ^ti^ovA^ v\v\^ \?. 

the Campofanto, or alriug pXace *\w c^\\\a«,^^\ 

(i/7</ oppoCne to it Hands tViti t'omet^Qi Sx..^^\^l" 
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tian, built on a neck of land running out into the 
fea. The round tower, at the extrennity, is fup- 
pofed to have faved the city from being fuept 
away by the fury of the waves, in the great earth- 
quake of 1/55. 

On the flkore ftands the cathedral, a work of 
great expence 5 but though fifty years have 
elapfed from its foundation, it is not yet com- 
plete. The arches that fpring from the cluftered 
pilafters, to fupport the roof of the church, are 
very bold j and the vaults are executed with 
great folidity. From the fea, this pile has a 
Sngular appearance, in its prefent unfinilhed 
ilate. 

From the ramparts, that defend tht city on. the 
iide of the bay, the profped is animated in the 
higheft degree j the men of war ride in the caft-. 
crn bofom of the bay 5 low^r down, the mercbantn 
men are fpread at anchor; and clofe to the 'town 
innumerable barks of different fizes cover the fur-^ 
face of the waten . The more remote views from 
this fpot are peculiarly grand and varied. 

Every commercial nation has a confal refideot 
at Cadiz : thofe of England and France, however, 
are not allowed to have any concern in trade. 
The police here is extremeJy negligent, an^ 
delinquents and criminals are with difficulty 
brought to puniftiment. 

The ftyle of living in^ Cadiz is far from being 
brilliant. The different nations do not aflbciatc 
much together. Our countrymen fettled here live 
in a very hofpitable, fecial manner, and do every 
thing in their power to render t\\^ ^\&\.^ ^i v^rv^ 
veJlers agreeable. 

The ufiml afternoon amtLferwervW^^^'^^'^'^'^^S; 
afffunter on the Alameda, atv^ v\x^^^c^'^'^^'^^•^_. 
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Spanifh play, which exhibits but a poor fet of ac* 
tors, begins about four ; the Italian opera about 
feven, and the French houlc a little earlier; fo 
that a rambler may partake of each of thofe 
entertainments the fame evening. The French 
theatre is on a grand fcale, and is fupported by 
the voluntary contributions of the merchants of 
that nation fettled here. 

Our travellers were at Cadiz during the Carni- 
val j but neither public balls nor raafqucrades 
were allowed; and the only mark of feftivity 
they faw, was the pleafurc which the women 
took io fluicing the men, who walked under the 
balconicK of the houfes, with pailfuls of water. 
There were, indeed, many balls and aifemblies of 
the lower clafs, where the fandango was danced 
a la ley; t^at is, in its bigheft degree of perfe6tion. 
Among the gipfies in this country there is another 
dance, called the Manguindoy, fo lal'civious and 
indecent, that it is prohibited under fevere penal- 
ties. Both are faid to be of negro origin. The 
fandango, however, is perfeftly naturalized ia 
Spain ; even children of three years old will 
dance it with aftonifliing precifion. 

After a confiderable ilay at Cadiz, chiefly on 
account of the rains, our travellers fet out for Gib- 
raltar about the clofe of February, and without 
any material occurrence, came in fight of that im- 
mortal rock, and the coaft of Africa. Stopping 
at St. Roque, a large village on the top of a hill, 
overlooking the bay, they obtained the neccffary 
j>aflports from the governor. 
A regiment of infantry, fe.veT?(\ batteries, and a 
^rt at each end, defend the Vine?* vVval xvxtv -^LCxckX^, 
t/ie itihtnus which feparatea GibrsAUv itom v\\^ 
on tinea t. Here they patted w\\.\xo\xv \ie:vrv^ 
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fearched, as they ejcpeded to be; and after half 
an hour's ride, reached the landgate of the Eng- 
liih garrifon, 

Mr. Swinburne fays, the hofpitality of the go- 
vernor, officers, and inhabitants; the buftle, mi- 
litary mulic, and parade ; the fine appearance of 
the troops; and the variety of tongues fpoken 
and drelfes worn here, are fubjedts inexhanftible. 
After a long journey through the ftill wallet and 
llupid towns of Spain, they were at firft flurried 
and confounded with the hurry of a garrifon, and 
the perpetual difcbarge of artillery. 

From this fpot the buildings in C^uta, and 
even ill Tangier, may be clearly difcerned. The 
African mountains, with their Inowy tops, are 
likewife prominent objeds in the landfcape. 

People of all religions and nations are allowed 
to refide in Gibraltar, and feem to live in great 
happinefs. Here all meet as it were on neutral 
ground. This place may, indeed, be i^yled the 
paradife of that difperfed nation, the Jews ; for 
here they feem to be at home, and carry on a ve- 
ry kicrativc retail trade. They are of Barbary ex«* 
tra6tion, and are a comely race of men. 

The rock of Gibraltar abounds in partridges, 
which breed in peace, as no one is allowed to 
fhoot within the garrifon. The pfticers fome- 
times take the diverlion of fox-hunting on the 
Spanilh hills, where there is plenty of game, but^ 
little running. 

On the call fide of the rock of Gibraltar, 
amidft the broken precipices, is a ftratum of 
bones of all fizes, be\ov\€^\t\^ Xcv n?i\\c^>^s •jc^x^-^'^ 
and /bajs, enchalVd \\\ ^lva \\\v:k>\^VjXv:5Kv ^^'v -Jw ^-^^ 
diih ca Jcareous ftone. 
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Our travellers, after feveral inefFedual attempts 
to vifit the coaft of Africa, were obliged, by the 
long continuance of contrary winds, to gie up 
this favourite purfuit, and to return to Cadiz, by 
nearly their former route. They, however, made 
one deviation, in order to vifit the aimolt imper- 
ceptible remains of the city of Carteia, where 
Eneius, fon of Porapey the Great, took refuge af- 
ter the battle of Munda. Thefe ruins, of which, 
fcarcely any thing but a wall is to be feen, Hand 
on a rifing ground, at the mouth of a little river, 
which falls into the north-weft corner of the bay 
of Gibraltar. 

When they, got to Cbiclana, they hired a bark 
to carry them to Cadiz. This pafTage was very 
pleafant, and prefents fome very pidurefque 
views ; though the contrary winds and currents 
kept them on the water till they were quite fick 
of their little expedition. 

On the 3d of April, they left Cadiz, and landed 
foon after at Port St. Mary, where they were re- 
ceived and entertained for three days in the moft 
polite and cordial manner, by that celebrated cha- 
radfcer. General Count Alexander O'Reilly, of whom 
our author fpeaks in terms of high eulogium. 

One morning they took a ride to Sanlucar, to 
fee the mouth of the Guadalquiver, the ancient 
Boetis. Near this place the country is arable, 
with few inclofures. Sanlncar, the ancient Fa- 
num Luciferi, was once the port of Seville, and ^ 
a very buftling place; but it is now little ufed. 

Proceeding on their journey, they came to 

J^eres, which contains about forty Ihovxf Atid \nUa- 

bitants, of whom a twentieth ate ecc\e^^2.^\c^. 

^cj[t morning they went to view a motv2L^e.\>j o^ 

'^rthufjaa monks, whofe conveut \^ vjeW \«:v^ 



SWINBirtlNES TRAVELS. 153 

out, and who are famous for a remarkably fine 
breed of horles. Our travellers, however, were 
Uifappointed in feeing their ftallions. 

On the morning of the 8th of Ap^;il, they ar- 
rived at Seville, the capital of Andalufia. Soon 
after, in ftrolling round the town, chance led 
thcra into the court of the alcazar, or royal pa- 
lace ', and they were directed to the beautiful and 
curious gardens, which refemble fome of the 
hanging gardens of Italy. Here they roved 
among the plantations, till they were quite in ex- 
Hacy with the fweets. 

Philip V. fpent many of the laft years of his 
life at this place, filling up his time in drawing 
with the fraoke of a candle on deal boards, or 
angling for tench, in a little refervoir, by torch 
light. Such are the iniignificant amufenlents of 
decrepid royalty ! 

The palace is a mixture of Saracenic, conven- 
tual, and Grecian archite6lure. The principal 
front of the inner court is a good piece of Morif-- 
co work. The court is flagged with marble, and 
furroundcd with a colonnade of white marble co- 
Jumns, of the Corinthian order, elegantly propor- 
tioned, and wtU executed. The Alhanibra is 
a plea ling fpecimen of Arabic architedure, 
though certainly inferior to that of the Grenadine 
palace. 

Near the we{!ern entrance was formerly to be 
feen, a Itone feat, with a canopy, fupported by 
four pillars. Here Peter the Cruel ufcd to fit and 
decide caufes, with fuch an inflexible regard to 
juftice, that he was looked u^on by maQ\\a& a 
wunton and bloody tyvg^wl. \\\"5k 0^•^\^.^^'^^V'»«- 
eifr, is variouHy fpoVe.tv tA \ \\^w^^^'vov ^^^^^ 
it Js heid up to the detefitauorv oi tkvv^xvVvcA* ^ 
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Next morning they made an exciirfion in 
fearch of the antiquities of Italica, where Trajan, 
Hadrian, and Theodofins the Great are fuppofed 
to have been born. After wandering a long 
league wide of the mark, a peafant informed 
them that old Seville, as they call Italica, lay a 
coDiiderable way to the north, in the Ikirts of 
the plain. Soon after they picked up a half nak- 
ed fellow^ who engaged to fbew them the anti- 
quities. 

Of the ancient colony of Italica, conjedured to 
have been founded by Scipio, with his veteran 
foldiers, fcarce the lea ft veftige remains. TI\e 
river Boetis fecms to have varied its courfe, and 
perhaps, in a long feries of inundations, fwept 
away its ruins. 

On the fummit of one of the hills, which Ita- 
lica is fuppofed to have covered, are fome ruinous 
brick walls, called El Palacio. The peafants in the 
vicinity gravely informed our countrymen, that 
underneath there had formerly been found co- 
lumns of filver and brafs j but they were enchant- , 
ed, and nobody was able to draw them up; and 
that farther, no one would now venture to dig for 
them, as there was every reafon to believe, that 
the magician would twift off the heads of thofe 
who fhould make the attempt. 

On the more diftant eminences are confider- 
able remain^ of an amphitheatre, in form a per- 
fed oval. The arena mea fares about one hun- 
dred yards in its greateft length, and iixty in its 
jfreateft breadth. Some of the vomitoria, cells, 
and paiTages, are ftill perceptible •, bwt fcarcely 
^/ir traces of the feats remain. lt\detdL> vci vwo- 
^-w times, /nan/ parts of the wa\U >NeTe>Aa^x\ 
IP vtrith gunpowder, ia order to piocute tc^iw- 
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ills for an embankment; but as if \he Guadal- 
quiver meant to revenge thecaufe of tafie npoa 
thole barbarians, the very firft flood fwept away 
the whole fabric. 

Seville is fuppofed to have been founded by 
the riicsnicians, who called it Hifpalis. It is 
the Julia of the Romans, who embelliihed it with 
many niagnificent buildings. 

Here the Gothic kings rcfided, before they re- 
moved tiieir court to Toledo ; but the moft brilli- 
ant period of its hiftory was foon after the difco- 
very of America, whf n all the wealth and produce 
of the New World poured into the Guadalquiver, 
and made Seville the emporium of its treafares. 

The ihape of this city is circular, without any 
great rifing in the whole fpace. The walls feem 
of Moorifli conftru6tion, and are about five miles 
and a half in circumference. The fuburb of 
Triana, on the welt lide of the river, is as large 
as many towns ; but remarkable for nothing but 
its gloomy Gothic caftle, where the tnquifition 
formed its firft edabliihment in Spain in 1482. 

The ftreets of Seville are crooked, dirty, and 
inconveniently narrow. The raoft fpacious and 
airy place is the Alameda, a great walk of old 
elms, decorated with three fountains, and the 
llatue of Hercules, the reputed founder, and of 
Julius Caei'ar, the reftorer of this city. 

Moll of the churches are built and ornamented 

• in a barbarous ftyle. The Cathedral, the Capa- 

chins, and the Charidad, are, however, interefting 

itru6tures. The tirft for its great antiquity 5 and 

the twojatter by the chef d'oBuvres of Murillo. 

The cathedral was aboviloweYv\Sxv^\t.^^^'i:^^\^ 
bviJdjng. Its length wwiivtvK^ io\« \i>kcw^s^ '^^^ 
twenty feet, its breadth l^oYim'^Kd.^s^^'^^^g 
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three ; and its grcateft height one hundred and 
twenty-lix. It has nine doors, eighty windows, 
and as many altars, at which ^ve hundred mafles 
are faid every day. The lower is three hundred 
and fifty feet high, and fifty fquare -, it was built 
by the Moors about the year lOOO. 

Murillo has adorned the Charidad and Capu- 
chins with feveral very valuable pidures, which 
may be reckoned among his beft performances. 
^ The charaders of his figures are often mean, and 
taken from the lowell clafs of citizens -, but there 
is fuch exprefldon, truth of colourings and intelli- 
gence in the compofition of his groups, that it 
is impodible not to fee -and admire the merit of 
his works. 

The Sevillian hiftorians confider the Cahos de 
Carraona, or the great aquedudk, as one of the 
moft wonderful monuments of antiquity, exifting 
in the univerfe. Our travellers, however, were 
diiappointed in their expectations of itj and the 
whole is falling in^ro decay. It is, neverthelefs, 
a very extraordinary work ; and brings down fuch 
a .volume of water, that alnioll every houfe in 
the city has the benefit of it. 

They next vifited the fnuflTmanufaftory, which 
is fituated in a Itreet behind the Alcazar. For 
the more convenient carrying on of this lucra- 
tive branch of commerce, Ferdinand VI. ere6ted 
a moft magnificent roomy palace, which was fi- 
nilbed in I J 06. One thoufand men are conftant- 
ly employed j and one hundred and eighty mules 
work twenty-eight mills or machines, for grind- 
j'ng and mi\\ng the tobacco with the red earth of 
Almaznrron, 
The excertive adulteraUoT^\i2L\\v^'\^'\V^^^'WL^^ 
ofjaceyearsj has occafioued^a Tiio^\'^\o>^'^A^'^v^'S 
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ofliti the demand for this article ; and the trade, 
It is probable, will ibon be conlined to Spain and 
its dominions. 

Thirty-two reals a pound is the current price 
of the fnuff; but none is allowed to be lold by 
retail in the manufa6lory. Our travellers vilited 
every part of the houfe, at the rilk of being 
fuffocaied. In one room they found four hun- 
dred and fix.ty men employed in forming cigar- 
ros, or little rolls of tobacco, which the Spaniards 
fmoke without a pipe.. It is faid that the annu-% 
al profits of this etlablifliment amount to more 
than fix millions of dollars. 

Near the cathedral is theLouja, or Exchange, 
which is now quite deferted by the merchants, 
.Hid appropriated to other ufes. It is a fquare edi- 
lice, in a plain but, noble llyle, and remains a mo- 
nument oi the good talte of the Spaniards, at that 
brilliant period of their hiftory, which includes 
the reigns of Charles V. and his fon Philip. 

The great hofpital de la Sangre and the college 
of St. Khuo, are rather remarkable for their Ijze 
tijan their beauty. 

Having feen every thing in Seville recommend- - 
ed to their attention, they fet out on the lith 
•>t April, and lay the' firfi night at Carmona. 
This is a large town feated on a high hill. Its 
cattle, which is now in ruins, was formerly of 
ifumenle extent, and in it Peter the Cruel and 
his family placed their main hope of defence. 

Like molt places in this province, Carmona 

mak-es a figure in Roman hillory, and contain*. 

many remains of walls and infcriptions.as proofs 

of its ancient conleqaence. T\\^ 'iwwciwcv^v^^ 

country is hiUy antrchamp:\\^v\,\>>\\.^2ct ^xv^vcv vwx 

VO!,. XVI. \^ ^\^^^5iN 



158 Swinburne's TRAVEtf. 

pleafant, being verdant, and containing fome 
wood and water. 

The r#ads now were excellent for this king- 
dom, and appeared extremely ancient, probably 
of Saracen origin. Palling through La Lui(iana, 
they came to a colony of Germans, who have re- 
gular and uniform dwellings, with a cenain allot- 
ment of cpm-land. Notwithfianding the encou* 
ragement thefeinduftrious people have met with, 
fuch is the fatal and deleterious effedts of a de- 
fpotic government, that it is unlikely they ihould 
ever become rich and flouriihing. 

The country leading to Cordova is bare, hilly, 
and devoted to corn. The view of the river, city, 
and >^ood8, on the oppofite hills, is extremely 
pidurefque and agreeable. The environs, in- 
deed, are delightful, and enjoy a rich variety of 
woods, eminences, and cultured fields, vivified 
by abundance of limped water. Corn, olives, 
orange, and other fruit trees enrich the fcene. 

The Guadalquiver runs before the town. A 
bridge of fi xteen arches, defended by a large 
Moorifh tower, leads from the fouthward inta 
Cordova } and near the end of the bridge ftands 
the mofque, now the cathedral. The walls of 
the town are in many places in the fame ilate as 
the Romans left them. Here each long fquare 
ilone is terminated and Hanked by two thin ones^ 
fet up on end. 

The ftreets are crooked and dirty j and few of 
the public ftruAures or private buildings are re- 
markable for the beauty of their architedure. 
TAe new hofpital for orphans, however, has 
^methlng bold and fimple in \ta cvx^oX^l ?LXi^ ^ot- 
t/co. The palaces of the inc\a\V\t\ou 2itv^ oi vVw^ 
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The mofque, in Spanifti La Mefqnita, was be- 
gun by Abdoulrahnaan I. and dellined by him to 
remain^ to after ages, a monument of his power 
and riches, and a principal fanduary of his teli- 
gion. His own ideas were fublime, and he was 
fortunate enough to find an architeft whofe ge- 
nius was equal to the talk of putting them in 
execution. His fon finifhed the pile about the 
year 800. It was more than once altered and 
enlarged by the Mahometan fovereigns*^ and has 
undergone feveral changes fince it became fl 
Chriftian church. 

In the days of the MufTelmen, the mofque was 
a fquare building with a fiat ropf upon arches* 
It was four hundred and twenty /eet in breadth, 
and 'five hundred and ten in length. The roof 
was fupported by near one thoufand columns, 
which formed ninefeen aifles from eaft to wefi^ 
and twenty-nine from north to fouth. 

The columns were of the richeft marbles *, the 
twenty-four gates were plated with bronze, curi- 
oufly embofied. The folding doors of the prin* 
cipal entrance were plated with gold. Upon the 
highefi cupola were three golden balls, bearing a 
pomegranate and a fleur de luce of the fame me- 
tal. Four thoufand feven hundred lamps nightly 
illumined the mofque, and confumed annually 
twenty thoufand pounds of oil. Such is the de* 
fcription of this famous temple, by the Arabian 
and old Spanifii writers. 

The flreets round the mofque, or cathedral, as It 
now is, are narrow and ill calculated for a gene- 
ral view. There is nothing very ihewy on the 
out fide. The roof is hid VjfcVkXTi^ \i^\3\«wNKcv^^^ 
cut into Heps. Each fide is dimde^ \J^ XiViXx^^^' 
Jato about thirtcea parts. Ou Oci^ tkOiN^^^'^^^ 

Pa 
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lofty belfry, whirh being modern, has much al- 
tered the appearance of this part. 

Seventeen gates open into the church and cloi- 
fter. The latter is an obhmg fquare, of the fame 
length as the church, and two hundred and forty 
feet broad. A portico of fixty-two pilhirs envi- 
rons it on three fides. The middle is occupied 
with three handfome and copious fountains, and 
decorated with orange, cyprefs, and palm trees, 
which afford a moll delightful Ihclter in the ful- 
try hours. 

Near the great gate that leads from the cloi- 
fter into the church, are three pieces of columns, 
Ciich with an iufcription, bearing the names of 
three different Romad emperors. They appear 
to have been Roman mileftone^j but the mean- 
ing of the infcriptions, which are all the fame, 
except the name, has never been explained. 

Nothing can be more fublime, than the firft 
entrance into this fingular edifice. It is dIvid^'d 
into fcventeen aifles or naves, each about twenty 
feet wide, by rows of various marbles. Thefe 
pillars are not all of equal height -, for the Arabs^ 
having taken them from Roman buildings, 
kngthened the fliort ones with monllrous capi- 
tals, and chopped off the bafes of the long ones. 
However, the thioknefs of tbe'ftiaft is generally 
about eighteen inches in diameter. A couple of 
a.chcs, one above the other, run along the rows; 
and from the fame bafis fprings an arch, that 
iorms the roof of each aille. 

The manner of cafting the arches, grouping 
tJje coiiimna, and defigning the foliagjts of the 
f'crecn and the throne, is \e.ty \\t2L\\, uwxxe.-^ve.^ 
^/Jd barbarous, and unlike Vhe Moot\V\\ ;xtc\\\vvAi. 
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ture at Granada. Indeed this is feveral centuries 
more ancient. 

The Zancarron, or Holy Chapel, where the 
books of the law were depofitrd, faces the great 
gate. Under it the Duke of AJba has his family 
vault. Behind this chapel, and on each fide of 
it, were the lodgings of the dervifes, which are 
BOW convertied into the chapter houfe, facrifty, 
and treafury. 

This church is extremely rich in plate, and 
has lately added to its ftore four ponderous lilver 
candlel^icks, made in Cordova, of exquifire fa- 
bric } each of which coft about eight hundred 
and fifty pounds. 

It is fcarcely poffible to afccrtain the exad 
number of columns, in the mofque, as they ori- 
ginally flood ; becaufe great changes have been 
made, and many of them have been removed, or 
built up in the walls of feparate chapels. In any 
other fit nation, the choir would deferve all praife 
for the Gothic grandeur of the plan, the loftinefs 
of the dome, and the carving of the flails, which 
laft took twelve years to finifli 5 but in the mid- 
dle of a Mahometan mofque, it deftroys all unity 
of defign, and renders confufed every idea of the 
original general effed of the building. 

Light is admitted by the doors, and feveral 
fmall cupolas^ but, neverthelefs, the church is 
dark and awful; and people walking through 
fuch a chaos of pillars, recal the ideas of magic, 
enchanted knights, or difcontented wandering 
fpirits. 

In one of the cupolas hangs the tooth of an ele- 
phant, which, it is faid, foTmfct\^\»\ow%^.^vsiwsfc 
ofthofe animals that was patXvcxAaxVj Srx\\w3^^ 
P 3 . 
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ill carrying Hones, and other materials, for build- 
ing the molque. 

The bi(hop s palace is a pleafant and comfort- 
able retreat. The revenues of the fee amount 
to three thoufand five hundred pounds a year. 
As the bifhops cannot devife by will, all they die 
pofTclfed of efcheats to the king. 

While our travellers were in Cordova, they 
were fpedators of a bull feaft, where no horfe- 
msn were allowed, as the animals were not of a 
breed fufticiently noble to try the lance upon. 
One poor bull, that would not fight, was very 
dexteroufly run through the heart j two oxen 
were tormented a little, and then lent to the ad- 
joining ihambles, and a fmall cow, after (hewing 
fome fport, in jumping and Ikipping, got a re- 
prieve in confideration of her exccQive leannefs. 

The motive of this paltry fpe6tacle, bating its 
cruelty, is extremely laudable. The corridor 
gives thefe little iLews to the people on Sundays 
and feftivals, and out of theproliis and hire of 
the feats, raifes a fum fufficient to carry on any 
public work. 

After the entertainment, .the nobility paraded 
about in their coaches, and made a very elegant 
appearance. The nobility here, indeed, Jive in a 
very agreeable manner. Our author was told, 
that thirty or more families meet every night at 
a houfe chofen by rotation, where the ladies do 
the honours of genteel refrelhment, merry good- 
natured couvert'ation, and fome moderate card- 
playing. The generality of the women leem to 
he L.iwdfome, fome were even beautiful. 
Oa the J 6th of April, ihey \<\t. Co\^^o\^, -^tvd 
ira yelled ihnnigh the de\igUxfu\ \o\e o^ \\\^ ^v\*a.' 
dalquiv-r, whvch runs belwca^ v^^•uu'^^^^^o^'^^\\s, 
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covered with hanging woods and olive yards. Se- 
veral clear ft reams traveric the plain, and aug- 
ment the current of the river. 

Near the bridge of Alcolea, where they crofled 
the river to the foiith, ai^ kept tlie king's llal- 
lions. One or two of them appeared noble ani- 
mals j but an Andalufian breeder requites his 
horfe to be forward and bulky in the Ihoulders, 
with liis forelegs far under the belly ; and the 
tail fet very low 5 he is never fuflered to lie 
down, but conftantly kept on a clean pavement . 
Hoping from the manger, with bis forelegs clofe 
chained to the ground. Cord»va has long been 
celebrated for its breed of horfes; but it feems to 
beladly fallen off, as very few good looking ones 
are now to be met with. 

For two days they travelled up the banks of the 
river, through a rich and beautiful country, with 
plains extending fur and near, charmingly tinned 
with rows of olive trees. Towers and caftles lin- 
ed the banks of the Itream, and prefented the moll 
agreeable profpe61:s. The cliffs along the river 
iide fwarraed with flocks of tfiat elegant bird, the 
bee eater, feveral of which they lliot. 

At Andu.^ar they took leave of the Roman, or . 
Moorilh, road, on which they lad hilht^rto tra- 
velled, which, however, they had now and then 
a dirtant peep of from the heights. 

On the 20th, they entered the Sierra Morena, 
a chain of mountains that divides Caftiile from 
Andalulia, render^'d famous by the wars of the 
Chrilliansand Mahometans; but, perhaps, better 
known to the generality of readers, by being the 
J'cene the immortal Cervc\v\lesWs^\v\c.^\>5^ySLVCN5^'^ 
c'liteitaiiiing adventures oi Viv^ V^^^^vi, 
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The journey was very agreeable up the courfe 
of the Rio de las Piedras, a clear roaring torrent^ 
tumbling over a bed of rocks, through glens of 
beautiful woods. The waftes are covered with a 
profufe variety of flowering fhrubs ; particularly 
ciftus, of many varieties. From the gum ciftus, 
or rock-rofe, they gather manna in the fpring, by 
beating the buihes with fmall twigs, to which 
the vifcous fabilance of the plant adheres. Su- 
mach alfo grows in great abundance on thofe 
hills ', the leaves^ flowers, and flalks of which be- 
ing pounded together, are ufed in lieu of oak- 
bark in drelBng hides. 

They now entered the new colony of La Caro- 
lina and its dependencies, planted a few years 
ago by the king, in a very extenfive trad of 
woody counti^. The firft fcttlers were Germans j 
but from eating unwholefome herbs, and drink- 
ing too copionfly of wine and brandy, above half 
of them foon died, and now the inhabitants are a 
mixture of various nations. The reach of land 
in cultivation, and full of houfes and villages, 
where only forefls flood before, the reforr of ban- 
ditti, extends at leafl three leagues in lengthy and 
about as much in breadth. 

La Carolina, the capital of all the colonies, 
flauds on a flne hill, towering above the whole 
fettlement. Its fltuation denies it wood and wa- 
ter : the latter they are obliged to feck by dig- 
ging an incredible number of wells. The llreets 
are wide, and the houfes are plain, and on an 
uniforp.i plan. Aii the flat on the crown of the 
hill, bclbrc the town, is laid out in kitchen gar- 
deas, and plan ted with avenues of e\m%, \uXt.tidt.d 
-for future walks. 
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Kg fccne can be more pleafing to the eye, or 
moie gratifying to the heart, than to lee the lot of 
man ameliorated, and cultivation extending over 
waftes j but our author expreiles his apprebenlion 
that ail this tvilJ dwindle away again, througlt 
negle<5l or want of encouragement ; and that La 
Carolina will, in a few years, become a petty 
Spanilh town, though its beginnings were fo fair 
atid promiling. The foreigners, to \vl;pfe induf- 
try this creation is owing, complain of injuttice 
and partiality to the natives; and that as foon as 
they have brought sl fpot into cultivation, they/ 
have been removed where they had the fame toil 
to encounter anew. 

Here our travellers found an excellent inn and 
a good dinner, and regaled themfelves on coy/*s 
milk and butter, to which they had long been 
Grangers : for though they have cows in many 
parts of Spain, they feldom milk them ; but keep 
them for breeding, and afterwards fattening for 
ilaughter. 

A little north of Carolina they pafled through 
a new village, called Las Navas de Tolofa, from 
the old name of the defile iu the neighbouring 
mountains, where three Chriftian kings, in 1212, 
attacked and cut to pieces the army of Muhomet, 
king of Morocco. 

The evening was very fine, and the hills fleep, 
which induced them to walk moft part of the 
way. Having got among the woody dells, as 
they were indulging Quixottic ideas, the found of 
a guitar llruck their ears, and they foon difcover- 
ed a troop of well-drelVed young men, and as 
many fmart maidem, doA\c\t^^ viw "Sc^^n^w-^kv v:J^ 
large. Jcvcl ftoues. 
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Some of the men politely invited dur ccuntiT*^ 
men to partake of their fport, while a very pretty 
girl prefented them with fweetmeats and fugar- 
plums. A jolly friar feemed to do the honours 
of this f6te champ6tre, and to be a favourite 
v^ith the ladies ; for they all courted his fmiles 
and carefles. They ftaid fome time with this 
merry party, and were entertained with feveral 
fongs and. feguidillas. Being preifed to accom- 
pany them to the houfe they belonged to, and to 
participate in their jollity, they were obliged to 
decline the favour, from the iiate of the weather, 
and the approach of night. 

As foon as they defcended the Sierra Morena> 
and entered the Mancha, they perceived a very 
feniible alteration in the climate : from the be- 
ginning of fummer, they were, in a manner, 
thrown back to the la ft months of winter. In 
Andalufia the vines were all in leaf, and their 
fruit fet; on the north iide of the mountain 
fcarce a young leaf was to be feen, or a bud in 
•the vineyard. 

The Maqcha is an immenfe plain, interfered 
by dififerent ridges. of low hills and roc^ks. Not 
an inclofure of any kind is to be I'een, except 
mud walls about the villages, and very few trees, 
fave dwarfifli evergreen oaks. All this vaft traft 
of open country is cultivated in corn or vines. 
The villages are large; and not a venta is to be 
met with, that could be iixed on as the fcene of 
any of Don Quixotte*s exploits. 

They paflcd over the fnbterraneons river,Goa- 
djBDB, which buries itfelf for eight leagues, at 
the Venta de Quefada. The weW \ti Ocvc ^vc^ ol 
tA/s iaa commnnic^its with the n\«> 3^^^ ^tvw , 
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of any light ftuff, being dropped into it, is hurri- 
ed away with amazing rapidity. 

Soon after they reached Toledo, which enjoys 
the moil romantic fituation. The Tagus, after 
winding at large through a fine plain, comes at 
laft to be wedged in between two ramparts of 
high fteep rocks : the paifage is very narrow, and 
before the river can difengage itfelf from its bar- 
riers, it is carried almoit back to the place where 
it entered the defile. On this rocky peninfula 
fiands the city, ill-built, poor, and uninviting. 
The flreets are fo fieep, that it would be madnefs 
to attempt to ufe a carriage in them. 

The alcazar, or ancient palace, is placed on the 
highefi point of all. It is a noble> extenfive build-^ 
ing, and ha<t lately been repaired at the expence 
of the archbifhop, whofe revenues are eftimated 
at four hundred thoufand ducats a year. The 
architedure is chafie and fimple. The inner 
court is very grand ; its colonnade of granite co- 
lumns, of the Corinthian order, makes a noble 
appearance. Some of the apartments are im- 
menfely fpacious. 

The cathedral has nothing remarkable exter* 
nally to diftinguilh it from many other Grothic 
churches. The fpire is an afiemblage of blue 
turrets piled on each other. The infide of the 
church, however, is well lighted and cheerfuU 
and neither heavy dor confufed with too many 
ornaments. The richnefs of the gilding is unri- 
valled. The wealth of the fee is indeed vifible 
in the profufion of the gold lavilhed on the walls. 
The iron rails and Grothic arches are ^ilt*^ aad 
lines of gold ate dTawu evex\ Vo xwax^ >^^\^x\^^ 
yf the iionea, which comipofc xix^-^v^'ax'^ ^^ "^^ 
'/loir. r^ 
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The group of angels, called tl Tranfparenf^ 
fixed behind the choir, and eliecmed by the 'J'o- 
Jedans the glory of their church, in ]NIr. Swin- 
burne's opinion is, at beft, but a clumfy, ill-de- 
%ned monument, dillinguiflied for- nothing, bul 
the finenefs of the marble and other materials. 

In the chapel of St. Euftatia, in this cathedral^ 
a certain number of priefts and clerks officiate, 
every morning, according to the Mofarabic ritual ; 
in confequence of a foundation of Cardinal Xi- 
menes, who was unwilling that his church fhould 
lofe all remembrance of its ancient forms. 

The Mofarabic rite is fo called, from its having 
been obferved by the Chriltians, who remained 
in the provinces conquered by the Arabians. It 
was in conrtant ufe in the church of Spain, down 
to the pontificate of Gregory VII. in the eleventh 
century. At that time the Roman ritual was ge- 
nerally introduced in its (lead; though it liill 
fnbfifted in iix parithes of Toledo as late as the 
fifteenth century. In clfentials there does not 
.Mppear to be much difference between themj 
but in outward forms they vary widely. 

From the ancient capital of New Caftile, to 
within half a league of Madrid the roads are bad. 
and the country uninviting, ^his metropolis ol 
a great nation makes but a poor figure from the 
oppofite hills; but as foon as the trees of the 
walks fliut out the profpc6t of the neighbouring 
country, the appearance of Madrid is grand and 
lively, and the whole has the air of a capital. 

The court being at Aranjuez when our travel- 

Jffrs arrived nt Madrid, they made no longer liav 

In the latter place than to reft. \.\\ea\U\\^>s» V\qx 

thry let out to be prclcnled'. Xt^\V\\wx\^ Vw^ 
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ty-feven miles diftant^ and the roads between, 
the two royal rchdences are extremely fine. 

'Aranjuez itfelf has great and commanding 
beauties. It ftands in a very large plain, fur- 
rounded with hills 5 and the intervening Ipace is 
agreeably laid out in noble rows of trees, and in- 
clofures of pallurage and meadow. The river 
Tagus winds towards the eailj and the walks 
and rides along its banks, through the venerable 
groves, and under the majeftic elms that over- 
hang the roads, are luxuries unknown to the reft 
of Spain. The beauties of the fcenery are enhanc- '^ 
cd by the flocks of many coloured birds that flut- 
ter among the trees, and the herds and droves of 
a vaft variety of animals that wander uncontrolled 
through ihofe enchanting woods. 

The fin/sfl avenue, named Ca/Ie de la Reyna, is 
three miles long. It extends in a ftraight line 
from the palace gate, and crolfes the Tagus twice 
before it lofes itfelf in the thickets. In an ifland of 
theTagus, to the north of the palace, is a moft en- 
chanting garden, to which company retire in hot 
weather. It is cut into various walks and cir- 
cular lawns, where nature has almoft obliterated 
every veftige of art. Jet d'eaus daih up among 
the trees, and add frefh verdure to the leaves. 
The terraces and baluftrades, along the river, are 
overgrown with rofcs, and other beautiful Ihrubs 
depending into the llream. Many of the ilatucs, 
groups, and fountains in this charming fpot are 
handfome, and well placed, as to efFe6t. 

The palace was originally begun by Philip 11. 
but has been much enlarged and beautified, fince 
J ) i s ti n)e. The apar tmtnu ^te. ^qo^ s \sNiX '^ix^ "^^^ 
rcmarkMe for ciaay cavv^2L\ ^TO>a^\^^'«^^'^'^^ "^^ 

Vol. XVI. Ql ^^ 
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the works of art. Some paintings, however, by 

Titian and Mengs, are defervedly admired. 

Aranjuez was formerly a poor place, and it was 
difficult for the ambalTadors and the attendants 
on the court to provide themfclves with lodgings. 
Many of the habitations were vaults half under 
ground. One day, a coach driving along, broke 
through the ceiling of the nuncio s dining-room, 
and fell down upon the table. This ludicrous 
accident fet the court about thinking ferioufly 
how to reniedy the evil. Many new ftreets were 
planned, and fuch expedition was ufed, that not 
only the neceffary buildings for habitation were 
eredted, but fquares, markets, churches, a play- 
houfe, and an amphitheatre for bull-feafls, were 
quickly raifed, as if by magic. 

The pleafures of Aranjuez, arc walking or rid- 
ing in the morning, going to court, dininff at 
fome of the open tables kept by the great officers 
of ftatc, a game at cards, a drive along the avenue, 
and the Italian opera. The mini i^ers are quite eafy 
in their manners, and their houfcs free from cere- 
mony and reflraint. Our author acknowledges the 
very flattering civilities they met with from the 
Marquis Grimaldi, the prime minifler, and from 
the Englifh ambaifador. Lord Grantham. 

The ceremony of prefentation is performed as 
jtbe king rifes from table. Charles III. is a much 
better looking man, fays Mr. Swinburne, than 
mod of his pi6tures make him. His drefs feldom 
varies from a large hat, a plain.grey Segovia frock, 
a buff waiflcoat, a fmall dagger, black breeches, 
and worked /lockings. On gala days a fine fuit 
Is hung upon his fhouldcrs •, bvx^, a^ Vv^ Vi?l^ wx «^^ 
to bis afternoon's fport, and ift a g;c^aV w:aaom\^ 
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of his time, the black breeches are worn to all 
coats. There are fcarcely three days in the whole 
year> that he fpends without going a fhooting; and 
thefe are noted with the blackeft mark in the ca- 
lendar. Neither heat^ cold, nor wet> can keep 
him at home; and he would drive over half his 
kingdom to have an opportunity of firing on a 
wolfy his favourite game. 

He is of an even phlegmatic temper ', of ilri6k 
probity; devout, and regular. He delights in 
converfing and joking with elderly perfons, efpe- 
cially monks and friars. To Naples, his original 
kingdom, he is very partial, and always fpeaks of 
that country with great feeling. 

The prince of Afturias* is of an athletic make, 
with a fevere countenance and a harfh voice. His 
princefs is lively, well ihaped, and converfible. 
When (he walks out, all perfons who have been 
prefented, and chance to be in the way, are ex- 
peded to join her company, and efcort her as 
long as ihe pleafes. Her mildnefs and good na- 
ture have foftened much of her hulband*s rough- 
nefs of manner. 

Don Gabriel is a tall well looking prince, but 
timid to excefs. He poflefles many talents, and 
a real love for literature; but hisconftant avoca- 
tions out of doors prevent him from applying fo 
much as he wi (lies to ftudy. 

Don Lewis, the king's brother, after having 
been a cardinal, and an archbiihop, Mr. Swin- 
burne fays, is on the eve of matrimony with a 
pretty Arragonefe girl, of whom he became en- 
amoured lad year, as fhe was chafing a butterilf 
over the fields. AslVve^ivuc^Xs^tc&^viV^^xjBSb^ 

• JVowkmg of Spain, >MidM^^^te«o1Cs»x\»V^^ 

a a ^« 
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a good collc6lion of natural hiftory, this fimilanty 
of tafle made a great imprelTion on him j and the 
king, though with relu^ance, has confented to 
the match. 

Such is the outline of the pi6ture of the court 
of Spain, given by our author. To develope the 
charadters of the gteat is difficult, perhaps im- 
poflible. A few leading traits are the only in- 
lights we can have to affift us. 

Our travellers next vifited the king's horfes, 
fome of which are beautiful creatures; though 
£ne horfes are fcarcer in Spain than they ima- 
gined. At Villamejor, b few miles down the 
Tagus, his majefty has a noble breed of afles, in 
very high eftimation. 

Tlie bull-feafts, whatever they have been in 
former times, Mr.Swinburne thinks, are now but 
poor exhibitions, though the crowds of people 
siflfembled and agitated in a moft tumultuous 
manner, muft be allowed to be an interefting and 
curious fpcdacle. None of the royal family ever 
appear at thefe favourite amufements of the Spa- 
nilh nation 5 and the nobility no longer pique 
themfelves on their ftrength, courage, and dex- 
terity in thefe rough exercifes. 

The (liow is now condn6ted with great econo- 
my and parfimony : none but the worft of horfes 
are ufed, and the mercenary affailants no longer 
iludy the moft graceful, but the moll fecure way of 
deftroying'the bull, as they are allowed fo much 
a head for each bead they daughter. The money 
paid for boxes and feats is commonly appro- 
prLited to the building, or endo\7\n^of ibme hof- 
pjtaL 
The comrxioxi method of condueCxxx^ ^ \ix^ 
/han Is as follows : one or ^wo iotv^^ox^, o^t^v^^ 
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in rich jackets, broad brimmed hats, and breeches 
and boots made of tough impenetrable leather, 
with a long aihen lance under their right arm, 
parade on horfeback round thelitis, and pay their 
devoirs to the governor of the place. They then 
retire to their poft, in front of a large door, which 
is opened to let out the bull. The perfon that 
ads as porter on this dangerous occaSon, imme- 
diately climbs up into the gallery, to efcape the 
fury of the enraged animal, which fometimes 
darts forward with the utmoft impetuoiity. 

The cavalier prefents the head of his horfe to 
the bull, and with the lance, which cuts along 
its fhoulders, puihes it away to the right ; at the 
fame time bearing off his horfe to the left. When 
the aiTailant is mounted on a nimble, fpirited, and 
docile Heed, there is no difficulty in this evolution, 
as the motions of both animals coincide, in giving 
additional force to the well-direded ilroke ; but 
if the horfe is dull or refradory, the bull is likely 
to Hrike him in the flank, and to throw both 
horfe and rider to the ground. 

To divert the bull's attention from the chief 
combatant, feveral nimble fellows, on foot, run 
about and tofs darts with curled paper tied to 
<hem5 which (licking in the head and (boulders^ 
drive the poor creature to madnefs, and caufe a 
great e6fufion of blood. This light infantry is 
often in imminent danger, and obliged to take 
the moft adive and inSant meafures for its pre- 
fervation. 

When the governor thinks a vidim has afforded 

fufficient diverfion, leave is given to put an end 

to its life. A weW-made e\w^3c«^\^\v ^ss^'^ '^'^^'^'» 

with a fbort brown c\oaV\\\xv\%>xv^^v ^^"^^^'^^^ 

out'm hia left hand, atvd ^&tix^^.v«^-^^ 
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'i , 

3 Toledo in his right. This matador advances up 

to the bull, and provokes it to adion. As th© 
bull darts at him, and makes a puih obliquely, 
•with his eyes fhut, he turns it off with the cloak, 
!i] retiring a little on one tide, to be ready for the 

return. On thefecond attack he holds the fword 
in an horizontal pofition, with fuch fteady aim, 
that the furious beaft rufhes on the point, and 
often forces it up to the hilt. Sometimes the ani- 
mal drops down dead inilantly ; fometimes it 
flands for a few minutes, fpouting a torrent of 
blood from the mouth and noftrils. 

When the bull refufes to run at the matador, 
It is difpatched by ftabs in any part of the body, 
or worried by bull-dogs. The laft bull of each fi- 
efta has his horns muffled, and all the mob is let 
in with Hicks in their hands, to learn the trade, 
"to beat the animal, or to be bruifed and toiled 
about themfelves. 

One buU-feaft our countrymen faw was a very 
bloody one : two bulls killed feven horfes, but 
fortunately no men loll their lives, though many 
had hair-breadth efcapes. Scarcely one of the 
borfes ihewedfpirit or agility 3 and no light could 
be more naufeoufly difgufting, than to fee the 
bulls tearing out their entrails, and Mattering them 
round the area on their horns. 

About the beginning of June they returned to 

Madrid. Except 'Che royal palaces, they found 

few buildings thatdeferved attention. It has no 

cathedral, nor indeed any church that is much 

diftinguiilied from, the common run of pariflies 

snd convents. With few exceptions, the outward 

i^rchitcdtnre of all teems lo be \iv ?i b^i^ v^^^e. s 

as they were in general eitber W\\t ox teXowcVf:.^ 

during a period whcu ihe ekgtxvW. aiu^cif^'a^- 
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■ low ebb in Spain. Some of the paintings, however, 
are very capital. 

The firll king, who particularly honoured Ma* 
drid with his refidence, was Henry IV. Before 
his reign, this was an infignificant place. The 
falubrity of the air and the abundance of good 
water induced the emperor Charles V. to build a 
fpacious palace here, intended for his chief refid- 
ence. 

The fovereign being once fixed at Madrid, the 
nobility foon abandoned their hereditary caftles, 
and houfes in other cities, to follow the court. 
They were at firft under the neceflity of occupy- 
ing the houfes which they found ready built-; 
and for that reafon, added to the fupine inditfer- - 
ence of the Spaniards, molt of the great families 
Hill continue to inhabit vaft ranges of common 
fabrics, little diftinguilbed, except in lize, froni 
the houfes of tradefmen. • 

The palaces of the grandees, that contain either 
flatues or pi6tures of value, are few in number. 
In that of Medina Celi are many precious riionu- 
nients of antiquity in marble, brought from Italy, 
The Duke of St. Eftevan pofTeiTes many capital 
pieces of Lucca Giordano, In the gallery of the 
Marquis of Santiago are a life of Jacob, and a 
Madona, by Murillo, of ineftimable value. At 
the Duke of Alba*s is a famous pi6tuie of Correg- 
gio, called the School of Cupid, and I'everal other 
prime produdHons of the pencil ; fomc of which 
were once in the colledion of that nice connoif- 
feur, Charles I. of England. 

The old royal palace being burnt down in 

1/34, another was ere6ted ox\ ?Lrc\^^Yv\^c^\\\.^*^'^^v 

but a farieJeis plan. It is a\\ oi w\\\ve '^o^^^ ^^^ 

of the froutB. is four huudte^ «^u<)i tes^v^vj "^^ 
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;>' lengthy and one hundred higb ; fo that this im- 

& menfe pile towers over all the country. The 

L; entrances of the ground floor are as maffy as thofe 

R of a fortrefs, and the range of large glazed arches» 

A round the inner court refembles the infide of a 

1 ma nil fa dory. 

2 No palace in Europe, however, is fitted np with 
more royal magnificence. The ceilings are the 
chtf d'oeuvres of Mengs, Corrado, and Tiepolo: 
the rirheft marbles are employed in the cornices^ 
the door, and window-frames, all produced in 
the quarries of Spain. Indeed, few countries 
contain greater flores of marbles, alabafler, and 
jafper. 

The great audience-chamber is rich beyond 
comparifon. The ceiling, painted by Tiepolo, re- 
prefents the triumph of Spain. The walls are 
incrulted with beautiful marble, and hung round 
with the moft fplendid mirrors in rich frames. 

A colle6fcion of pittur^s, by the greateft maf- 
ters, adorns the walls of the inner apartments 5 the 
detail of which would occupy more fpace than 
we can allow j yet even this vaft fabric does not 
afford room for a difplay of all the riches his ca- 
tholic majefly poflelfes in this branch of the arts. 

The palace of Buenretiro is now ftript of all its 
beft furniture and pidures. The buildings are 
poor and unworthy of a fovereign ; fo that it is 
abandoned not merely from caprice. The gardens 
are agreeable, and are generoufly thrown open to 
the public. 

In the fhallow vale, between the Retiro and the 

toivn, his majefty has finilhed the Prado, which, 

Jn a few years, is likely to becoiv\eotie ol \>a&%^- 

eli walks in the world. Its \eu^Oci «L<l^\i\c^^O 

Mrc very confiderable, and tUt aNWxvxca w^ ^^ 
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ont in a noble ftyle. All the coaches from Ma- 
drid drive in the ring here; and two hundred 
carriages have been counted at once, though the 
court was abfent. 

Oppofite the new gate, below the palace, is the 
royal park of the Cafa del Campo, The villa is 
far from being confiderable ; but the woods are , 
wild and pleafant. In the court is a grand equef- 
trian ftatue of Philip III. and in the rooms are 
many pi6tures, among which Callot's temptation 
of St. Anthony is one of the mod remarkable. 
In the managery are fome vicunas, or Peruvian 
Ibeep ; from whofe wool a very fine filky cloth is 
fabricated, and made up into winter clothes, in 
its natural colour, which is a rich brown. 

The natives of almofl: every dillinft province 
of Spain have fome diftinguiChing peculiarity in 
manners and purfuits. A curfory traveller cannot 
be fuppofed capable of catching the minute Ihades 
of diflindion. In fome refpefts, however, they 
feem to agree. That lifllefs indolence, equally- 
dear to the uncivilized favage and to the dege- 
nerate flaves of defpotifm, is "no where more in- 
dulged than in Spain. Thoufands of men, in all 
parts of the realm, pafs day after day, wrapt up 
in a cloak, (landing in rows againft a wall, or 
dozing under a tree. In total want of every 
incitement to action, the fpringsof their intellec- 
tual faculties forget to play; and their views, 
grow confined within the narrow fphere of mere 
exiflence. They feel little or no concern for the 
welfnre of a country, where a few overgrown fa- 
milies engrofs every thing valuable, and fddom 
be (low a thought oi\ V\\e v:oYv^\Vv<a\\ ^^ >\\kx^ ^.-iSc- 
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■ The poor Spaniard does not work, unlefs urged 

I by irrefiilible want, becaufe he perceives no ad- 

J vantage from induOry. Naturally abdemious, 

^ bis Icanty fare is eafily procured 3 blefled with 

I a warm climate, clothes are not much an obje&. 

I Yet this lifileifnefs does not feem to be inhe- 

rent in the Spaniih charader. In any favourite 
fcheme, where they have fuHicient temptation^ 
cither from 'profit or pleafure, they are vndefa- 
tigably eager in the purfuit. A better forni of 
government, and due political advantages would 
roufe them from inadion, and lead them to riches 
and glory. 

^ Their foldiers arc brave and patient of hard- 
(hips. They follow wherever their officers lead 
them, with true refolution; but an example muft 
be fet them, or they will not iiir a flep. Mofl 
of the Spaniards, indeed, are hardy ; and when 
once engaged in any bufinefs, however arduous 
and difficult, they never murmur nor flinch. 

This nation is by no means naturally roelan* 
choly : mifcry and defpotifm, which have cloud- 
ed their profpe^, have likewife cad a gloom over 
their minds 5 and the terror of the inquiiition is 
ever prefent before their eyes 5 yet their villages 
ftill refound with the mafic of the voice and 
guitar; and fome of their public meetings are 
remarkably noify and riotous. They talk louder, 
and argue with more vehemence than the French 
or Italians, and gefliculate with equal, if not fu- 
perior, eagernefs. 

In religion they appear rather lukewarm; 
wrsjpt up in unmeaning forms, they forget the 
r/tsJ e/fence of devotion, at\d ftiow *\% ^vx\i^\Wxx.^\ 
Ar reality. Indeed religioa is a daxv^eiovx^ vo^Y 
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in the dominions of fo tremendous a tribunal as 
the Inquilition. 

Our travellers found the common people inof- 
fenfive, if not civil; and though much has been 
faid of their jealoufy and revenge, thofe malig- 
nant paffions, are perhaps not more general here 
than in other countries. Their good, as well as 
their bad qualities, feem to have been much ex- 
aggerated by mod writers. 

Education is at a very low ebb in this coun- 
try ; and the minds, even of the great, are too 
little enlightened, by fiudy or communication 
tvith other nations, to rub off the genefal ruft, 
with which the Spanifh genius has been incruft- 
ed for years. The public fchools and univerfities 
are in a deplorable Hate of ignorance and irre- 
gularity. The catalogue of living authors is 
confined to a very fmall number; yet it would 
be illiberal not to allow that fome of them are 
eminent in the different walks of literature they 
have chofen. The common education of an £n- 
glifh gentleman, however, would conftitute a, 
fcholar here 5 and (hould he underftand Greek, 
he would be quite a phenomenon. 

The Spani(h women are in general fmall ^nd 
thin : few are ilrikingly beautiful ; but aimed 
all have fparkling black eyes, full ofexpreffion. 
They are endowed by nature with a great deal of 
wit and lively repartee; but for want of the po- 
ll ih and aids of education, their wit is buried 
nnder the groffeft ignorance and the mod ridicu- 
lous prejudices. Their temper.*^ never having 
been fafhioned by polite intercourfe, nor foften- 
ed b/neceffary conttad\&!\oiv,\>afc^ ^x^ ^^vx^^s^rS.^ 
pettifh and violent. 



i 



p 180 SWIKBURNE*S TRAV^lfS^ 

V The court ladies have few pretenfions tobc»au- 

;. ty, and polTefs no elegant accompli (li men ts : their 

*; cortejo, or gallant. Teems their only play-=lhing. 

t Few countries, Mr. Swinburne fays, exhibit more 

p barefaced amours, and a greater appearance of 

t' indelicate debauchery than this. 

-' Previous to our travellers leaving Madrid, the 

v.. minifters, by the particular orders of his majefty> 

I furnilhed them with every permit and paiiport 
|i that could conduce to the comfort of their jour- 
ney to the frontiers of France. They had like wife 
liberty to carry with them the horfes and mules 
they had purchafed in the kingdom 3 and to have 
their baggage pa(fed, unfearched. His catholic 
raajefty, indeed* had honoured them with parti- 
cular attention during their refidence at his court j 
and our author fays, he is not a little proud to 
acknowledge tlte honour and obligation. 

On the bth of June they left Madrid, and tra- 

?! veiling through the park of the Cafa del Campo> 

jjl proceeded through a noble wood to the Efcurial. 

pl . The afpedl: of this celebrated convent, lituated in 

i: ^ corner of a lofty ridge of mountains, ftruck 

!|' them with awe and pleafure. The landfcape is 

f! very grand, prefenting, at one view, one of the 

!;j largcil edifices in the world, a boundlefs extent 

j of woodlands, and a clear profped of Madrid ; 

i| and beyond all, a vail track of country, that gra- 

iij dually loffs itlclf in the horizon. 

': The Efcurial was built by Philip IL in confe- 

II qucMJCc of a fignal vidory gained over the French 
f on St. Lawrence's day 1557, and dedicated to that 
^ JaJnt. It feenis to have been his father s dying 

reqncd, that he lliould ered. a rf\^\\^c\^\i.v\A ^^^ 

Jjiai Hjid his e/ijprcf* TlaheWa, \^\uc\-\ Vie. c^tewu^i 

<?/? this i'pot. 1'hc flruCluie cov\^v^^ o^ 'i^n^^v 
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courts and quadrangles, which, taken altogethiTj 
reprcftnt a gritliron, ihe iiilirumeiit of the mar- 
tyrdom of St. Lawrence; the apartment where 
the king re(ides forming the handle. 

This pile is a long fcjuare, of iix hutidred and 
forty feet by live hundred and eighty, and the 
whole circumference is not lefs than two thou- 
fand nine hundred Spanilh feet. The height up 
to the roof is lixty feet all round. At each angle 
is a fquare tower, two hundred feet high. The 
number of windows in the weft front is two hun- 
dred; in the ea ft, three hundred and fixty-fix. 
The orders of architedurc are the Doric and Io- 
nic j but the whole is rather grand than elegant. 

The church, which ftands in the centre, is large, 
awful, and richly ornamented. The cupola is 
bold and light. The high altar is compofed of 
rich marbles, agates, and jafpers,of great rarity. 
Two magnilicent catafalques till up the fide ar- 
cades. On one the emperor Charles V. his wife, 
daughter, and two fiftf.rs, are rcprefented in 
bronze, kneeling : oppofite are the" effigies of 
Philip II. and his three wives, in the fame de- 
vout attitude. 

Underneath is the real burial place of the roy- 
al family, called the Pantheon. ,Twenty-five 
fteps lead down to this vault, over the door of 
which is an infcription beginning thus : 

HlC LOCUS SACER MORTALITATIS EXUVIIS <JA- 
THOLICOKVW KBGUM, &C. 

The maufoleum is circular, thirty-»fix feet ia 
diameter, incrufted with fine marbles, in an ele- 
gant tafte. The bodies oi vW V^^'^ ^'^^^^^^vw^ 
lie ID tonnbs of matbXe, ^^ac^^v^ ^xOsnr.'^^ cs^^^^^^ 
the other. The p\an o« \\xe^^l^^x^^'^^^'^^^^^'^ 
Vol. XVI. ^ TJ. 
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aivJ executed with princely magnificence. The* 
princes and princefTes of the royal family are dc- 
pofited in two fide vaults, near the entrance of the 
pantheon. 

The colleftion of paintings, difperfed about 
various parts of the church, facrifly, and convent, 
is truly grand ; and perhaps fupcrior to any gal- 
lery in Europe, if we except that of Drefden. 
Fbrmcd out of the fpoils of Italy, and the waft- 
ed cabinet of that unfortunate judge of virtu, 
Charles I. of England, it contains fome of the 
mod capital works of the greateft painters that 
have flourifhed fincc the revival of the art. 

The library contains a moft precious colle6bion 
of manufcripts, many fine drawings, and other 
curiofities. Among other writings of Saints; 
the lead valuable of the whole, Mr. Swinburne 
was (hewn a wretched fcrawl of St. Therefa, the 
myflical reformer of the Carmelite nuns. 

Notwithftanding the/ cold expofitnre of this 
convent, the king paffes feveral months of the 
year at it, for the fake of hunting. An entire 
new town has been built for the convenience of 
the retainers of the court j but in fpite of all that 
•art can do, the Efcurial will always be an uncom- 
fortable winter refidence. 

From the Efcurial our travellers proceeded 
along the foot of the mountains, that feparate 
the two Caflilles; and among the woody heights 
of the Puerto, they found the fnow ftill very, deep 
on the fummits of the mountains. 

Arriving at St. Idelphonfo, they were gratified 
to Had that orders had preceded thcta, for theif 
immediate admilfion to the pa\ace,^2i\.^x-^QxV'5>> 
^ad other curiofi ties of the p\ai«;fe. _^ 
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This pnlace was much favoured by Philip V. 
wlio fpent I! inch treafure in forcing nature, and 
.rendering it an iniitalion of Verfailles. As it is a 
remarkably cool fpot, the court generally re- 
tires here during the warm months) but the 
iituation expofes it to fudden and frequent 
changes of temperature and feafons, in the courfe 
of a few hours 5 and thefe traniitions, without 
great care, are apt to have an anplcafant effeft on 
the health. 

A romantic brook rolls over the rocks, at no 
great di (lance from the town, through a large 
track of thickets. A fine walk is cut along the 
iides for a mile or two. The water is the princi- 
pal beauty of Idelpbonfo. The palace is patch- 
work, and has little to recommend it externally. 
In the apartments, however, are n^any valuable 
pidures, though they appeared to lefs advantage, 
after recently leaving the Efcurial. There are 
likewife many fine fiatues, bufis, and bafs reliefs* 
The gardens ^ire in the formal French fiylej 
and the foil is fo rocky, that the trees have not 
fcope to luxuriate. The waterworks are moll 
magnificent. They throw out a. ftream as clear 
as cryflal, whereon the fun-beams play in the 
mod beautiful prifmatic tints ; and in this refped 
they are much fnperior to thofc of Verfailles, 
which appear muddy. 

The defigns of feveral of thefe fountains 
are rU;gant, efpecially that of the Frogs, — sl 
centrica' one, where fixteen fpouts play in regu- 
lar combin.U on ; t!ie gr^al r<»iradp ; and the baf- 
ket ; but the fountain of Diana is furprifing for 
tlie ricbneis of its decoraV\otv, ;5.xv^ \Ncv^ ^\^v.^S.^ '^^ 
its flream. The lofty co\v\rcvvi oi ^^\kv \Wvv' 
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from the trump of Fame, exceeded their utmod 
conception of the power of hydroftatics. 

Thefc fountains are fupplied by two refcrvoirs, 
at the foot of the mountain. The larger, which 
is emphatically called El Mar, is 2l very pretty 
lake, which, with the hanging woods and fmall 
buildings on its edge, forms a plea'ling fubjeft for 
a landfcape painter. 

Below the town is the manufa6l;ory of plate 
glafs, belonging to the crown. In it two hun- 
dred and eighty men are employed. The largeft 
plate Caft here, was one hundred and twenty- (ix. 
6pani(b inches long : the fraall pieces are fold 
for mirrors all over the kingdom. To provide 
fuel for the fires, the pine woods are put under 
regulations, and flated falls. Twenty- feven mule- 
loads of fire- wood are^daily confumed ; and every 
four loads, delivered oo the fpot, coft the king 
about forty reals. 

The firft objed that arretted thdir attention in 
Segovia, was the Aquedu6t, which is perfedly 
well preferved. From the firft low arches to 
the refervoir in the town, the length is two thou- 
fand four hundred Spaniih feet j and its greateft 
height is one hundred and four. It confills, ac- 
cording to the ground over which it is carried, of 
upper and lower arches 5 and is not only an ad- 
mirable monument of antiquity, for its folidity 
and good mafonry, which have withftood the vio- 
lence of fo many barbarians, and the inclemen- 
cies of Tea Tons for ages, but alfo for its beauty 
and elegance of defign. Some afcribe it to 
Trajan, and others, for the honour of their coun- 
/or, carry it back to Hercules. T\\e \^oa\3L>A% Vcl- 
dj/putably were its' founders-, but wo \rife\>^^AWv 
^^maias fuWciently legible to meixV. Vv^ ^^ ^- 
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It is f^ill like'iy to laft in it*? prefent (late, as 
lo!5g as the town, tor wlicle accommodation it was 
built; for, being indifpcnfibly neceffary, it is in 
lio danger of being fullered to run to decay. 

The cathedral, dedicated to Ncuftra Segnora 
de la Paz, is one of the handfomeft Gothic 
churches in Spain. The infide is majefticj the 
high aitiir is rich and fhewy. 

The Alcazar, or cattle, (lands in a fine pofi- 
tion, on a rock rifing above the open country. 
A very pretty river watlies the foot of the preci- 
pice, and the city fpreads on each fide* on the 
brow of the hill j the declivity is woody, and 
the banks charmingly rural. Towards the town 
is a large court before the great outward tower, 
which formed the pi i Ton of Gil Bias, fo well de- 
•fcribed by Le Sage. I'he palace is antique, and 
has feldom been inhabited by any but prifoners, 
£nce the reign of Ferdinand and Ifabella. It 
contains fome magnificent halls; and all the 
kings of Spain arc feated in flate along the cor- 
.nice of the great faloon. The royal apartments 
gre now occupied by a college of young gentle- 
men cadets, educated at the king s expence for 
engineers. 

Another court of the palace is allotted as a 
prifon to eleven Algerine captains of vefl'els. 
They appeared handfomc, portly figures; and, ex- 
cepting the confinement, feem to fpend their 
time here in eafe and tranquillity. As foon as 
they faw our travellers, they knew them to be 
Euglifhmen, and flocked round thena with the 
utraoft demonftraMons of joy : they kiffed their * 
hands, and caWed t\\em\ti^ts»\3^«jei'Cfc\jKtfSiR» ^cbnw- 
gosj over and over af^2^xi. 
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Mr. Swinburne di reded his fervant to infoj 
them, in Lingua Franca, of the late defeat of ti 
Spaniards before Algiers, which had been ftud 
oufly concealed from them. One venerable lool 
ing Miiifelman railed both his hands to heave 
and feemed to forget the irkfomeneis of flaver 
in the fuccefs of his country. 

Below the Alcazar is the Mint, a large buili 
ing, and the mod ancient place of coinage in tl 
kingdom. Copper alone is now coined here. 

The unevennefs of the ground gives a wi 
look to this city. Moft of the ftreets are crook< 
and dirty, and the houfes mifcrable, wooden h 
vels. A manufadory of cloth is carried on hei 
with little apparent benefit to the inhabitants. 

The furrounding country is reckoned the b< 
in the kingdom for feeding the breed of lh« 
that produces the celebrated Spanifti wo< 
Other parts, perhaps, are equally adapted for tl 
kind of pafturage. But a fmall quantity of tl 
wool is manufa6tured in this country, notwit 
Handing the decided fuperiority of its qualit 
which renders it fuch an objeft to other man 
faduring nations. 

The country grew fandy as they advanced i 
to Old Caftiliej but it is much more populot 
and the villages ftand thicker than in New Ca 
tille. Palling Olmedo, a ruined town in A fii 
plain, they flept on the 10th at Hornillo. Tl: 
is a fmall village on the river Aldaya, the ban 
of which are prettily wooded, and form raai 
interefting points of view. 

Next morning they reached a hill that ove 
looked the plains of ValladoWd audv\\<i eowx^^i 
the Duero, a tine river that laWa Vulo V\ie ^^^ 
forto^ Ja Fortug^l ^ 
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Beyond a chain of white bare hills, at one of 
their angles, (lands the town of Simancas, in the 
caflle of which the archives of the realm were 
long ago depolited, and where they dill remain. 

They found Valladolid to be a large ill cora- 
pa6led city, with many feparate edifices, which, 
during the reign of Philip III. whp made this 
his conftant relidence, were the palaces of his 
great ofiicers and nobility. Being deferted by the 
court, the town and palace are fallen into decay. 
The great fquare, however, and fome of the pub- 
lic and private edifices bear witnefs of its former 
celebrity. The Dominican Convent, a Gothic 
edifice, is the mod remarkable in the city. The 
iiniverfity is in the latt ftage of decline j and in- 
deed, poverty and mifery are painted in every 
face throughout the town. 

Proceeding through a country famous for the 
excellence of its wines, but not very captivating 
in itfelf, they croffed and recrofTed the PuifeTga 
feveral times. At Torquemada is a bridge over 
this river, of twenty- two arches. The common 
houfes in this track are built of clay, Iquared and 
imperfedly baked in the fun. 

On the morning of the 13th, after entering 
a more agreeable and populous country, they ar- 
rived at Burgos, the ancient capital of the king- 
dom of Cattille, long lince abandoned to deca- 
dency. The approach up a long valley is rather 
pleafing, the view being terminated by the caftle 
and the cathedral. 

Before our travellers entered Burgos, they pafT- 

cd the famous Abbey de las Huelgas, one of the 

bed endowed in Spa\u. \V?i \>ivcvs tsx^ -^ 'tv^^^'^ ^ 

and the abbefs almoft. a ^oNe.\^\%^^^*^^^^^'^->^^ 

extent of her lenUoi\e^> \i^^ ^^^^^^^'^^^^^ 



188 



SWINBURNE 8 TBAVELf. 



gatives. This convent, however, is no* 
ihewy, and its lituation is low and unpleafai 

The little river, Alarcon, fcparatcs the fub 
from the city of Burgos. The towfi itfc 
built in a very irregular manner, on the dec 
ty of a deep hill, commanded by an antique 
tie, once the abode of the counts, and afterw 
of the kings of Caflille. 

Over the city gates arc fome ftatues of 
judges or counts, which are (iill objt6ts of g 
venention in the eyes of the patriotic Caftill 

The cathedral is one of the moft roagnifi< 
fabrics of the Gothic kind in Europe ; but iho 
it is of great elevation, its(ituation, in a hole 
out of the fide of a hill, is a great difadvan 
to its general efFc^. Its form is exa&ly the i 
as that of York Minfter, which our author i 
fidcrs as the criterion by which the beautie 
defers of every Gothic church are to be jud 
At the weftern or principal front, are two dec 
ending in fpires, and in the centre of the ed 
rifes a large fquare tower, adorned with e 
pinnacles 5 and on one fide of the eaft end 
lower odagon buildirg, with eight pyran 
exaGdy correfponding to the chapter houf 
York. 

Santiago, the patron of this cathedral, f^; 

very confpicuous on his war horle among 

needles of the main fteeple; and the Vi 

Mary is feated in folemn ftate over the great ^ 

* dow of the weft porch. The foliage w 

arches, pillars, and battlements, are eiLCCutc 

the moA elaborate and tin^ihcd manrver, in 

Gothic, or as fotne call it, the XT^VyicXaiW. 

la a narrow Jane, near Burgos, owi ^x^ 

ww-e detained for fomc tinac b^ tVi^ ^^^ 
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many finall carts, coining down from Arragon 
with fpears for buU-fightjng, iron, and chairs. 
Thefe are the carts that fnggefted to Cervantes 
the idea of Merlin's chariot, in the fecond part 
of Don Quixote. Their wheels make a creaking; 
or grinding, which can be compared to nothing 
but the nf)ife of iron-mills,' and fire-engines. 

Proceeding along the river fide, they paflTcd the 
Carthufian convent, which enjoys a charming fi- 
tuation on the fide of a round hill, backed with 
mountains, whofe fummits ar^ clad in fnow. 
T hey flept at a poor place, where the head-drefii 
pf the married women attrafted their particular 
notice. It confifted of a black perriwig, faced 
all round with the wool of a black lamb, ending 
behind in two plaited trefifes, that depended to 
their rumps. Previous to their nuptials, they arc 
obliged to make up this fingular kind of helmet, 
M'hich renders their natural uglinefs fiill more 
horrible. 

On the 14th, they travelled from vale to vale, 
over the bare hills that feparate them ; and, at 
length, came to the foot of the Sierra del Oca, a 
lofty ridge of mountains, running from caft to 
weft. In a defile, Pancorvo is fituated, a long 
village, with immenfe piles of rock impending dn 
every fide. It wears a very awful and tremend- 
ous afpe6t, which was heightened by the black 
clouds that hung upon the fummits of its cliffs, 
and foon after burft in a violent ftorm of thunder 
and rain. 

Next day they entered the fruitful plains of 
the Ebro ; and as the bridge had been wafKed. 
aw ay, they paffed \t m ?i ^e.xrj ^^v^Wv^'^co.^'s^.'"^^^^ 
town is well filualtd, WX\v*N>vi^^^''^'^^'^^^'^^!; 

1 
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and its gates and Greets fo narrow, that a car* 
riage canoot pafs th<'m. 

Soon after afcending the bills, at Puebla de 
Trivipo, they entered Alaba, a diftrid of Bifcay, 
und immediately found the fineft road imaginable^ 
made at the expence of the province, and carried 
as far as the frontiers of France. 

Every thing now affumed a new afpeft : in- 
ftead of the bare depopulated hills, the melancholy 
dqeded faces, the dirty inns, and abominable 
roads that they had been accuftoraed to for fo 
many months, they were here revived by the 
fight of a rich, ftudied culture, a clean-looking, 
cheerful people, neat houfcs, and pleafant travel- 
ling. 

Bifcay is the country of the ancient Cantabri, 
fo flightly annexed to the Roman empire. Their 
mountains have, in all ages, afforded the m temp* 
tations and opportunities of withdrawing them- 
felves from every yoke that had been partially 
impofed on them. Their language is account- 
ed aboriginal, and unmixed with either Latin, 
French, or Spaniih. It is fo totally different 
from the Callillian, that few of the peafants of 
the two countries under ftand each other. 

The Bifcayners are (lout, brave, and choleric 
to a proverb. Their privileges are very extenfive, 
and they guard them with a jealous eye. They 
have no bifliops, and ftyle the king only Lord of 
Bifcay. 

The women are beautiful as angels, tall, light, 

and cheerful; their attire is neat and paftoral; 

their hair falls in lo^g p\a\ts dowu their backs ; 

3nd a veil, or handklrch\ei, \.wvV\eA \o\\\\^ \t\ ^ 

fantafiic maouGT, ferves ihem iot a ^eiT^J \>^^vi\\\- 

'og head-dreCs. 
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In the evening they reached Vidoria, through 
one of the fineft plains in Europe. Its fertility, 
population, and profpeds all fupply fo many 
charms to the heart of tafte and feniibility. Vic- 
toria enjoys an elevated l^tuation, and makes a 
good figure on every approach 3 kmt the ftreets 
are narrow and gloomy. 

Soon after, they again afcended the hills into 
woods of oak, beech, and chefnut. Near Salinas^ 
a village inhabited by the workmen of the iron 
forges, they entered the very heart of the moun- 
tains, which would be almofl impaflable, were it 
not for the attention paid to make and keep the 
roads in the bed repair. 

The tops of all thefe mountains are crowned 
with forells, and the acclivities are cultivated as 
far as their nature will allow, while the valleys 
are thronged with villages, hamlets, orchards^ 
and gardens. The iron works employ a great 
number of hands, and give life and fpirit to the 
whole province. 

Having winded along a charming valley for 
many hours, and repeatedly crolfed a dream that 
laves it, our travellers paiTed over a high chain of 
mountains, at the Puerto de Villareal. From 
thence they defccnded into the valley of Tolofa^ 
a large town, fwarming with inhabitants. 

Early on the 18th, they gained the fummit of 
a woody hill, from whence they overlooked the 
Bay of Bifcay, Fontarabia, Andaye, the cdurfe of 
the BidaiToa, the province of Labour in France^ 
and an immenfe range of the Pyrenees. 

By the ferryboat they paifed the Bidaflba, and 
hading on the French froaV\eT,o\xt ^^5^^wi\ Vsx\^v- 
mtcd his travels in Spainj vVixow^ n4\\\c^>aR.>^^ 
made a circle of one ihoufeivd ti.\i\xtAx^^^^^ 
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between the months of October and June. The 
Bidaliba, which divides the two kingdoms, is im- 
petuous and dilficult at high water ; but at other 
times clear and placid, flowing through a delici- 
ous vale that ill accords with the ideas generally, 
and too juflly* entertained, of the boundaries be- 
tween two mighty nation*. 



TOUR 



TOUR THROUGH 

THB 

WESTERN, SOUTHERN, AND INTERIOR 

PROVINCES OF FRANCE^ 

In 1775 and 1776, 
By N, TV. WRAXALL, Efq. 

INTERSPERSED WITH &QME OCCASIONAL REMARKS, 



THIS lively and well written tour, in a track 
not often vilited by common travellers, is 
publiQied in the form of letters, and is fo intereft- 
ing as well as concife, that we (hould be doing 
injullice to the author did we materially alter iiis 
manner. We have, indeed, dropped the epifto- 
lary form, and conne6ted the narrative, becaufe 
our plan required it. We have alfo fometimes 
allumed a different drefs, and frequently taken a 
Ihorter road ; but we have never loft fight of our 
intelligent and pleafing guide. This, however, 
is a compliment we meant to pay, not a liberty 
we wiflied to take. 

I landed in France, fays Mr. Wrax^lU at Cher- 
bourg, on Wednefday Auguft 22, 1775. The 
ruins of the pier, which was dct^c^v'^^^\s^ ^^'^ 
troops In tiie late war, pr^Aeut arc\o\rctA>c\>^\^'^^^ 
of devailn tion j aa they ftiW xcva^iu ^^^^^ '^'^ ^ 



194 WRAXALL*S TOVK. 

ftate thc7 were left by the Engli'fh in 1758*. 
The town itfclf imprefles a flranger with no hlg& 
ideas of opulence or commerce. It is a wretched 
coUedion of houfes, crowded together in a fandj 
valley, clofe to the ihore, without order, cleanli- 
nefs, or elegance. The lituation, however, in 
the centre of the channel, and between the two 
Capes of Barfleur and La Hogue, has always 
made it important in the eye of policy. 

As Havre de Grace has been ever efleemed, 
with reafon, the key of High Normandy, fo 
Cherbourg is of the Lower. During the many 
reigns in which it was fubjed to the Englifti go- 
vernment, oar princes appear to have been im- 
prefled with a due fenfe of its value. A very 
ilrong garrifon was generally maintained in it ; 
and Charles VH. terminated his long train of 
victories over the timid and divided counfels of 
our Henry VI. by this important conqueft. It 
was re-annexed to the crown of France in 1450; 
but owing to various caufes, for a long feries of 
years, was lefs attended to than its importance 
defer ved. 

About half a mile from the town is a clifF, or 
rock, of prodigious height ; the afcent to which 
is by a winding path. On the top I found a lit- 
tle convent of Benedi6kine monks, or hermits, 
who have chofen to quit the vale below, and 
having retired to the bleak fummit, cultivate a 
few acres of ground, barren and ftony, from 
which they procure, with difficulty, a miferable 
fubliftence. The fuperior, after having (hewn 

* It were to be wifhed, that tKw AeCcf^^^otK tcv\^\.«:v\\\sfc 
applicable to Cherbourg ; but wV\o » \%notw«., t\^*x. >l\w\%^« 
a* fincc been improved and fortified >N\tU xV« ^ttcv^^ wt.. 
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me the little chapel and refedory, led me to the 
extreme point of the cliff, on which ftands a cru- 
cifix. ** This," faid he, ** is the fpot, from 
whence John, king of England, is (aid to have 
thrown his nephew. Prince Arthur of Bretagne. 
Tradition reports, that he did it with his own 
hand, in a tempefiuous night ; and that the fea, 
which, though now at Come diflance, then wash- 
ed the foot of the rock, received the body of the 
unhappy prince." This is, however, a very difput* 
able ia6t; and there is fcarcely any illuftrious 
death the circuniilances of which are fo ill afcer* 
tained as that in quellion. It is, indeed, well 
known, that Prince Arthur, after having been 
conduced through feveral provinces, with igno- 
{niny, by his uncle King John, finally difappear- 
ed in J 203. But fo far are hidorians from poii- 
tively naming the time or manner of his exit> 
tiiat they difagree in the place of his confinement, 
previous to that event. 

Another veftige of our Englifh robnarchs is yet 
in being here, which ^ands on incontetiible au- 
thority. About a mile to the weltward of the 
town, a little rivulet empties itfelf into the fea, 
which is called the Chantereinei In a meadow, 
a few paces from the fhore, ftands a froall chapel, 
which was built by Matilda, daughter of Henry I. 
and mother of Henry II. Hiftory relates that, in 
therfign of Stephen, who ulurped the throne, 
ihc palfed over from Wareham into Normandy, 
to raife fn Ih forces in fupport of her claim. Be- 
ing attacked by a violent rempeft at fea, (he had 
recourfe to prayers, to avert the danger. Re- 
pofmg her who\e V\ov<i \^ <^^'S\\^vv^^^'r^>'^^- 
cording to the fupetftiviou ol vVt. vvsgr.^^'^^^'^ 
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a vow that, if fhc ever fet her foot again on land, 
llie would fing a hymn to the Virgin, on the fpot 
where fhe firll alighted. Her vows were heard ; 
the ftorm abated, and ilie arrived happily. The 
inftant (lie got on {hore, one of the Tailors re- 
minded her of her promife, in thefe words, Chan^ 
U, reine^ *vechi terre! and as the words were fpoken 
cxadly at the month of this rivnlet, they gave 
rife to the name which it ftill n^tains. Not con- 
tent with fo fmall a mark of her gratitude, flie 
ere6lcd the chapel which I have mentioned, and 
which is called Notre" Dame du Voeu. The ftory 
of its origin is there recorded at length. The 
architefture bears every niark of extreme rude- 
nefs and barbarifm, fuch as characterized the age 
in which it was built. Six centuries, which have 
elapfed iince its conftrudion, have loofened the 
ftones that compofe it, and begin to threaten its 
total ruin, 

Cherbourg pretends to very high antiquity j 
and is faid to have been originally called Caefar- 
bonrg. Richard, the fecond Duke of Normandy, 
uncle to William the Conqueror, built a ftrong 
caille here, and having come in perfon to view it, 
was fo pleafed with the fit nation of the place, 
and its importance, as it appeared to him, for the 
defence of his dominions, that he is faid to have 
exclaimed in a rapture, ^ Ly caftel eft un cher 
bour^ per mi V This circumftance was the origin 
of its prefent name. Coins of leveral Roman em- 
perors have been dug up hf re at different times. A 
gentleman fliev/ed me one, in fine prefervation, 
of 'Antoninus Pius, found oulv a few years fince. 
The foeaufiTiil Val-de-S.uve.,'v.'\\\e\i We.^ \vv \\\^ 
r^liern part of the Coutenun, xv^ax e^^^^-w^^xx^. 
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18 faid to be a corruption of Val-de-Ceres, by 
which name the Romans called it, in honour of 
that goddefs, from its extraordinary fertility. 

I left Cherbourg on Thurfday morniDg, and 
after dining at Valognes, a coniiderable town, 
arrived at Carenten the following evening. The 
lowo is fniall, but the ruins of the caftle are very 
l)eautiful. This place is celebrated in the civil 
wars under Charles IX. and in thofe of the 
League which followed, in the reigns of Henry 
III. and IV. The architedure of the great 
church is elegant ; it was built in the fifteenth 
century, when the Gothic ftru6tures had alraoft 
attained to their higheft point of beauty and per- 
fedion. The altar, and a painting dedicated to 
St. Cecilia, arc the only internal decorations that 
merit attention. This patronefs of harmony 
appears playing on a fort of barpfichord, her 
fingers running negligently over the keys. A 
blue mantle, loofely buckled over her (boulder, 
expofes part of her neck to view, and her fair 
hair floats down her back. The balls of her eyes 
are thrown up to heaven in a fine frenzy of ma- 
fical enthufiafm. It is only fix leagues from Ca- 
renten to Coutances} but the road, even at this 
feafon of the year, is incomparably bad. The 
roads of Low Normandy are infamous to a pro- 
verb ; and I fhould never have had the boldnefs 
to venture through them, had I known their ac- 
tual fiate. Courancts has, however, in fome de- 
gree, made amends for the difificuUies I found in 
arriving at it, and repaid me by the objeds it 
affords of entertainment. It was founded by the 
Romans, who efiabUihed a\^%\otv\i«w^»«^\^'4^- 
ed it Cattra Conftantia. \v ^2lyv^ o\v ^ "^^ 
which nopes down with pto^vtE^ovx^ tvjftv^^ • ^ 
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yond the vale, a range of hills rifes like a fuperb 
amphitheatre, and lurrounds it on every (ide. 
The houfes bear all the marks of antiquity in 
their ftrudure and tafte, which is rude to the 
greateft degree. Many of them have doubtlefs 
Itood five or fix hundred years j and on one, the 
ilyle of which merits peculiar attention, is the 
date 1007, yet remaining in very legible charac-> 
ters. 

On the fummit of the hill, in the centre of the 
iown, ftands the cathedral. There is a grotefque 
beauty fpread over the whole; and the faniaftic 
ornaments of Gothic building are mixed with a 
wonderful delicacy and elegance in many of its 
parts. It was begun in 104/ ; and William the 
Conqueror, king of England, aflifted in perfon at 
its confecration fome years after. I went up to 
the top of the great centre tower, to enjoy one of 
the fineft profpeds imaginable. The town of 
Granville appears in front, nnd beyond it the lit- 
tle iflands of Chaufey. Jerfey, at the diftance of 
feven leagues to the north, forms a noble obje6t. 
The country on all fides, towards St., Lo, Avran- 
ches, and Carenten, is a garden, rich, cultivated, 
and tinted with woods. 

Coutances is large, but the convents confider- 
ably augment its fize, and the monks of different 
orders conftitute a great part of its inhabitants. 
As it is fituated at two leagues didant from the 
fea, and has not any navigable river, it is desti- 
tute of commerce; but fome few provincial no- 
blefife refide in the place. 

I was charmed with \,he Coutentin, as all this 
part of Low Normandy is C2i\\<i^. \^xov^^V^\- 
bourg to Valognes, vt \wa«» w-\ovvviV^\x\c>>2A ^^\ 
peathy^ {)ut^ in genera\, V\^e cou^u^ \^\^i^^x^^ 
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to no pnrt of the north of Europe. Fine acclivi- 
ties, clothed with wood, and rich valleys waving 
with corn, form a moll pleafing fcene. There is 
notwithllanding an apparent penury among the 
people. The hand of oppreffion is viiible in their 
drefs, their hovels, and their whole appearance. 
I faw none of thofe neat and pretty peafants fo 
common in our mod fcquellered villages. 

The Coutentin has given birth to fome illuf- 
trious charadters. Thofe brave and romantic 
heroes, lb famous in ancient ftory, Tancred and 
llobert Guifcard, who, after having expelled the 
Saracens from Apulia and Calabria, founded the 
Jcingdoms of Naples and Sicily, which they tranf- 
mitted to thair defcendants, were Counts of Hau- 
teviile, a little town not far from Valogncs. Hif- 
tory informs us, that Robert, duke of Normandy, 
fon to William the Conqueror, the mod generous 
and the moll neceliitous prince of his age, mort* 
gaged this part of fiis dominions to his brother 
llufus, before he went to the Holy Land. The 
lum, I think, wast/nly ten thoufand marks, which 
the rapacious Rufus levied on hisEngliih fubje6ks. 
I left Coutances Monday evening, in my way 
to Granville. The diftance is only fix leagucsj 
through a continuation of the fame agreeable 
country which 1 have already defcribed. As I 
■was delirous to vifit the celebrated Mont St. Mi- 
chel, 1 hired two horfes, and fet out for that 
place in the morning. It is about twenty miles 
from Granville, and the road lying along the fea- 
iliore, makes it very pleafant. I got to Genet, a 
little village, before noon. From thence it is 
only a league to the Mouul \ \^\)X. ^.% n^^ xor^-Vvs. 
entirely acroHs the faiids, >nVv\cVv ?^x^ o^\^ ^•^S^•a^^^ 
at low tide, it was ii\difi?^i^\A^ xq.c\^\^v.^ ^-^ ^^ 



300 wraxall's tour« 

cure a guide, under whofe direction I arrived 
there at one in the afternoon. 

This extraordinary rock, for it is no more,rifes 
in the middle of the bay of Avranchcs. Nature 
has completely fortified one fide, by its craggy 
and almod perpendicular afcent, which renders it 
irapradicable for courage or addrefs, however 
confummafc, to fcale it. The other parrs arc 
furrounded by walls fenced with femikmar tow- 
ers in the Gothic manner 5 but fufiiciently lirong, 
added to the advantages of its iituation« to with- ' 
iland any attack. At the foot of the moan tain 
begins a ftreet or town, which winds round its 
bale to a considerable height. Above, arc 
chambers in which pri loners of date are confined^ 
and other buildings intended for perfons torefide 
in; and on the funimit is built the abbey it- 
felf, occupying a prodigious fpace of ground, 
and of a lirength and folidity trqual to its enor- 
mous fize, fince it has withi!ood all the ftorms of 
heaven, in this elevated and expofed fituation, 
during many centuries. 1 examined every apart- 
ment in the edifice, under the guidance of a Swifs. 
The Sale de Chevalerie, or knights' hail, re- 
minded me of that at Marienbourg in Polifh 
Pruiiia. It is equally fpacious ; but more barbar- 
ous and rude. Here the knights^ of St. Michael 
ufed to meet in folenin convocation on important 
occafions. They were the defenders and guardi- 
ans of this mountain and abbey, as thofe of the 
temple, and of St. John of Jerufalem, were of 
the holy fepulchre. At one end is a painting of 
the archangel, the patron of their order , and ia 
this hall Louis XI. fix^ \w^\\w\.<A ^^ o\^«^ 
and inverted with the \i\l\g^u\«i oi *v\., Vtifc V£\\'j^x& 
cfthe crofs of St. Michad. .^ 
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We pnflTed on through feveral Ic.fler rooms into 
a long palihge, on one fide of which the guide 
opened a door, and through a narrow entrance, 
perfectly dark, he led me, by a fecond door, into 
an apartment, or rather dungeon, in the middle 
of which ftood a cage. Jt was compofed of pro- 
digious wooden bars -, and the wicfeet, which ad- 
mi ttedperfons into it, was ten or twelve inches ia 
thicknefs. I went into the infide : the fpace 
it comprifed, was about twelve or fourteen feet 
fquare, and it might be nearly twenty feet in 
height. This was the abode of many eminent 
vidims in former ages, whofe names and miferies 
are now forgotten. 

" There was/' faid my condu6tor, " towards 
the latter end of the lad century, a news-writer 
in Holland, who had prefumed to print fome ve- 
ry fevere refle6tions on Madame de Maintenon, 
and Louis XIV. Some months afterwards, he 
was induced, by a perfon fent exprefsly for that 
purpofe, to make a tour into French Flanders. 
The inilant he had quitted the Dutch dominions, 
he was put under arreft, and immediately, by his 
majefty*s exprefs command, conduced to this 
place. They ihut him up io this cage. Here he 
lived upwards of three and twenty years 3 and[ 
liare he, at length, expired. During the long 
nights of winter," continued the man, '* no can- 
dle or fire was allowed him, nor was he permitted 
to have any book. He faw no human face ex- 
cept that of the jailer, who came once every day 
to prefent him, through a hole in the wicket, 
with his little portion of bread and wine." 

As I (iood within this drea<\ivA ev\<^\\v^ cii ^-^xi.- 
elty, I execrated the ven^eauce^ o^ vV^ ^\v^c.^, 
W^io coulij infii£t lb treniQuAaw^ ^ ^>\\C\^^^'c^.ioj 
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fo trivial an offence ; and I haHened out of this 
fad receptacle, imprefltd with feelings of the 
deepeftpity and indignation. 

** It is now fifteen years," faid the Swifs, 
** fince a gentleman ended his days in ^hat cage; 
this was before the time when I came to refide 
here 5 but there is one inftancc within my own 

memory. Monfieur dc F , a perfon of rank, 

was conduced here by command of the late 
king, and remained three years ihut up in it. I 
fed him myfelf every day ^ but he was allowed ! 
books and candle to divert his mifery j and at 
length, the abbot, touched with his deplorable 1 
calamities, requeued and obtained for him the | 
royal pardon. He was fet free, and is now alive 
in France. 

*' The fubtcrrancan chambers," added he, <*" in 
•this mountain, are fo numerous, that we know 
them not ourfelves. * There are certain dangeoD9« 
called Oubliettes, into which they were accuOom- 
cd formerly to let down roalefa&ors guilty of ve- 
ry heinous crimes : they provided thefe wretches 
with a loaf of bread and a bottle of wine, and 
then they were totally forgotten, and left to pe- 
ri ih by hunger in the dark vaults of the rock. 
This puniihment has not, however, been inflided 
by any king in the lafl or prefent century*." 

We continued our progrefs through the abbey. 
He led me into a chamber, in one comer of which 
was a kind of window j between it and the wall 
of the building, was a very deep fpace or hollow, 
of near a hundred feet perpendicular, and at bot- 
tom was another window, opening to the fea. It 

♦ Friends as we are to tVve \e%\tA«\-3A.t ^oww oi VIxTtfi^-* nits. 
hope defpotifm vill never a&a\n date to feuxexvce iVt hj^^*^ «v- 
nunal to fucJi a face, lA any future ^%e, w \u »xv>i ^>x*xw ^'ixs^ 
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is called the Hole of Montgomeri. The liiftory 
of it is this. In the year 1559, Henry II. king of 
France, was unfortunately killed at a tournament 
by the Count de Montgomeri. It was uninten- 
tional on that nobleman's part j and he was forc- 
ed, contrary to his inclination, to pufh the lance 
againft his fovereign, by his exprefs command. 
He was a Hagonot^ and having efcaped the maf- 
facre of Paris, made head againft the royal forces 
in Normandy, being fupported hy our £lizabeth 
with arms and money. When driven from his 
fortrelTes in thofe parts, he retired to a rock call- 
ed the Tombelaine. This is another mountain, 
iimilar to the Mont St. Michel, only three quar- 
ters of a league diftant from it, and of nearly 
equal dimenfions. At that time there was a caf- 
tie on it, which was afterwards demoliihed, and 
of which fcarce any traces now remain. From 
this place of fecurity, only acceflible at low tides, 
he continually made excurfions, and annoyed the 
enemy, who never dared to attack him. He coin- 
ed money, laid all the adjacent country under con- 
tribution, and rendered himfelf univerfally dread- 
ed. Being defirous to furprife the Mont St. Mi- 
chel, he found means to engage in his interefts 
one of the monks refident in the abbey, who 
promifed to give him the fignal for his enterprifc, 
by difplaying a handkerchief. The treacherous 
monk having made the (ignal, armed all his affo- 
ciates, who waited Montgomeri's arrival. The 
count came» attend^ by fifty chofen foldiers, 
defperate, and capable of any attempt. They 
crolTed the fand, and having placed their fcaling- 
ladden, mounted one by owft\ «a >^v^^ x^-^^^^ 

tbc top, tbey were difpatc\xt4 "rnxJassoX. xiov^'?:. 

Moatgomcri, who followed \a«t» kX.Y^w^^^'^^ 
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vercd the perfidy, and cfcaped with only tu^oa 
his men, with whom he regained the ^ombe-^ 
laine. Ho was afterwards befieged and takcix 
prilbner by the jMarcfchaldeMatignon, iu 15/4,3^. 
Domfront in Normandy 5 and Catherine of Me^ 
dicis, who detclicd him for his having been^ 
though innocently, the caufe of her hulbaud'9 
death, ordered him to be immediately executed. 
The church is an objed of great curiofity. It 
is fupported by nine pillars of mod enormous di- 
menfions, which Itand upon the folid rock. Be- 
lides thefe, there are two others, of Hill fuperior 
fize, which fupport the centre of the church, over 
which the tower is raifed. If the prodigious in- 
cumbent wjeight and the nature of the lituation 
is confidered, nothing lefs maify could fu^in the 
building. They feem indeed, as if they were de- 
iigned to defy the ravages of time and the con- 
vulfions of nature. 

The treafury is crowded with innumerable 
relics 5 among which fome few have a real and 
intrinfic value. There is i\ fine head of Charlea 
VL of France cut in cryftal, deferving attention^ 
They have got. Heaven knows by what meang, 
an arm of Edward the Confelibr ; and they fhew- 
cd me another, of St. llichard, king of England, 
as they called him ; but who this faint and prince 
was, 1 confefs, is beyond myx:omprehenfion. As 
to the monks, they know nothing about it 5 but 
they were pofitive he was a king of England.— 
An enormous golden cockle- iliell, weighing many 
pounds, given by Richard II. duke of Normandy, 
when he founded the abbey, is worth remarking. 
Jn the middle of the chou Viatv^^^^xotte, which 
/5 JfhJd to have fallen on ibe VkWL;^oL\aO\j:\?."!fA."ax 
tlie £egc of JBeian^on, wiiViouX. <io\vv« \x«sv ^^ 
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fmalleft injury. This, he conceived, and with 
reafon, naull have been owing to Tome divine in- 
terpofition ; for the flone weighs, I (hould fup- 
poi'e, at leaft ten pounds. Louis, though one of 
the greatell moijftcrs that ever filled a throne, 
was yet, at intervals, exceedingly pious : he ufed 
to come often in pilgrimage to the Mont St. Mi- 
chel j and he ordered this ftone to be fufpeaded 
by a chain in the choir, and left the income of 
certain lands for the maintenance of priefts, who 
were to fay mafles on account of his prefervatioa 
from fo imminent a danger. 

The refeftory, the cloiflers, the cells of the 
in#nks, are all very magnificent and fpacious; 
but a vaft fum of money is now wanted to put 
the whole in repair, and remftate what the lapfe 
of ages has defaced and deformed. One of the 
great towers is cracked and decayed ; and other 
parts are verging to ruin. 

The late king, Louis XV. fequeftered the reve- 
nues of the abbey, which are very ample. A pri- 
or is fubftituted inftead of the abbot, and the 
number of monks is reduced from thirty to four- 
teen. It is at prefent confidered chiefly as a pri- 
fon of flate. The apartments are at this time oc- 
cupied by many illullrioup prifoners, who have 
been fent here by Lettres de Cachet, for crimes 
of date. They are detained in more flri6t or 
eafy confinement, according to the royal mandate* 
There are at prefent eight in one range of rooms, 
who eat at .the fame table together. They are 
allowed each a pint of wine j but neither knives 
nor forks are ever granted them, left they ihould 
commit fuicide, to efca]^c \.t\t Vvoxiot^ ^i vck^xx.- 
fonment. No perfon la petvmVXfc^ Vo ^^"^^^ '^'^^'^ 
divifjon of the abbey m N^hvcYi vVitTj \v^«;> '^'^ ^"^^ 
bold any converfatiou vjaYi \>ck&ta. ^^^^^w. 
Vox.XVI* ^ 
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thcfe were fent here fince the acceflion of h» 
prefent majeliy. There are others who have the 
liberty of going intacverypartof Ib6 mount with- 
out reftraint; but to enjoy this permiflioD, they 
mud be habited as priefks, and of cotrfequetice be 
known to every one. To cfcape, feetns almoft 
iinpoflible 5 yet very lately a gentleman, who 
had been confined ten months, fncceeded in aa 
attempt to liberate himfelf. I was (hewn the 
place from whence he let hinifelf down by a 
rope : it is near a hundred feet perpendicular. 
He crofled the fands immediately, while the fea 
was low ; and it was imagined he hsfd embarked 
cither for Jerfcy or for England, tts no intelli* 
gence had been received concerning him. 

Some apartments are dellined to a .fpecies of 
wretches yet more deplorable — I mean, to luna* ' 
tics. There are feveral here who are of high 
rank. In the cloifters of the abbey, a perfon ac-!- 
coded me in very polite terms. He appeared to 
be above fifty years of age ; his drefs was mean, 
and at his button-hole hung a ctofa of the order 
qf St. Michael, fantaftically adorned with rib- 
bons. His face, though brown and fickly, was 
noble and engaging 5 his hair, of a deep black, 
mixed with grey, hung floating upon his fhoul^ 
ders ; and over bis whole perfon was an air of 
dignity in ruin. It was the Marquis de R-^ — ^ 
a nobleman of Bretagne, who has been ihut up 
here five-and- twenty years. He was infane, but 
harmlefs, and obferved perfe^y all the forms of 
politenefs and good breeding. 

Though the age of pilgrimages is nearly al an 
end in all European naV\otv%, x^e xwxvcC^^x o.^ \\V- 
grims -who come annuaWy 10 ^^7 xN^^vt ncw^ vo 
^^, Michael ^t thV* caouut, avoowax* v^X^n^n^^^ 
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el^ht and ten thoufand. They are moftly pea- 
fan(s, and perfons in mean occupations ; but even 
among the nobility there are not wanting thofc 
who are induced to make this journey from prin- 
ciples of piety. The little town at the foot of 
the mount is fometimes fo crowded with them, 
that not a bed is to be procured. I faw feveral of 
thefe devotees, while I was there. They all wore 
the emblems of St. Michael, 

Near the foot of the mountain, clofe to the 
waves of the fea, is a very fine well of frefh vra- 
tcr ; but as this might be taken pofTeflion of by 
an enemy, they have contrived to form cifterns in 
the folid rock, proportionate to every other part 
of the building, and capable of containing many 
hundred tuns of water. Indeed, to befiege the 
mountain, would be an a£t of madnefs j as a hun- 
dred men might defend it againft ten thoufand 
aflailants, and any number of veflds ; nor could 
it, if taken, be of any benefit to the captors. 

The town itfelf is almoU as much an obje61: of 
curiofity as any other part of the moitat. I did 
not fee a houfe which feemed to have been built 
lince the time of Louis XI. The whole number 
of perfons reiident in the abbey and in the town, 
does not exceed a hundred and eighty, in time of 
peace, A militia, compofed of the inhabitants, 
mounts guard, to prevent any of the prifoncrs 
from efcaping. In time of war there are five 
hundred foldier? commonly in garrifon \ and 
they aflfured me, that in different parts of the ab- 
bey, thirteen thoufand troops might be difpofed 
pf without any fort of inconvenience, or difficulty. 

We gi\c an anecdote teXa^UN^ Vo \>xv^ ^-ap^j^ 
which is as honourable tg Oae oxv^ '^^xV^ » '^'5»\\-\% 
fiifgracefal to the other. ^ 

T % 
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In the year JO90, Robert, duke of Noma 
and William Rufus, king of England, fc 
William the Conqueror, beiieged their yo' 
brother Henry a long time in the Mont St 
cbcl. It muft be prefumed that they were m 
of the foot of the rock j for otjierwife it \ 
be impradlicable to inveft it. The prince 
never haye been reduced to furrender from i 
but he was in want of water, and from th« 
oeflity was on the point of yielding up th 
trefs, when Robert, with the benevolence ai 
nerofity which marked h is cha rafter, fen thiir 
pipes of wine 5 and this fuccour enabled I 
to bold out. Rufus reproached Robert f< 
conduft : " Shall we then," faid he, *' fuff 
brother to die of thirft ?" — And what rctui 
bfe meet with from Henry ? An imprifon 
of twenty-eight years in a vaulted chamt 
Cardiff Caftle, where he expired. 

Having fatisiied ray curiafity here, I reti 
to Granville. This town is fituated very 
fantly on a neck of land ftretching into th 
It is not fmall ; but the buildings are fcatl 
mean, and irregular, extending near a 
from one extremity to the other, part on the 
above, and part in the vale below. It is op 
the fea, and has no bay, though they have 
Urufted part of a pier to Iheltcr and prote^ 
fliipping. Some fmall redoubts and batteries 
likewife been eiefted on the eminences rour 
place, to defend it from invafion 5 but the 
of little (Irength. 

Leaving Granville, I next reached Avran 

:ind had I been a Roman C'd\\\oY\c, 1 ^w^ 

ta/nJjr have put both my(e\t and m^ c^^^v 

der the prote&ion of the Vii&vu, ox ol to 
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-who is the tutelary patron of travellers, before I 
adventured into fuch perilous roads, where I met 
with many difficulties and fome difafters. 

Avranches detained me a few hours. The ci* 
ty is mean, but its fituation is very fine. The ca- . 
thedral (lands on a hill, which terminates abrupt- 
ly, the front of the church extending to the ex^ 
treme verge of it, and overhanging the precipice. 
It bears the marks of high antiquity, but tho 
towers are decayed in many places, though its 
original conftru^ipn has been wonderfully ftrong. 
While I flood near it, one of the priells veiy po- 
litely accofted me, and offered, as I appeared to ' 
be a flranger, to give me fome information re- 
fpeding it. 

" The cathedral," faid he, '^has been th© 
work of different ages \ but the two weftena 
towers are fuppofed to be as old as the eighth 
century. One of the Euglifh kings, Henry II. 
received abfolution here from the Papal Nuncio* 
for the murder of St. Thomas-^- Becket, in I172, 
and the llone, on which he knelt during the per-* 
formance of that fplemn ceremony, flill exifts." 
He carried me to look at it. Its length is about 
thirty inches, and the breadth twelve. It flandi 
before the north portal, and on it is engraved a 
chalice in commemoration of the event. 

The ruins of the caftle of Avranches are ver^ 
extenfive \ ai^d beneath lies a rich extent of 
country, CQV^ited yrith orchards, and abounding 
in graUi. 

I relumed my journey on Sunday noon, Septem-. 
bcr 2d, and quitting Normandy, reached the city 
oi Dol i;i Bretagnc the fame t.N«vvcv>^» \yiw\s^<Js. 
BiiTa& thq notice of every T^ct^c^ti ^Vo V-^'^ "^^^^ 
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the epifcopal palace, which is ati elegant modem 
buildings there h not a houfe within the walls, 
which does not feem to have been built in agci 
the mod barbarous and remote. The fortifica- 
tions are in the fame ftyle, and appear to have 
been anciently very formidable i and indeed hif> 
tory confirms this. 

It was a beautiful autumnal evening, and I 
walked near half a league from the town to view 
a fingular obje«5l of curiofity. In the middle of 
a very large orchard ftands a filM^e ftone, between 
forty and hfly feet high : its circumference near the 
bafe equals its height. It is called The Stone 
of the Field of Lamentation. There are no cer- 
tain accounts when, or on what occafion, it was 
crefted ; but the traditions relative to it are 
equally numerous and contradi6tory. I had the 
pleafure to fee and converfe with the gentleman 
on whofe eftate it is fituated. He faid, the moft 
approved opinion was, that Julius Caefar had 
caufed it to be eredtetl as a trophy, to mark the 
extent of his conquefts, after a bloody engage- 
ment, which he gained over the inhabitants of 
Armorica. The peafants are fully perfuaded 
"that the devil fet jt up in one of his idle hours; 
*' but," added he, '* I have myfelf caufed the 
earth to be removed round its bafe to the di fiance 
of forty feet on every fide 3 and I find that it joins 
to a prodigious rock, from which it feems to have 
fprung; fo that I am induced to think, notwith- 
Handing its name, that it may be a natural pro- 
dudlion." It certainly deferves an accurate in- 
vefligation. 
Next day I got to Sl.'NlaXo. T>afc ^^^^ -^-i^ 
buiJt by the celebrated Xt\tve oi ^vcva^tv^, >«\^ 
annexed tlie duchy to tVic ciov:vv ^i ^^^twcfi ^ 
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her marriage with Charles VIIT. in 1489. She 
was alked by the engineer who conftru6ted it, 
•what plan ilie would chul'c as its model. " My 
coach/' faid ihe ; and lb it is in eiFe^. A large 
fquarc area within, conftitutes the bodyj two 
fmall towers in the fore-part anfwer to the fore- 
wheels of a carriage, as two others of a larger 
fize do to the hinder ones; a projedion in front 
forms the pole, and an arched niche behind corre- 
fponds to the place where the fervant was ofed 
to ftand. Cot^fcjpus that pofterity might accufe 
her of caprice and abfurdity, ihe has obviated 
their criticifms in a manner truly royal, by an 
infcription engraved on the wall, and very, legi- 
ble at this hour — 

«< Qui que gronde, t<l eft men plaifir 1" 

This muft be allowed to be the reafoning of a 
fovereign, and ought to (ilence impertinence ! 

St. Malo is (ituated in an ifland joined to the 
continent by a caufcway. The ancient city and 
bilhopric were half a league diflant, upon th« 
main-land; but in the year I172, the bi (bop, 
John de la Grille, removed his refidence to the 
little ifland of St. Aaron, and began the town 
which now exids. The houfes are all lofty and 
elegant ; but the ftrects, owing to the want of 
ground and to the number of inhabitants, are 
narrow, dirty, and ill paved. 

September 6th, I left St. Malo, and lay at Hed^, 
8 little town iituated on the fummit of a moun-* 
tain, which commands a moft exteniive profped. 
I got to the city of Rennes next morning. 
Here I had flattered m^feXi ^'\>>ci >^^ ^^'t.?&»x^ ^ 
feeing tlie celebrated Moti^cvix ^^\«^ 05\'^'^>J^ 
\i'ho, after having iufftted» >^3a^t \^x^"^^ *^ 
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the puniihments which defpotifin could inilidi 
was new returned to pafs the little remainder of 
his days in his native province of Bretagne. | 
had received ytry particular letters of introdnc- 
lion to him j but he was gone to his feat at Ca- 
radeuc, the preceding day. To the honour of 
his prefent majelty and of the minidry, they have 
endeavoured to make him every podible compen- 
fation for the cruel indignities which he met 
with under the late reign» by a liberal penfioa> 
and a title ! 

I (laid near two days at Rennes. It is the ho- 
norary capital of Bretagne, becaufe the ftates are 
alfembled there ; but like all cities deftitute of 
commerce, is dull and poor. Several of the prin-. 
cipal ttreets are, however, very handfome, a fire ' 
which happened in the year 172O, and which al- 
mod reduced the whole place to aihes, having 
obliged the inhabitants to rebuild them with 
great regularity. In one of the fquares, is a fine 
bronze ftatue of Louis XV. ere6ted by the pro- 
vince in 1 744, foon after his recovery from a dann 
gerous illnefs with which he was attacked in 
Flanders, and which obtained him the title of 
Bien aimc. Under the figure of the prince, ap- 
pears on one fide Hygeia, the goddefs of health, 
with her ferpent and patera ; and on the other, 
is the genius of Bretagne, kneeling on one kpee, 
with looks expreflive of exultation and reverence^ 
At the foot of the pedeftal is an infcription in La- 
tin. I bluihed as I read it, foi: the monar<»h to. 
whom it was offered. 

Rennes is fituate on the little river Vilalne, 
and was anciently very fi.YOT:\^7 \\:ix\:viv^\%\i>ax.N!cw^ 
walls are now in rums, and xVve dWcVv tvt^A^ ^^5^ 
vp. Tht fiege of tb^ cUy \>^ ^^nnv.>*^\\V'^^^^ 
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hf England, is \evy celebrated in hiftory. The 
Englilh and Breton army confifted of forty thou- 
fand men ; and neverthelefs, after having re- 
mained before it fix months^ were obliged to re- 
tire without fnccefs, 

I arrived at Nantes on the ] 1th. This is a no- 
ble city, and its fituation is equally advantageous 
*and agreeable, being built on, the eafy declivity 
of a hill, doping on every fide to the river Loire. 
Exadtly oppofite to the fpot on which Hands the 
town, it is divided into feveral channels, by a 
number of fmall iflands, moft of which are co- 
vered with elegant houfes. The great quay is 
more than a mile in length ; the buildings very 
fuperb, and chiefly erefted fince the peace of 1 763. 
As its commerce is annually increafing, the city 
is confequently in a ftate of continual improve- 
ment, and advance in beauty. The Loire is not- 
withftanding very fhallow j and all goods are 
brought up in large boats from Painbeuf, which 
is nine leagues dl^ant. At the eafiern extremi- 
ty of the town (lands the caftle, in which the an- 
cient dukes of Bretagne held their refidence. It 
was built about the year 1000; but the duke of 
Mercceur, who, during the long wars of the 
League, in the fixteenth century, rendered hira* 
felf in forae degree fovereign of this province, 
made feveral confiderable additions to it. In the 
chapel, Anne, duchefs of Bretagne, and widow 
of Charles VIIL married Louis XIL in }499i 
and by t-liis fecond union, confirmed the duchy to 
the crown of France. I was ihewn the chamber 
in which the celebrated Cardinal de Retz was 
confined b}v>rder of Anne o^ kw^x\^>^x\^S.\vswjL 
which he made his efca^^e, V)^ \txx!vwi, V\\s\^^1 
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Src/S^ /bnuerJy'poircffcd by vUc W^'ioy.c.v^, cA\g 
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the Caflle de la Verriere; and at the diflance of 
a mile from the houfe, where I pafTed the day, is 
an ancient manfion furrounded with thick woods, 
which belong to Peter Landais^ the infamous and 
unworthy favourite of Francis II* 

Bretagne is by no means fo fertile or fo culti-^ 
vated a province as Normandy. The interior part 
is chiefly open and healthy, but the fea-coads are 
more populous, and the foil is richer. Round this 
city, and to the fouthward, in the Pays de Retz, 
vines are very plentiful, and they make a thin 
four wine, known by the name of Vin Nantois. 

The origin of Nantes is very uncertain, and is 
lod in remote antiquity. The Romans doubtlefs 
had a flation here. In the year 1580, among the 
ruins of a tower demolifhed at that time, was 
found a done, which, by order of the magiftrates, 
was transferred in \60d to the Hotel de Ville. 
The infcription on it, as follows, has greatly ex* 
rrcifed the attention of antiquaries. It is'vcry 
legible, and in Roman chara^ers. 

NUMINIB : AVGUSTOR : 

DEO : VOL : JANO. 

M': GEMEL: SECUNPUS. ET C. SEDaT : FLORUS. 

ACTOR: VICANOR. FORTENT, TRIBUNAL. C. M. 

LOCIS EX STIPE CONLATA POSUERVNT. 

I cannot forbear mentioning one other mona* 
ment, equally lingular. Neaf a bridge whith 
crolTes the Loire, called Le Pont de la belle Croix, 
is a done fixed in the wall, with the remains of a 
defaced infcription on it. It was placed there to 
mark the fpot where Gilles, Marefchal de Retz 
was burnt, under the reigu oi C\vait\^^N W. ^Wx^ 
nobiemaa was accufed of, and coxA'exJXc^.^ "vsi ^^ 
foij criaxes^ which wero tuA. to\«i ^ft^ VsrtS^ 

■ . ' ft N 
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and flagitious even to be named. They werene- 
ver divulged, but covered up in darknefs and 
myfler)^ I was alfnred, that the Marefchal dc 
Retz*s trial is yet prefer ved among the archives of 
the city ; but that it had never been opened, from 
the fame motives of horror and cautioa, which 
originally actuated his judges. I mud confefs, that 
this whole ftory appears to me very extraordinary. 
On Saturday flight, the l6th of September, I 
flept at Aigrefeille, and breakfafted next morning 
at Montague, the firft town in Poitou. I conti- 
nued my journey the whole day through that 
province, and arrived, as the fua went down, at 
Moreille. The evening was uncommonly besLiX' 
tiful, and I {hould have proceeded fome miles 
farther, if a very large convent, which dood oppo- 
fite the pod-houfe, in one of the fined iituations 
to be conceived, had not revitted my attention. 
The great gates were open, and admitted me into a 
fpacious court, or lawn, in front of the building. 
Here I met the prior, a thin, fpare figure, in ap- 
pearance pad his fiftieth year J if his drefs did not 
tend to deceive my judgment. He accoded me 
with extreme politenefs J and on my informing him 
that I was a traveller, induced by curiofity to vifit 
his convent, he condu6ted me into the church, 
and through the apartments. *' We are/* faid 
he, " of the Cillercian order, and owe our foun- 
dation to Eleanor, queen of England, and wife to 
Henry II. but during the unhappy wars of the 
League, the chief fceiie of which lay in this part 
of the kingdom, our archives were all cnrried 
away, and the building itfelf defaced, by the fol- 
d/ersofColigni." 
He afterwards invUed me ^o ^vx^i^e^ . 0\sx \^- 
paA was ferved up wilb greaVtJia^ai^x^^^tv^^^V 
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lowed by a deflert from the gardens of the priory, 
which are very extenfive. I ftaid til) near mid- 
night, and left my generous hoft with the utmoft 
regret. 

I got to Marans on the 18th. It is a miferable 
town, fituated on the river Sevre, which divides 
Poitou from the Pays d*Aunis. At a fmall dif- 
tance from the place, on the bank of the river, 
towards its efflux, tradition yet points out the 
fpot rendered celebrated by the interview of 
Louis XI. of France, and his brother Charles^ 
duke of Guyenne. The artful monarch exhauft- 
ed, in vain, all his treacherous policy to gain his 
brother; and their interview, like moft others 
between princes, was unaccompanied with any - 
lafting or beneficial effed. 

It is only twenty miles from Marans to Ro- 
chellc, through a rich country, covered with 
vines. This city, fo famous in the fixteenth and 
fevcnteenth centuries, the refuge, at that time, 
of the Hugonots, and their grand barrier againft 
the royal power, is ftill a commercial and popu-^ 
lous place, though much declined from its an- 
cient luftre. The port, though it is incapable of 
admitting vcflels of any confiderable burthen, is 
yet well calculated for trade. At the entrance 
arc two very noble Gothic towers, called the Tour 
de St. Nicolas, and the Tour de la Chaine. They 
arc now in a flatc of decay, but were anciently 
defigned to protcftthe town and iiarbour. With- 
out thefe towers is an outer port, and beyond all 
lies the road, well iheltered by the illands of Re, 
Oleron, and Aix. 

This place has no c\a\iti to atv^ leK^cAs. ^xvNa^v- 
ty. It was only a litl\e coWefiivoYv ^l^wx*^^^^ 
'he Aort, inhabited by ^ftxeicofeti* NiV^^ ^.^j; 
VouXVI. tl ^^ 
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liarn IX. la ft Count of Poitou, rendered himfeif 

nialter of it in 1 1 39. From that prince it defceod- 

ed'to liis only daughter Eleanor, who, after her 

divorce from Louis VI I . of France, brought all 

her ample dowcry in marriage to Henry II. of 

England. 

The reformed religion, n^ich was firft intro- 
duced into the kingdom about 1540, met with 
a moft favourable reception hercj .and under 
Charles IX. this place became the grand afylom 
of the Proteftants. The maflacre of Paris was 
followed foon after by the memorable fiege of 
Rochelle, which began in November 1572, and 
was raifed in June 1573. Enthufiafm fupplied 
the befieged with conftancy and courage, which 
rendered them fuperior to the aiiailants $ and the 
Duke of Anjou, afterwards Henry III. who com- 
manded the royal army, was happy to find a pre- 
text in his eledion to the crown of Poland, for 
withdrawing his (battered troops; after having 
loft twenty-two thoufand men before the place. 
Thi* fuccefs conduced towards infpiring them 
with refolution to withftand Louis XIII. in 162/; 
but Richlieirs daring genius was not to be van- 
quifhed. After having precluded every fource of 
alfiftance by fea and l^nd, and having invefted 
the place for thirteen months, it furrendered to 
the mercy of the king. The calamities which 
the garrifon endured, from famine, are only to be 
compared with thofe of Jerufalem under Titus. 
This was the laft effort of religious oppofition,, 
and the era which eftablilhed an unlimited royal 
power throughout the kiu^dom of France. 

/ carefully infpeded \.V\e cdefert^Xa^ \s\^\wA 
creacd by Richlieu. NSr\\eu v\\e fe^ xOTw^'i.AVv^ 
Hill Wi3blci..andlv/a\kedov^\.v^^otvYV^\>oN^^W 
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hundred feet. It extends from fide to fi Je, acrofs 
the whole harbour, nearly an Englifli mile in 
length. Its breadth is more than one hundred 
and fifty feet, and it wtdens continually towards 
the bafe. No effort of art or power can poflibly 
imprefs the mind with fo va(t and fublime an 
idea of the genius of Richlieu, as does this bul- 
wark againft the fea: it alraoft appeaw more 
thaa the work of man. A fmall opening of 
about two hundred feet, was left by Pompcy 
Targon, the archite6t who conftruded it, to ad- 
mit veifels, and to fhut up by chains iixed acrofs 
it. A tower was likewife ere6ted at each end, 
no remains of which are now to be feen. Neither 
the Duke of Buckingham nor the£arl of Lindfey, 
who were fucceliively fent from England to the 
aid of the befieged, by Charles I. dared to attack 
this formidable barrier j they were obliged to re- 
tire, and to leave Rochelle to its fate. In all 
probability, a thoufand years, aided by dorms^ 
and all the fury of the Tea, will make little or no 
impreflion on this mound, which is defigned to 
endure as long as the fame of (he cardlaaU its 
author. 

From the northern point of thp harbouf> is a 
fine view of the three iflands. Re, Oleron, and 
Aix. It was on the former of thefe, that the 
Duke of Buckingham landed, and, after his fruit- 
lefs attempt on the citadel of St. Martin, was re- , 
pnlfed with the'lofs of eight thoufand men. This 
little iHand, which is only fix leagues in length, 
is feparated from the main land by a channel of 
three miles broad. It contains about twenty 
thonfiDd inhabitants, ar\d \a \>e.\.\fc\ cxJcCv^^v^^ 
than the /ineft province ot l^«.tvc€;-, ^uV^^CSSfcxoxv, 
which is more than do«b\ei vVa ^-vxt.^Xx^'^^'^'^'^^ 
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that number of people, and is neither in the fkxnt 
ftate of cultivation nor improvement. This Con- 
trad is the refult of their different political fita< 
ations, the ifland of Re being free, and exdnpt 
from all duties or taxation. 1 

On the fouthern fide of the port (lands a con* 
vent of Minims, ereded by Louis XIII. after the 
fiege in l628, to pray for the fouls of thofe who 
periihed before La Rochelle. When Charles'IX. 
began to inved it in 1572, there were at that tiotie 
feventy-two thoufand perfons in the city. In 
the fecond (iege, they had diminifhed to twenty- 
eight thoufand ; and, at prefent, the inhabitants 
are only between feventeen and eighteen thoa- 
fand ; of which fcarce two thoufand are reputed 
Hugonots. Religious zeal and animofity have 
entirely fubfided ; and the citizens are efleemed 
to be as well attached to the crown as any in 
France, 

The weather was now the moft lerene and de- 
lightful that could be imagined. The vintage 
was already begun round the city, and the pea- 
fants were engaged in all that happy feftivity na- 
tural to the feafon and the employment. No 
fcei^ can be more delightful than happy labour- 
ers, amidft abundant fertility. 

On the 21ft of September I left Rochelle. The 

diftance from that town to Rochfort is feven 

leagues, the firft four of which are exceedingly 

pleafant, the road lying along thp fea-lhore, and 

in view of the iflands of Oleron and Aix. It is 

now almoft a century fince Louis XIV. conftruft* 

ed Rochfort, in the midft of marflies, which were 

exprefsly drained for that vv^^t^o^t. Cv>\\i^\v >«^ 

then the firft minii\er, and, W *\^ ^aXd, V?^ x^^^^i \.f^ 

caU it LsL Ville d'Or, from iVic ^xoei^^v^vNa Vm^ 



WRAXAIl's T0T7R. i2\ 

Rafter had expended there. Time has, how* 
'cr, evinc^ the utility of the proje6t, and tho 
)rt is become as iieceirary and important to the 
own of France, as either Breft or Toulon. It 
fituated on the river Charente, about five 
;agues from its mouth. I paiTed feveral hours 
ii the different magazines and dock-yards. Every 
' hing appears to be under admirable regulation^ 
nd the feveral branches of naval equipment are 
arried on with the utmoft vigour and difpatch. 

The number of workmen commonly employed 
it Rochfort, is about nine hundred, and to thefo 
"^irc added fi\ hundred galley (laves, who are oc- 
cupied in the mod painful and laborious branches 
of fervice. They are chained two and two, with 
licavy fetters, conftantly guarded, and confined 
in a long building ereded for that purpofe in the 
centre of the yard; Some of theie wretches are 
- thus detained for a term of years; others during 
Jife. The precautions ufed to prevent their efcape 
are excellent, and improved on continually by 
experience ; yet, in fpite of every obftacle, they 
"are continually eluded. So ftrong is the love of 
liberty in the heart of roan, even when it has loft 
every other valuable principle. * 

The armory, the rope- walks, the fl:ore-houfe8, 
of every kind, are" all in the beft order, and kept 
with prodigious neatnefs. Louis XIV. fortified 
the city at the time he conftruded it ; but its fi- 
tuation, at fo confiderable a difiance from the 
fea, renders it fufficiently fecure from any attack i 
and they have, therefore, lately clofed up the 
battlements, and negle6ted the fortifications. It 
MS laid out with great beaux'^ ?ltv^ ^^^w^"t» '^^ 
^eeta are all very broad atv^ ^t^x'gckX^ ^^"^^^^^^ 
ihrougb the whole p\ace ftoia ^\^^ Vi ^^'i i^ 
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tlie buildings do not correfpond with them ii 
v beauty, as tliey are moftly low and irregular. 

The province of Saintonge, of which this citj 
is the capital, begins at a fmall diilance fron 
Rochfort. The antiquities, which Saintes flil 
contains, detained me there Tome time. It was t 
Roman colony, and thofe conquerors of the earth 
who polilhed the nations they fubdued, have Icf 
behind them feveral traces of their magnificence 
In a holldw valley between two raounuiins, am 
almoll' adjoining to one of the fuburbs, are thi 
ruins of the amphitheatre. Though now in thi 
lad ilage of decay, its appearance is aiiguft am 
venerable. In fome parts, fcarce any of ttic arcbe 
are to be i'ccn -, but the eail end is Itill in a grea 
degree of prefervation. A triumphal arch, oi 
.. I [ which is an infcription in Roman letters, merit 
^i;.;i likewife attention. It was ereded to Germani- 
:!f .;; cus, on the news of his death, fo univerfally la< 
i\ i mented throughout the empire. 
;i I j The Charente furrounds this city; and thougb 

l\'? that river cannot compare with the Loire or th« 
1 [ I Rhone, in fize and depth, yet the adions which 
'*■'■] have been performed on its banks, in difFerenf 

,_! ages, will render it immortal in hiftory. At Tail- 

j I Icbourg, only (ix miles from hence, and nearer to 
its mouth, was fought the battle between Henry 
III. of England and St. Louis, where the lattci 
was conqueror, and in which he gave proofs ol 
almoft unexampled prowefs and intrepidity, by 
defending, aUiiort alone, the palfage of a bridge 
agamll the whole Englilh army, during fome mi- 
nutes. Francis I. one of the moll amiable aud 
t^J/ accompUlhed princes who tvet w'g.ue.^XYv^^^'Ci^^ 
was born in 1494, at Co^a^^c, ov\\7 ^tiNtxvX^-^'^N^ 
libber up on the Chareuic- T>«o \«x?>:^^^> 
/ 
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ycnd Cognac is the famous plain^ of Jarnac, 
where the Hugonots were beat in 156g, by the 
Duke of Anjou, afterwards Henry III. and where 
the great Louis, firft Prince of Cond6, was aflaf- 
finatcd by Montefquiou. . 

Except the remains of Roman grandeur yet vi- 
iible at Salutes, the place contains very little to 
43etain or amufe a traveller. It is built with 
l^reat irregularity; the ftreets arc narrow and 
winding, the houfes mean, and almod all of them 
▼ery old. The cathedral has been repeatedly de- 
faced and deftroyed by Normans and Hugonots, 
who made war alike on the monuments of art or 
piety. One tower only efcaped their rage, which 
is faid to have been built as early as the year 800, 
by Charlemagne. It is of an enormous mag- 
nitude, both as to height and circumference. 
Thefe circumftances have, probably, conduced 
inore to its prefer vati on during the fury of war, 
than any veneration for the memory of its found- 
.er, or for the fandity of its inf^itution. 

The reformed religion feeros far on the decline 
in this province, where anciently it had gained 
fp many votaries. The reafon is evident ; — the 
fervours of devotion, warm and animated in the 
.beginning, are nouriihed by pcrfecution, but un- 
happily become languid and extin6t in an age of 
more mild and tolerating principles. Intereft is 
ever prefent, ever intimately felt by mankind. 
The cfiablifhed religion holds out offices and ho- 
nours; Protedantifm is barren : her rewards are 
in another world 5 but they are worth all our * 
temporal fufierings and all our folicitude. 

I continued my jouTuey ixotii^^vci'v&s^'axA^'^^sN 
the£ra night at Pons, a itr\2\\\.o>«^>^^^^:^ 
£taatcd on a mounUiu. li«t \)aR. ^\>s»5$n^^^ 



22i WBAXALL*8 TOUK. 

the centre of the place, is an ancient cadle be- 
longing to the Prince de Marfan, which com- 
inands an extenfive and luxuriant profpe^t of the 
vales of Saintonge and Angoumois, covered with 
vines, and watered by two or three fine rivulets, 
which lofe themfelves, after many windings, in 
the Charente, I entered the province of Guy- 
cnne the next day, and arrived at Blaye, oh the 
northern bank of the Garonne, on Tuefday the 
4th of Oftober. I put my carriage into a boat, 
and came x\p to Bourdeaux by water ; a didance 
of about feven leagues. At Blaye, the river is 
above four miles in breadth, but it diminiflies in- 
fenfibly as it approaches Bourdeaux. Nearly half 
v^ay between the two places, is the mouth of the 
river Dordogne, which, after running through 
the Limolin and Perigord, empties itfelf into the 
Garonne. The profpe6t, at the conflux of thefe 
two dreams, is wonderfully pifturefque. Few 
fpots have more attraftive charms. 

Onr paflage from Blaye was long, and the fun 
was fetting as we turned round a point of land, 
which opened to ns the city of Bourdeaux at the 
diftance of three miles. The effed on the spec- 
tator is exceedingly ftriking. It defcribes the fi- 
gure of a crefcent more than a league in length, 
the buildings of which, near the water fide, are 
all modern, lofty, and very elegant. This view 
is equal to any I have feen. 

The favourable impreffion which Bourdeaux 
cannot fail to make on a ftranger at his firrt arri- 
val, is well confirmed by farther acquaintance 
with it. Pleafure feems to hav^ a* vsva-ny votaries 
Jiert^. as commerce •, Au'Jtwry atv^ \v\$^vn&i^ t^x^s;^ 
Within the fame wa\\s, ai^d Ow^Wxv xV^.t^^'^^^- 
tCD/ive degree. The air oi co>^tv% v. ^n« ^^.v^x 
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ncte, reducing, and voluptuous. Comniercial ci- 
ties are ufually marked by oppolitc manners, and 
the love of gain, powerful in its influence over 
the human heart> generally obfcures and abforbs 
the fofter paffions. Here, however, thefe rules 
are by no means verified. Luxury and diflipation 
' are more openly patronized, and have made a 
more univerfal conqueft, than in half the capitals 
of Europe. It is natural to feek for the reafon 
of this. We ihall find it chiefly in the genius of 
the French nation, and in the fpirit of the go- 
vernment, which rather encourages than repreSes 
luxury among all ranks of people. Superflition, 
the only engine capable of oppofing the torrent, 
has ceafed in France, where the Virgin is held in 
as little eflimation as among us. Divefl mankind 
of the influence which religion, intereft, and de- 
corum have over them, what reflraint can be im- 
pofed on the gratification of their paflions ? 

The aneient city of Bourdeaux, though confi- 
derable in point of fize, was, at the acceifion of 
Louis XIV. ill built, badly paved, dangerous, 
without police, or any of thofe municipal regula- 
tions indifpenfibly requifite to render a city 
fplendid or elegant. It has entirely changed its 
appearance within thefe laft thirty years. The 
public edifices are very noble, and all the fireets 
newly built, are regular and handfome. The 
.quays, along the Garonne, are four miles in length, 
and the river itfelf is confiderably broader than 
the Thames at London bridge. On the oppolitc 
fide, a range of hills, covered with woods, vine- 
yards,, churches, and villas, extends beyond the ^ 
view, 

AlmoU in the ccntte oi iV^ Vom?^ v^^ ^ *^;^' 
equenriBQ flatue, in bxonw» ex^Qic^ \s> ^^^^ 
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king in 1743. This infcription is fo pathetic, fa 
(impie, and fo much addrelTed to the heart, that 
I have retained it in my memory. 

LUDOVICO C^INDECIMOy 

SAFE VICTORI» SEMPER. PACIFICATORI ; 

SUOS OMNES, <^AM LATE REGNUM PATET 

PATERNO PECTORB GERENTI ; 

8U0RUM IN ANIMIS PENITUS HABITANT!. 

The beauty of the river Graronne, and the fer- 
tility of the adjoining country, were probably the 
caufes which induced the Romans to lay the foan- 
dations of this city. The ruins of a very large am- 
phitheatre yet remain, conftruded under the em- 
peror Gallicnus ; it is of brick, as are moft of the 
edifices of that period, when the empire wm 
verging to its fall, and the arts began rapidly to 
decline. 

During the irruptions of the barbarous nations, 
end peculiarly in thofe which the Normans re- 
peatedly made, Bourdeaux was ravaged, burnt, 
and almoft entirely deflroyed. It only began to 
recover again under Henry II. of England^ who, 
having united it to the crown by his marriage 
with Eleanor of Aquitaine, rebuilt it; and made 
it a principal obje6t of his policy, to reftore the 
city again to the luftre from which it had unde* 
fervedly fallen. 

The Black Prince received all Guyenne, GaP 

cony, and many inferior provinces in full fovc- 

rcignty from his father Edward III.; he brought 

his royal captive, John king of France, to this 

city, after the battle of Poitiers in 1356; and 

held his court and reCidence \\*ix^ ^ivvtm^ ^^N^stw 

rears. His exalted charaaev, VvU v\^\rvVtxT\^^\^ 

(prJes of good fortune, his v\aoxves,\v^^^^^^^^ 
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his affability, and his munificence, drew Grangers 
to Bourdeaux from every part of Europe j but all 
this fplendor foon difappeared. He lived to ex- 
perience the ingratitude of thofe he had proted- 
ed 5 and, in the meridian of life, became a prey 
to difeafe," which brought him to an untimely end. 

Bourdeaux prefents few remains of antiquity. 
The cathedral appears to be very old, and has 
fufFered confiderably from the etFeds of time. 
The unfortunate Duke of Guyenne, brother to 
Louis XI. who was poifoned in 1473, lies buried 
before the high altar. The' adjacent country, 
more peculiarly the Pays de Medoc, which pro- 
duces the fineft clarets, is exceedingly pleafantj 
and at this leafon, when the peafants were s\\ 
engaged in the vintage, formed one of the moft 
delicious landfcapes in the world. ^ 

I left Bourdpaux on the 10th of 06tober, and 
taking the road to Agen, along the foiithern 
bank of the Graronne, I crofled that river at Lan- 
gon, a little town pleafantly iituated on its banks > 
and flopped in the evening at La Reole. While 
fupper was getting ready, I took a walk to fee 
the place. The fun had fet, but the Iky wa^ 
without a cloud, and the air perfedly ferene* 
The callle of La Reole overhangs the waters of 
the Garonne, and is refle6ted on its furface; time 
has crumbled many of the battlements into ruin, 
but enough yet remains to fhew its former fplen- 
dor. Catlierine of Medicis refided in it fome 
time, during one of the journeys which flie made 
into the foulhern provinces 5 and Hetiry IV. then 
only king of Navarre, had here an interview 
with her, at yrhich he fell \a \o\^ -vvVJa. <.\sR.V«ft».- 
tifal Mademoifelle tfAjWc, ou^ ^l \>Kt \»ais.^^V 
honour* ^ *. 
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I dined the eDfuing day at AignUloD. Oa 
the hill above the town^ flands the chateau of the 
celebrated duke d'Aguillon, who has lived to ex- 
perience the mod fevere reverfe of fortune j' and ' 
after havin'g been the minifter and the favourite 
of Louis XV. is now fentenced to pals the re* 
mainder of his days^ an exile in his own houfe, 
deprived of power, and unaccompanied even 
with that companion which oftqn attends illufbri* 
ousperfons in difgrace. 

I reached Agen in the afternoon. Xte coun« 
try through which I paifed from Langon, where 
I croifed the Garonne> to the gates of that city» 
is fertile beyond any I have feen in £urope. 
The hills are all covered with vineyards to the 
fummit, and the valleys fcarce require the in- 
duftry of the peafants to produce, in plenty, 
whatever is necelTary for their fubfiftence. The 
climate, at this feafon, is delicious ; and no marks 
of winter appear in any of the produ6tions of na- 
ture. Cherry-trees, figs, acacias, poplars, and 
elms, are in full verdure 5 in many places, where 
they border on the fide of the road, the vines 
have run up, and mixed their clutters among the 
boughs, in a truly beautiful and pidurefque ftyle. 

In the midfi of this charming country, in a 
plain, clofe to the Garonne, fi:ands the city of 
Agen. Behind it, to the north, rifes a very high 
hill, called Le Rocher de la belle Vue. I went 
up to the fummit, on which there is a convent. 
The chapel, and fome of the adjoining cells are 
hollowed out of the rock. It is faid that th^fe 
apartments are yery ancient, and were made 
in.i/)/ centuries ago by hexmm, >n>cvo x^xlvt^^ \^v- 
ther from motives of devouotv ^tv^ ^^^tvx.^. 
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i domois, Agenois, and Armagnacj beneath, lies 

g the city of Agen, and through the meadows 

t which furround it, rolls the Garonne. One of 

I ' the monks (hewed me the apartments of the con- 

• vent 5 and in the recefles of the rock he led me 

to a fpring "which is never dry, and which he af- 

fured me had been opened by miracle, at the in- 

tercelfion of forae holy reclufe in ages pa ft. 

Their little refedory was hung with portraits of 

the fame monaftic heroes, among which was St. 

"William, Duke of Aquitaine ; and at the upper 

end, in golden letters, was written Silentium. 

Agen is a very mean and difagreeable plac6 j 
the houfes are ill built, the ftreets narrow, crook- 
ed, and dirty. I faw only one< building, which 
appeared to me deferving of notice. It is a cha- 
pel belonging to a nunnery of Carmelites, The 
walls are exquifitely painted in Chiaro Ofcuro, 
and the deception of the roof, which is executed 
in the fame manner, is admirable. The high altar 
is magnificent, and adorned with a piece of paint- 
ing, the fubje6t of which is very interefting. It 
is a nuti, finking under the tranfports of holy 
contemplation. Above, defcends a radiant fi- 
gure, with looks of tendernefs and pleafure, fur- 
rounded with the glories of the ikies, too ftrong 
for mortal fight. If it had not been a religious 
edifice, I lliould have fuppofed it to be the ftory 
of Jupiter and Semele, to which it bears the 
moil apt refemblanee. Near the piece is this 
infcription. 

qUiD NON CONATUR AMOR ! 
C0EL08 IN TERRIS ADUMBRAR£ 
CARMELl PlLIiE.T&Y\TK.Tk\iVi1^ 
AN HO SA1.^T1% 
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We are ufed to apprehend the condition of 
a young woman, who has taken the veil, to be 
very miferable. In general it may be fo 3 bat 
there are feme, I doubt not» fapremely happy. 
£nthu(iarm has ample room to exert her powersj 
amid the gloom of the convent, and to raife her 
votary above the poor gratifications of earth. 

** To founds of heavenly harps flie dies away^ 
*« And melts in vifiuns of eternal day." 

Agen has anciently been fortified, and the Go* 
thic battlements and turrets yet remain almoft 
entire round the whole place. Margaret of Va- 
lois, daughter of Henry II. of France, and wife 
to Henry IV. fo renowned for her genius, her 
adventures, and her gallantries, kept her little 
court fome time at this city, during the civil 
wars which defolated France. The Agenois was 
part of that fine domain, which, by the peace of 
Bretigni. in IStiO, was ceded to the crown of 
England, and conftituted part of the territories 
governed by Edward, the Black Prince. It fol- 
io vi'^ the fate of Guyenne under Charles VIL 
who reconquered it, and for ever re -annexed it to 
tlie dominions of France. 

I continued my journey from Agen on Thurf- 
day evening the 8th, and at Layrac I once more 
crolfed the Garonne. The paflage is diflScult, 
and fometiraes dangerous, the river being very 

rapid, and running between high banks. 1 

{topped a few hours at the city of Leytoure. As 
it is fiiuated on a mountain, the fides of which 
are very deep, I left my carriage below, and 
wa Iked up alone. "Rere , itorti v\\^ ^\i>tacd\\.» WcaA 
the 6rR view of the Pyretveea* 2.1 vVt e^^^^x^^ ^\ 
niaety miles 3 their head. YolWti c\^>^^^> ^^^^^^^ 
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vered with eternal fnow. While I flood gazing 
on thcfe flupendous dillant mountains, a gen- 
tleman very politely accofled me, and obferving 
that I was a ftranger, entered into converfatioii 
with me, and oftered his fervices to point out 
any thing worthy of obfervation in the place. 

*' This town," faid he, " was a Roman colo- 
ny, and called by them Le6toura. Many anti- 
quities have been dilcovered here ; and a beau- 
tiful fountain, which fprings from the fide of the? 
hill, near the epifcopal palace, is declared, by im- 
memorial tradition, to have been conifecrated to 
Diana, who had a temple near the fpot. In fuc- 
ceeding ages, Leytoure belonged to the counts of , 
Armagnac, who were great valTals of the crown 
of France, and fovereignsin their own territories. 
The laft of thcfe princes, John V. was put to, 
death in this city. His hiftory was very fingu- 
lar. He began his reign in 14.50. The youngeft 
of his fillers, Ifabella, was a princefs of uncom-* 
mon beauty and accomplifhments ; the count 
conceived an' unhappy paflTion for her, and, un* 
able to reprefs or extinguifti it^ he determined, 
in defiance of every* obftaclc, to make her his 
wife. He married her publicly, but the reigning 
pope, offended at fo inceftuouft an union, de- 
nounced againft him a fentence of excommuni- 
cation ; and Charles VH. king of France, pre- 
pared to enforce it by the inftant feizur^ of his 
dominions. The count, abandoned by his fub- 
je6ts, and incapable of rcfifiance, fled to Fontara- 
bia, carrying with him his beloved fifier. Hav- 
ing, however, at the interceflion of the Count de 
Fojx, obtained his pardou, at\^ \\v^ t^^wcwVnss^ ^*^ 
his poffeffions, he returned to Ve.^Vwv^t^A'^^*^^^'^'^. 
the beautiful and unhappy I'taXieWcv ^^^v^*^^^^ 



232 \v RAX all's tour, 

ihc (llrd in the utmoll oblcnrity. Louis XL 
from the delire of uniting fo ample a fief to the 
crown of Franco^ declared war againft Jobn, 
and in 1-173, an army under the command of 
Peter de Beaujc-u his fon-in-law, was fent into 
Armai;n:ic. Jcihn retired to I^ytoure, in whick 
place lie was invefted. H« capitulated on very 
honourable terms, and on the mofl foleiim aiTur- 
ani-es of beinp; continued in the poiTeflion of bii 
dominions. But while the treaty was on the 
point of being ligned, and the count, confiding 
ing in the honour of the king» remitted his ufa- 
al vigilance, the foldiers br(>ke into the town^ and 
he was himfdf murdered in his own palace. 
J.ouis immediately feizcd ou his pofle(lion8« as 
cfcheated to the crown." 

When the gentleman had concluded this af* 
feding ftory, he conduced me to the brow of 
the mountain, where are ftill the remains of a 
caftle. " In this fortrefs," faid he, *' the noble 
and unfortunate Marefchal de Montniorenci| 
(grandfon to the famous conllable of France of the 
famf» nan^e,) was confined, after the battle of Caf- 
tcln:i!idari, in 10'32. So amiable was his charac« 
tcr, lb general was the attachment borne to liiaQy 
and fo detcftrd was the cardinal dc Richlleu, his 
eni^my, tlin.t the ladies of the place attempted, by 
a lt;-U:ig'. ui, to procure him his liberty. They 
i\r.t liivA, as a prcfent, a large pyc, in which was 
c'^nccMl; (I a filken ladder of ropes. He loft no 
tiin?-. in mdcavonring to avail himfelf of this in- 
Itrumeni for his efcape, and having lixed it, the 
i\\i\ic. (voning, to the window of his apartment, 
he onicnid his va\et to ^cVce.v\^ ivx^,>N\>^\\\\i:\\t 
tu follow him •, but the 1lctv?ixv\, V^x\\\^ v\\\'Iqx\>^- 
nntely millbd his hold, id\, ^u^ X^tuV^ \^^^ ^^^\^ 
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The fentinels, alarmed at his cries, ran to the 
fpot, and intercepted the Marefchal, who waa 
foon after condudled to Touloufe, and pat t^ 
death." 

My polite conduftor quitted me, and I contn 
nued my walk alone. Ley toure occupies a level 
fpace of more than half a mile incircumferencej^ 
on the/fummit of a mountain. The fortifica- 
tions in many parts are yet entire 5 and the litu- 
ation admirably calculated for defence, was pro- 
bably the motive which induced the Romans to 
conftru6t a city there 

I left Ley toure at noon, and arrived the foU 
lowing night at Aufch, the diftance being only 
five-and-twenty miles. This place is the capital 
of Armagnac, and like Leytoure, it lies on the 
fummit and declivity of a very deep hill, which 
is furrounded by other hills that rife at a fraall 
diftance. Through the vale below runs a rivulet, 
called the Gers. The inhabitants of Aufch are 
about fix thoufand -, the buildings are modern 
and elegant ; the ftreels, though in general nar- 
row, yet are clean and well paved. In the centre 
of the city (lands the cathedral, which is one of 
the moft magnificent in France, both as to its 
conftru6tion and the internal decorations. The 
painted windows are only inferior to thofe of 
Gouda in Holland. The chapels are of equal 
beauty, and ornamented at a prodigious expence. 

The income of the fee of Aufch, which is ar- 
chiepifcopal, amounts annually to three hundred 
thoufand livres. The palace eorrefponds with thefe 
ample revenues, and is a very handfome building. 
The apartments are furmihed VuV^lnOvv^^^V^^x^^ 
fplendor, rather becoming a \.ttw^Q?f2X ^^"^"^ ?• 
.Spiritual prince y and m t\ve cYiaso^^t , ^hVw'^^ 
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archbllhop himfclf fleeps, I could not help 
ing^ at a number of holy relics, which he h^ 
poled round a bed, on which Heliogabalus i 
have repofed. The library is very ample 
adorned with fome portraits. Among th 
line he.id of the Cardinal de Polignac, wh< 
archbilliop of Aufch, drew my attention. ' 
is intinite genius marked in the countenan* 
paleface; the contour, oval; an aquiline 
and an eye looking forward into futurity, 
his fcarlet robe hangs the crofs of the 
Ghoft, on his breaft. 

The country through which 1 pafled 1 
fouth of the Garonne, is much more hilly, 
ther mountainous, than that on the norther; 
of the river. It is not, however, Icfs fert 
agreeable. Though I am informed; that 
article of life is more than doubled in i 
within thefe l«i(t ten years, yet this provin 
frill accounted one of the cheapeft in the 
dom. The common wine of Armagnac, 
prefent only five farthings a bottle: hares, 
tridges, and every kind of game, are four 
vart abundance, and proportionably moderat 

Continuing my journey from Aufch, at R 
teins, a little town, I entered the province c 
gorre, and got th? fame evening to Tarbes, v 
is the capital. My intention was to have v 
Barege, fo famous for its medicinal baths ; 
its fituation, in the midil of the Pyrenees, v 
the winter was already begun, and which 
covered at this time with fnow, induced r 
reJinquilh my dcfi^u. I lldyed a day at Ba^ 
(h Bigorre, a place VvaxvNA^ \t^* e^e)w^\^\ 
BarcsG. It is ou\y abowt uv^\n^ mvV^ 
from Tsixhcs, au^ v\ie lu^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ 
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vale, at the end of which, immediately under the 
Pyrenean mountains, iVands the town. It is ge- 
nerally crowded with company during the fura- 
mer. Nothifig can exceed the environs of Bag- 
neres in beauty. Even at this advanced feafon, 
when nature is on her decline, and the leaves be- 
gin to aflume the hue of autumn, the country 
yet retains a thoufand charms. The Pyrenees, 
which rife above the town, arid whofe craggy 
fummits are loft in clouds, form an objeift the 
moft magnificent that fancy can form ; while on 
the other (ide appear fertile valleys, covered with 
vines and interfperfed with hamlets. There are 
many fprings near Bagneres, both warm and cold, 
which iflue out of the mountains, and are of dif- 
ferent virtues. Thofe called Les Bains.de Salut, 
are the principal ; they are about half a mile 
from the town ; and the walk to them, between 
the hills, is equally agreeable and romantic. 

I could not help regretting that the year was 
too far advanced to permit me to pafs fomfe weeks 
^mong the Pyrenees. An admirer of nature 
rouft find ample fubjeft for refledjon, and the 
greatett fources of entertainment amidft the ex- 
traordinary fcencs which prefent ihemfelves in 
this chain of rocks, flretching from the Atlantic 
to the Mediterranean. 

1 left Tarbes on Wednefday the 18th, and got 
to Pau in dx hours, the di (lance about thirty 
miles. The province of Beam begins about a 
league from Tarbes, at theafcent of a very lleep 
and lofty mountain, which divides it from Bi- 
gorre. . The city of Pau will bs for ever memo- 
rable in hiftory, fince it wa* \\\t Vwn^^Jv^r.^ ^\ 
Henry IV. That immoxlaV v^'^^"^^^ ^'^'^ \^^\^>^ 
the caillc, then the uC\xa\ ^el\^c\i':je, qV^V^"^^^ 
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of Navarre. It flands on one of the mofl ro 
tic and lingular fpots that can be imagine 
the weft end of the town, upon the brow 
rock, which terminates perpendicularly. I: 
runs the Gave, a river, or rather a torrent, v 
jifes in the Pyrenees, and empties itfelf int( 
Adour. On the othefr fide, is a ridge of hillj 
vered with vineyards, which produce the fai 
Vin de Jorengon, fo much admired ; and be] 
all, at the diftance of nine leagues, appear 
Pyrenees thcmfelves, covering the horizon 1 
cnft to weft, and bounding the profped. 
cattle, though now in a ftate of decay, is ftill 
bitablej and the apartments are hung wit! 
peftry, faid to be the work of Jane, queen of 
varre, and mother of Henry IV. 

In a chamber, which, by its fize, was form 
a room of ftate, is a fine whole length portrai 
that queen. Her drefs is very fplendid, and 
fembles thofe in which our Elizabeth is ufu 
painted. Her head-drefs is adorned with pea 
round her neck (he wears a ruff; and her ai 
which are likewife covered with pearls, are < 
cealed by her habit, quite down to the w 
The fingers of her right hand play on the ftri 
of a guitar ; and in her left ilie holds an emb 
dered handkerchief. Tiie painter has drawn 
as young J yet not in the firft bloom of yoi 
Her features are regular, her countenance t 
but rather inclining to long j the eyes hazel, 
the eye-brows finely arcl)ed. Her nofe is > 
formed, though large, and her mouth pre 
She was a great princtls, of high fpirit, and 
daunted magnanimity •, but iV\<iYv^^ m^\.V\v>D 
enemies and revilers. 
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In one of the adjoining chambers, is another 
portrait of Henry IV. himfclf, when a boy 3 and 
on the fecond floor is the apartment in which he 
■was born. The particulars of his birth are, ia 
themfdves, fo curious, and as relating to fo great 
and good a prince, that an enumeration of them 
cannot fail to be interefting. His mother, Jane, 
had already loft two fons, the duke de Beaumont, 
and the count de Marie. Henry d*Albret, her 
father, anxious to fee an keir to his dominions, 
enjoined her, (when fhe accompanied her huf- 
band, Anthony of Bourbon, to the wars of Picar- 
dy, againft the Spaniard-j) if (he proved with 
child, to return to Pau, and to lie in there, as he 
would himfelf fuperintend the education of the 
infant, from the moment of its birth. He even 
threatened todilinherit her, if {he failed to com- 
ply with this injundion. The princefs, in obe- 
dience to the king's command, being in the ninth 
month of her pregnancy, quitted Compiegne in 
the end of November, traverfed all France itt 
iifteen days, and arrived at Pau, where {he was 
delivered of a fon on the 13th of December, i553. 
She had always been de{irous to fee her father's 
will, which he kept in a golden boxj and he 
promifed to (hew it to her, provided (he admit- 
ted of his being prefent at her delivery, and 
would, during the pains of labour, (Tng a long ia 
the Bearnois language. Jane had courage enough 
to comply with this Angular requell ; and the 
king being called on the firft news of her illnefs, 
ihe immediately fung a Bearnois fong, beginning, 
" Notre. Dame dn bout du pont, aidez moi en 
cette heure." — As (he &m^e^ '\v "S^^x^v^ ^-^^ 
born. The )iing inftaxkXl^ ^xW\»fc^ Vn& ;^^^ 
#nife> by giving hex tVe Vioi., ^^^oCs^e.x -«^ 
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golden chain, which he tied about her neck ; a 
taking the infant into his own apartment, beg 
by making him fwallow fome drops of wine^ a 
'i rubbing his lips with a root of garlic. 1 

manner of his being brought up was limilar, a 
for a prince, almoft unexampled. He was fc 
to the caftle of Coarace in Beam, where, wil 
out any regard to his quality, he ufed to r 
about with the children of the neighbouring pc 
fants, barefooted and bareheaded, even in the: 
gours of winter. This fevere education inur 
him to fatigue and hardihip, for the exercife 
which he had no little occafion during his f 
ture life, in the long wars with Henr>' III. ai 
the dukeof Mayenne. They ftiil fliew a tort oil 
fliell, which ferved him for a cradle, and is pi 
ferved on that account. 

Several of the ancient fovereigns of Navari 
refided and died in the calVie of Pau. France 
Phcebus, whoafcended the throne in 14/9, di< 
here in 1483. He was only fixteen years of ag 
his mother being regent. The young king, wl 
was very fond of mufic, having taken up a ilut 
had no fooner applied it to his mouth, than 1 
felt himfelf affe^ed with poifon, and that in 
violent a manner, that he expired in two hour 
Catherine de Foix fucceeded her brother Frai 
cois PhcBbus. She married John d'Albret, an 
was the lad real queen of Navarre, little moi 
than an empty title having remained to her fu( 
ccflbrs. She died of grief for the lofs of her dc 
minions, which was chiefly cauled by the inc2 
pacity and cowardice of her hulljand. 

Pau is a handfome cay, v^eW \i\i\\v, ^x^^ tts 
tains near fix thoufaud *u\Vva>av\.^tvVi, \v\s •» ^ 
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dern place, having originated entirejy from the 
caftle, the relidence of the kings of Navarre. 

I purfued my journey to Orthez. The coun- 
try from Pan to this city is moftly level, fiaely 
cultivated, and covered with vines. The pea- 
fants fpeak a jargon unintelligible even to- the 
French., Their drefs, too, differs very much from 
that worn in Guyenne, and in every refped they 
bear a refemblance to the Spaniards. This place 
is a city and bifliopric, but the megneft, I believe, 
in France. The cathedral is a wretched edifice, 
very ancient, built in a barbarous ftyle, and al- 
moll in ruins. I expe6ted to have found in it 
fome monuments of the kings of Navarre, but 
was difappointed. The remains of the caAle of 
Orthez are very noble 5 and its fituation is fine, 
on a hill which commands the town, and a great 
extent of country. The people call it Le Cha- 
teau de la Reine Jeanne, becaufe that queen re- 
fided in it during many years, in preference to 
the calUe of Pau. The princefs Blanche, daugh- 
ter to John, king of Arragon and Navarre, was 
Ihut up, and died here, in 1464. After the death 
of her brother, Ihe became heirefs to the crown 
of Navarre j but her father having delivered her 
into the hands of her younger iider ]lieonora, 
counteis of Foix, ihe conhned thie unhappy 
Blanche in the cattle of Orthez, and af^er an im- 
prifonment of two years, caufed her to be poi* 
foned. 

I continued my journey Sunday morning the 
22d, and arrived at Baypnne in the afternoon. 
Its fituation is one of the mofi agreeable in 
France, at the confilux o{ tvfo iVHtx%» >5qr^v^^ 
and the Admr. The latter la tc^icfe\cS%^a^^^^^T 
MbJe than the Thames at Laa\\i^x\3^i «iA^c^^^^^ 
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is a wooden bridge, which joins Bayonne to a 
fubiirb called Le Fauxbourg du St. Elprit. The 
Nive, which is (mail, and rifes in the Pyrenees, 
pp.ircs through the centre of the city, and refem- 
bl( s one of the canals in Holland. Advantage- 
ous as this fituation appears for commerce, yet the 
trade of Bayonne is not only inconnderable, bat 
yearly diminilhes. The entrance of the Adour is 
Tendered bi^th difficult and hazardous, from the 
lands which have cplle^ed, and which form a bar 
acrofs its mouth. Belides this inconvenience, the 
Heighbonrhood of Bourdeaux!" draws to that city 
moii of thofc articles of trade which were former- 
ly exported from hence. Bayonne is, notwith* 
ftanding its decline and depopulation, a vciy 
agreeable place of refidence, and furnifhes in pro- 
fufion all the reqoilites for human life. Wild 
fowl is in prodigious plenty, and the flavour ex- 
ceedingly dvlicate. The Bay of Bifcay, and the 
river Adour fupply excellent fi(h. The wines, 
which are made in the adjacent country, iniinke- 
ly exceed the miferable claret drank in this part 
of the kingdom, and are fold at eight fous a bot- 
tle. The town is furrounded with woods, which 
render fuel one of the cheapell articles, and the 
climate itielf is delicious 5 though the vicinity of 
the Pyrcn(^an mountains gives an intenfity to the 
cold in wintrr. 

The bnildinujs of the city are in general very 
old. and Ibme ot the ftrccts have porticoes on ei- 
th'-r fid<* ; hut the Phce de Grammont, on the 
bank of the Adour, is adorned with very elegant 
niocU'Tn bouies and public edifices. On an emi- 
iiciice hi the m\dll o^t v.V\e. Vowyv ^aw^-^ vV^ ^■2cC«sfc- 
dral h is a veneraVAe pW, ^tve^» x.o \\i^^^t S.\wa. 

the hylQ ^nd oraameuv. ol xXv^ wv^v^ \i^'^^^^ 
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tnuft have been built as early as the year 1 350. I 
made feveral viiits to it, in hopes of difcovering 
fotne tombs or monuments of antiquity : but 
there is not any thing deferving attention, ex- 
cept the relics of St. Leo, who was put to death 
here in 907, and whofe bones are prefcrved in a 
fplendid fhrine over the high altar. 

Bayonne, though conQdered as a frontier city 
of France, is very ill fortified, the ramparts and 
foifes being equally negleded. On the north 
lide of the Adour, Louis XIV. caufed a citadel to 
be conftru6ted by Vauban, on a hill which com- 
mands the town, and^ wfiich is always garrifoned 
with about a thoufand foldiers. Till the year 
1193, this place, and a confiderable territory- 
round it, was governed by its own vifcounts. The ' 
P^nglifli rendered themfelves mafters of it at that 
time, in the reign of Richard I. and kept poffef- 
lion of it till 1451, when Charles VIFs vi&orious 
arms annexed it to the crown of France. 

The common people are called Bafques, from 
the name of the province in which Bayonne is 
fituated. Their drefs is peculiar to themfelves. 
The women comb up their hair on the crown of 
their heads, and cover it with a fort of cap exad- 
ly refembllng a little turbani which has no inelc-* 
gant effcft. The complexions of both fexes are 
confiderably darker than in Giiyenne; and they 
fpeak a jargon, called the Bafque, which has 
fcarce any affinity either with the French^ Spa- 
nifh, or even the (^afcon dialed. 

Here my journey towards the fouth ends 5 and 
for the fake of the only poft road in this part of 
France, I was obliged to retiree tCi>|,x^>^\R, •^'» ^-^^ 
33 Aufchj in my way to To\i\o\xi^« 
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The country from Bayonne to the paflageovcr 
the river Adour, is heathy, woody, and barren) 
neither well peopled nor cultivated, in compan- 
ion with the greater part of the provinces of 
Beam and Bigorre. I got to Orthez in the even- 
ing. The fun had fet, but after the fineft day 
imaginable, I walked out, and having a curiofi- 
ty to look once more at the ruins of the cafile, I 
afcended the hill on which it Hands, and traverf- 
cd its area. The gloom of night began already 
to fhade the chambers, and fpread an awful me- 
lancholy through the whole edifice. As I pafled 
out of the great gateway into the road on my re- 
turn to the inn, an old peafant met me, and 
with great fimplicity allured me, that it was al- 
ready paft the hour when the inhabitants ventur- 
ed into the caflle, becaufe the apparition of a 
princefs, who had been murdered in it, walked at 
night; and that he himfelf, when young, had 
fecn and heard' things very unufual, and very 
terrifying, in the great tower. This tradition of 
a murdered princefs, is certainly that of the un- 
fortunate Blanche of Navarre ; and was one of 
thofe cataftrophes which naturally gave birth, I 
among the credulous and fnperltitioiis multitude, 
to talcs of fpedres, and their trnin of horrors. 

I dined at Pau, and paHcd fome time in the 
Pare d'Henri quatre. This is a beautiful wood, 
overhanging the Gave, and terminating at a 
point, from whence is an cxtenfive and romantic 
profpeft. As Henry, while he held his court in 
Bcarn, was particularly attached to the beauties 
of this grove, it has tetalued UU name. 

I flayed four Clay^ ^^. nL^\\ie.% ox\ tcv>3 \^\x^\^ 
The town ftaads in VV^ ta^^^ol ^ivc.^M ^^^<^N^^-^ 
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cd plain, but contains very few objeds of enter- 
tainment or indrudion. 

I had occafion to crofs all Armagnac to Tou- 
loufe, where I arrived on the 3d of November. 
This city is very difagreeable and ill-built. It is 
a vafl labyrinth, compofed of ilreetsfo crooked, 
narrow, and winding, that it almoft requires a 
clue to condu6t a flranger through them. There 
are no fquares, or public places, adorned with 
elegant buildings, as at Nantes or Bourdeaux^ 
though it equals this laft city in fize. 

The cathedral is by no means a fplendid fpeci- 
men of archite6ture. It was ereded by Raymond 
VI. about the year 1200. Languedoc was go- 
verned during feveral centuries by its own counts. 
Jane, the daughter and heirefs of Raymond VII. 
was married to Alfonfo, brother of St. Louis j 
and by the deaths of that prince and princefs 
without iflue, who expired within a few days of 
each other at Savona in Italy, the county of 
Touloufe was united to the crown of France in 
1271. 

The tomb of Pibrac, whofe name is {o often 
mentioned under the reign of Henry III. is in 
the church of the grands Auguflins. This grave 
magiftrate fell violently in love with the fecond 
Margaret of Valois, queen of Navarre, and wife 
of Henry TV. and facrificed, as hiftory declares, 
at the treaty of Nerac, his public duties to his at- 
tachment for that princefs. There are fome cu- 
rious anecdotes of Margaret -, but as they relate 
principally to her intrigues, they are not wortfx 
repeating. 

TouJoufe has fome in\and comtcvRacfcV^ xsssasijk 
of the famous canal cut lo *^o\tv \>ckfc \n«^ ^^«\' 
which opens into the Garonne \nx^ 2X>^s^ ^^ ^ 
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ty, and conveys all the articles of trade from 
Cette to Bourdeauxj acrofs the provinces of Lan- 
guedoc and Guyenne. This communication is, 
however, of little advantage to the place, which 
owes its chief gaiety to the parliament, and to 
the provincial nobility, who make this their win- 
ter relldence. 

I quitted Touloufc on Thorfday the pth of 
November, and llept at Calielnandari, which is 
near forty miles diAant; it is a tolerable towo, 
and fituated on the Royal Canal, made by Louis 
Xiy. to join the Mediterranean and Atlantic feas. 
The Saracens, who conquered this part of France 
during the decay of the Roman empire, are faid to 
have been its founders. In a valley about half a 
mile from the place, is the fpot where the unfortu- 
nate Duke of Montmorenci, covered with wounds, 
and thrown from his horfe, was taken prifoner, 
in 1632. I lamented as I Hood over it, the fate 
of fo heroic and fo amiable a prince. He was 
the Ruffel of France, who fell a facrifice to the 
ikern and unrelenting policy of the Cardinal dc 
Eichlieu. 

It is about five-and-twenty miles from CafteU 
naudari to Carcaffone, where 1 iiaid the remain- 
der of the enfuing day. Caicaflbnc confifts of 
two diftina cities, feparatcd by the Jitile river 
Aude. The mod ancient of th<:{V:, called La 
Haute Ville, flands on the fumTiir of a hill j the 
lower town, which is in the plain, is tb^ largeft, 
and both are furrounded with Gothic walls, bat- 
tlements, and turrets, which are in the moll per- 
ft6t prefervation. TVvU ^Utei \i^^T^ ^ couridcrabie 
ihnre in that d\ffeT^cc^M\ cxw^jA^. vxv\^xv-^w 

thirteenth century, atv^ v^^^^^ ^ 
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cnofl aftoDiihing indances of fuperftition and of 
atrocious barbarity to be found in the annals of 
the world *. 

When the royal power was nearly annihilated, 
during the reigns of the laft kings of the Carlo- 
vingian race in France, moll of the cities of Lan- 
guedoc ere8:ed themfelves into little independent 
Sates, governed by their own princes. Carcaf- 
fonne was then under the dominion of vifcounts. 
At the time when Pope Innocent III. patronifed 
and commanded the profecution of hodilities 
againft the Albigenfes for the crime of herefyj 
Raymond, the reigning vilcount, was includ- 
ed in that profcription. Simon de Montfort, 
general of the army of the church, invefted 
the city of Carcaflbnne in 1209. The inhabit- 
ants, terrified at the fate of feveral other places 
where the moft dreadful maflacres had been com- 
mitted, demanded leave to capitulate ; but this 
a6t of mercy was only extended to them under a 
condition, equally cruel and unparalleled. The 
people found in the place, were all obliged, with- 
out diilindion of rank or fex, to evacuate it in a 
flate of nudity J and Agnes, the vifcountcfs, was 
not exempted, though young and beautiful, froa\ . 
this ignominious and ihocking puniihment. 

I continued my journey on the 11th to Nar- 
bonne 5 the country from Touloufe to the gates 
of that city is far from being inviting ; it is a vaft 
• plain, open, naked, and in many parts barren, 
where fcarce a tree is to be feen except olives; 
and even thofe arc neither large nor numerous. 
On one hand appear the Pyrenees at a confider- 
9b]e diftance 3 and oa iViii oxLw , \.Vk& ^Vcikcw ^^ 

• See AUix'B CHmtcYiw ol ^\ft^xa»ivx^ 
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rocks, called the Black Monntnins, which divide 
Languedoc from the province of Rouergue. The 
population is very thin, and the appearance of 
the country bleak and inhofpitabie. I went 
about a league out of the road .near Carcaflbnne, 
to a little town called Trebe, where the Royal 
Canal paifes over the river Aude, and arrived at 
Narbonne in the afternoon. 

This city retains fcarcely any marks of its an- 
cient grandeur. Narbonne, which pretends to 
the mod remote antiquity under the Celtic kings, 
in ages anterior even to the Roman conquefis; 
which under thefe latter matters, gave its name 
to all the Gallia Narbonenlis, and was a colony of 
the firft confideratiun, is now dwindled to a • 
wretched, folitary town, containing fcarcely 
eight thoufand inhnbitants, of whom three fourths 
are priclls and women. Tl.e ftreets and buildings 
are mean and ruinous *, it hris indeed, a commu- 
nication with the Mediterranean, from which 
Narbonne is only about three leagues dirtant, by 
means of a fmall river which interiedts the place j 
but its commerce is very limilcd, and chiefly con- 
fifts in grain. No vediges of Roman maj^nifi- 
cence remain, except feme infcriptions in differ- 
ent parts of the city ; and if the churches did not 
keep employed fome hundred eccieiiaftics, who 
are occupied in chanting requiems and vefpers, it 
would probably ceafe in a few years to have any 
exigence whatever. 

The fee of Narbonne, which is archiepifcopal, 

is faid to have been founded by Charlennagnc, 

but the prefent cathedral is far more modern, 

though only the cUou of w xtircvi\t\s, viVx^'^^^, 

built in the fineft l\y\e i^i K\i^ OovVmi '^^x^c:^'?.. \.^ 

tlie centre of the chuTc\^> bete^ v\i^>c.^'^\vAv^^ .n 
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the tomb of Philip the Bold, king of France, fon 
of St. Louis. It is compofcd of white marble, 
and the king is reprel'ented lying at full length. 
His face is that of a man in the prime of life,.the 
features regular and pleaiing ; he has a beard ou 
the upper lip and chin, and his hair fails in great 
quantity on his neck. In his right hand is the 
Dalmatique, refembling a pailoral Aaff ; gnd in 
the left he holds a fceptrc. He has a crown on 
his head, fupported by a cuihion, and his feet reft 
on a lion. Behind, in the old black letter, is 
this infcription. 

f « Sepul^ura bonae Memorij^ 

« Philippi, 
•< quondam Franc orum Regis, 

<< Filii be'ti i.uduvici, 

<* qui Peip'gnani c.ilida Febrc 

*« ab hac iiuce migrjvit, 

** 3 Non: 06Vobm, 

♦< Anno Dei 1^85.*' 

The diftancc from Narbpnne to Beziers is twen* 
ty miles. The mountain of Malpas, which was 
cut through, to admit the paflage of the Royal 
Canal, lies only a mile out of the road. It was 
impoffible to pafs fo extraordinary and celebrated 
a work without vifiting it. The effed produced 
by it on the fpedlator is very ftriking and fublime, 
I defcended by a large flight of fleps into the ex- 
cavation, and walked through the mountain along 
the iide of the canal. The length of it is exadly 
two hundred and ten paceg, or more than fix 
hundred feet; and the perpendicular height, from 
the water to the furface of the incumbent moun- 
tain, is two hundred and two ieeV, K '5^^'*\.\'*x\. 
of the arch has been vauU^ al ?k. v^ ^^^^^'^'^ ^V 
p^^ncc, from the cUead of vis feVCwv^^'va ^^^ ^^ 



cle to complying the jundion of the V 
and its exec: lion has immortalized the 
Uiquet, whom Lcuis XIV. employed in 
terprifc *. 

Bezicrs is an opulent and coiifiderab 
containing above twenty thoufand inbs 
and is fituatod in a delicious country, 
pies all thr. l:des of a vcr)* fteep and lofty 
the highelt point of which is built the ca 
At the bottom runs the river Orbe. The ] 
is extenlivc and beautiful, bounded to tl 
by mountains, and terminated on the 1 
the Mediterranean. It is efteemed one 
nioft plentiful and eligible places of refic 
the kingdom j all the neceffaries and eh 
of life being procured here at the mod n 
prices. 

Beziers is faid to have been a Roman 
and was ufcd by them as a place of armj 
fiege, which happened during the crufade 
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^niard, who is better known in ccclcfiaftical 
ory under the name of St. Dominic^ exhorted 
4roops to behave with courage in this pioui 
:erpriie, and promifed them remiltion from 
1 their pall offences. After a long and ob« 
^^ - natc ftrugglc, Beziers was entered by the vic- 
^Sirious foldiery, who niallacred, in cold blood, 
I^^ ■ jLty thoufnnd of the wretched inhabitants, with- 
^ iJbt di Hindi on of fex, rank, or age, and af- 
Srwards reduced the city to afhes. I leave the 
eader to make the natural refledions on this 
lorrid catadrophe. I do not permit myfelf to 
omment on fuch an affair, to which there are 
>ut too many (imilar in the hidory of the Romiili 
:hurch. That religion has doubtlefs ever been 
unfavourable and unpropiiious to the happine& 
- ^f the human race, which nourilhes in its eiience 
the feeds of theological controvcrfy, and meta- 
physeal fubtilties ; difputes which, however 
contemptible in themfelves, necelTarily produce 
that fpirit of in toleration and perfecution, which 
uniform experience proves to be the certain con- 
fequence in modem ages, of a difference in opi- 
nion on facred fubjeds. Happy the Romans and 
the Greeks, who edablifhed no crufades to con** 
irert the provinces which they fubdocdl who 
maifacred no people for their adherence to the 
fupcrftition of their anceftors, who kntyr no 
points of fcholadic or polemical divinity ; but 
ivho, with open arms, received the gods of the 
conquered nations, and admitted His and the 
dog Anubis to a place in the temple of Jupiter 
Capitolinus * ! 

♦ While we admire the VibctiV mvA civVx^x^t*^-^^^^^*^, 
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The cathedral of Beziers contains nothing re* 
markable, except the tomb of the Princcfi 
Blanche x)f France. Philip of Valois her father, 
at the age of fifty- fix, fell in love with Blanche 
d'Kvreiix, the mod beautiful princefs in Europe. 
She was only fifteen years old 3 but this difpro- 
portion in their ages did not prevent the nuptials. 
The king enjoyed his bride a very ihort timej 
and died the enfuing year, of the fame difeafc 
which proved fatal to Louis XII. king of France, 
and to Don John, fon to Ferdinand and Ifabel of 
Spain. The queen was left pregnant^ and brought 
into the world fome months afterwards the Prin- 
cefs Bhnche, who, when (he had attained her 
twentieth year, was betrothed to the Count of 
Barcelona, but died at^thiscity on her journey in- 
to Catalonia. 

Purfuing my route, I reached Montpelier, a 
delightful place of refidence. I ftaid there four 
days, and left it with exceffive regret. The town 
itlclf is by no means beautiful, the flreets being 
fllmoll all narrow, winding, and ill-planned ; but 
Nature fcems lo have chofen the hill on which 
it (lands, tor enrich with herchoiceft favours. The 
afcent is caly and gradual on every fide 5 and the 
fumniit has been ornamented at a vaft expence, 
. in a manner where talle and magnificence are 
equally blended. 

The profpt'd from this happy fpot I cannot de- 
fcribe, though I lludied it frequently with an cn- 
thufiafiic pit nlure. The vales of Languedoc, co- 
vered with olives, or laid out in vineyards, arc 
finely con trailed wiih rude rocks to the north, 

ryJ/jjf them To Car. Bctweet\v.o\eTA\\x\^»,:!ix<i\\>^\otvNit ^ci tv^*.\«.- 

licvc, and giving It tbt Uua\oiv o^ ;.?u\»^:v^i^mwvx,^^v^^ ^x'^l^x^^^ 

is cxCieme. « 
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and meU away into the fea to the fouth. Though 
winter had almoft ftripp^d the trees of their ver- 
dure, there is nothing melancholy or defert which 
prefents itfelf to the eye. A Iky ferene and un- 
clouded, an invigorating fun, a keen and whole - 
fome air fpread a gaiety over November itfelf, 
which here is neither accompanied with fogs nor 
rain. Montpelier has, notwithftanding, loft, 
within thefe laft thirty yeJars, that reputation for 
falubrity which conduces more to the fupport of 
a place, than any a6tual advantages it may pof- 
fefs; and the number of ftrangers, who vifit it 
from motives of health, diminiihes annually. 
Some trade is ftill carried . on from thence by a 
fmall river called the Les, which empties itfelf 
into the fea at the diftance of a league ; but the 
Mediterranean has been retiring thefe three cen- 
turies from the whole coaft of Languedoc and 
Provence. Frejus, where the emperor Augulius 
laid up his gallies after the battle of Aftium, is 
now become an inland city. 

The country from Montpelier io Nifmes, is 
like a garden, level, and every where cultivated. 
The peafants were juft beginning to gather the 
olives, which were very numerous ; and the trees 
are planted with the fame regularity as our or- 
chards in England. I cannot but envy the inha- 
bitants this genial climate and thefe fertile plains, 
and am ready to accufe Nature of partiality in 
the infinite difterence which (he has placed be- 
tween the peafant of Languedoc and of Sweden. 
In vain (hall I be told that the Amor Patriae, the 
attachment we naturally bear to that countrY 
. where we were born, rendetR iVvevw ec^^iJX'^ Va^v 
py, and ext/ngui flies aU olV\eT ^\^\v\^\Qiv^^- \ 
kaow the force of this nfmciiAe v \ fe^ ^^^ ?^ 
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tivatc it with the greateft ardour, but it cannot 
blind me to the infiaite fuperiority with which 
certain climates are endowed, above others. 

I paired three days at Niimes in the furvey of 
thole roagniticent and beautiful remains of Ro- 
man great ncfs which yet exift there. They have 
been defcribed a thoufand times, and it is not my 
intention to fatigue the reader with a repetition ot 
them. The amphitheatre, and the maifon quar- 
ree, are known throughout every kingdom of 
Europe. The firft of thefe imprefles the beholder 
with the deeped veneration 3 the latter excites the 
mod elegant and refined delight. lodignatioo 
a{;aind the barbarians^ who could violate and de- 
face thefe glorious monuments of antiquity, will 
mix with the fenfations of every fpedtator. One 
can fcarce believe that Charles Martel, from his 
hatred to the Roman name, had the favage fury 
to fill the corridores of the amphitheatre with 
wr)od, to which he fet fire with an intent to in- j 
jure ; though it furpafled his malice to demolifh 
10 vaft an rdifice. Yet, notwithftanding thefe at- 
tempts of (he barbarous nations, notwithdanding 
the lapfe of to many ages, and the effefts of time, 
its appearance at prefent is the mod augud and 
mnjcrtic which can be prefenled to the mind, or 
to the i'tnifts. The prodigious circumference of 
the amphithfatre, the folidity and drength of it» 
conflru6tion, the awful majefty of fo vad a pile, 
half perfe6l, half in ruin, imprefs one with a tu- 
mult of fcntiments which it is difficult to convey 
by any defcription. The maifon quarrce, is in 
ihf^ mod complete prefevvation, and appears to me 
to br the mod peTfe6.^\ece oi ^xc\2:\vt^>^\^ \xv\Va 
Morld , The order \s vVve CoVwwVv^t.^ ^mv^^ r^ <^^ 
beauties, of that eks^ivV i^^\^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^"^^^^ 



ed in its conArudion. This fuperb temple is now 
converted into a chapel dedicated to the Virgin, 
ornamented with gilding, and other holy finery, 
fuitable to fuch an alteration. 

At a quarter of a mile from the city of Nifmes 
is another temple, much decayed, which imme- 
morial tradition has confecrated to Diana ; but 
which, by antiquaries, is generally fuppofed to 
have been facred to the Dii infernales, as it 19 
evident that no light was admitted into it. In 
the in fide, are numbers of mutilated ilatues, 
marbles, capitals, and infcriptions, which have 
been found there from time to time. Clofe to it 
rift;s a very copious fountain, which may vie with 
that of Vauclufe in beauty, though not in fame. 
As the channel through which it flows had be- 
come obtruded in a feries of ages by fand and 
gravel, the inhabitants of Nifmes undertook 
fome years ago to cleanfe and reftore its courfe. 
In the progrcfs of this work they difcovercd a 
number of Roman coins, rings, and other anti- 
quities, feveral of which are equally rare, and 
well preferved. On the fummit of the rock from 
whence the fountain iflues, Aands a building, 
inconteftibly Roman, and vulgarly called La Tour 
magne. Its expofed (ituation has conduced to 
hafien its decays but at what time it was buiU^ 
or for what purpofes it fervcd, arc now totally 
unknown. 

Nifmes is an ill-built place, containing in it- 
felf nothing extraordinary or remarkable. Nu- 
merous fables are related concerning its origin, 
which is carried into times anterior by many cen^ 
iaries to the Roman conf\ue^%*, Wi^ \l v^^'^S^^ 
dbcs not occupy pt ptcfent \\i^ iovxtv\x "^^w. c/L<^^ 
ground on which it foTcnei\Y fiyi)^* ^ 



254 wraxall's touH, 

Leaving Nifmes, I proceeded to Tarafcon. The ' 
di(lance is only twenty miles; but the wind 
blew fuch a hurricane, as I Icarcely every remem* 
ber. The paflage acrofs the Rhone at Tarafcon, 
which divides Provence from Languedoc^ is over 
a bridge of boats ; and I own I pafled it with fome 
apprehenfions, in fiich a date of the weather. 

The view of the Rhone here is very pidurefque. 
On one fide in Languedoc, Hands Beaucaire, a 
confiderablc town, with a ruined caftle overhang- 
ing a rock; on this fide is (ituated Taralcon, 
with a correfpondent caflle, far more confider- 
ablc, and washed by the waves. The river here 
is much broader than the Thames at London. 

I Scarcely ever remember, even in our north- 
ern climate, a colder day than that on which I 
continued my journey from' Tarafcon to Mar- 
feillcs. Winter feemed to have taken poflefiioa 
of the face of nature, before its time. At St. 
Remi, a little town only four leagues from Taraf- 
con, I turned about a mile out of the road, to fee 
the remains of the monuments ere6ted by the 
Conful Marius, as trophies of his viftory over 
the Cirabri and Tcutones. Though fo many 
ages have elapfed fince their conftru^on, they 
yet forcibly rexial the id('a of Rf»iuan grandeur. 

It was night when T arrived at Aix, where I 
llaid three days. Tac. city has that air of filence 
and gloom fo commonly chara6teriftic of places 
deftitute of commerce or induftry. The warm 
fprings, from which it is now known and fre- 
quented, induced Sextios Calvinus to found a 
^oman colony ihete, \.o ^\i\(iVi K^ 5give the name 
of Aquae Sext\a. TYvey \MtT^^>a.^v'^^^^,\xOc5?j;5^^ 
with reafon, to poffefe v^tWcxA^t MVc\.^f»\Tijt'^^« 
of debility : aad fcv^i^V a\w* Wn^X^^^v ^x.^^ 
X 
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facred to Priapus, theaDfcriptions on which indi- 
cate their gratitude to that deity, for his fuppof- 
cd fuccour and aflldance. I faw nothing in the 
cathedral deferving attention, except the tonab of 
Charles of Anjou, laft of the great Angevin line, 
kings of Naples, and counts of Provence. 

The diftance from Aix to Marfeilles is onljr 
twenty mil^. There is, notwithftanding, a con^ 
iiderable difference in the climate of Marfeilles, 
which is milder in winter, and cooler during the 
heats of funimer, from its vicinity to the Medi- 
terranean. Nature feems to have defigned this 
place for commerce. The entrance of the har- 
bour, which is extremely narrow and furrounded 
by lofty mountains, prote6b and ihelters veifels, 
during the moft violent ftorms. The port itfelf 
forms a delightful walk at this feafon of the year, 
as it is open to the fouthern fun, and crowded 
with vaft numbers of people j not only of all the 
European nations, but of Turks, Greeks, and na- 
tives of the coaft of Barbary. The whole fccne 
is one of the moft agreeable that can be imagin- 
#ed, if the chains of the galley Haves, heard among 
the din of bufinefs, did not tindure it with the 
hateful idea of flavery. The galleys themfelvcs, 
ufelefs and negleded, rot peaceably in their re- 
fpcdive ftations ; having long ceafed to be of any 
utility to the ftate. 

I was forcibly ftruck with the wide difference 
between the genius of the Provencaux, and that 
generally attributed to the French. The common 
people here have a brutality and rudenefs of 
jnanners more charaderiftic of a republican, than 
cfa monflrchica\.at^ abfe\vx\fc%a^«tx>K«i^xvV.J'^^^^^^ 
UngQage, io famous lu ^t\c:\«v^.\^x£fi»sw^^>^'^^^^* 
rupt JialigQ, .more mie\\\»VAa v^^ ^>-^^^ 
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than to a Parifian. The women are lively, beau- 
tiful, and conftituttonally dirpofed to gallantry* 
A fire, an extreme vivacity unkaown to the 
northern nations of Europe, and which refults 
from a pure air, a genial fun, and (kles for ever 
blue, is ftrongly difcernible in their eyes, their 
converfation, the peculiar dances and oiufic of 
-the country $ in all which a warm and impaHion- 
ed animation forms the predominant quality. I 
am afraid to exprefs how many charms there ap- I 
pear to me in this gaiety of chara6ter and difpo- 
liLion, left it Ibould be fuppofed I mean tp con- 
traft it with the formality of our own country, 
where we feldom allow the heart to ad, uninflu- 
enced by the judgment. 

Marfeilles pretends to the moft remote antiqui- 
ty ; a colony of Phocians, in ages unknown, hav- 
ing given it birth. The old city is one of the moft 
ill built of any in Europe, and infupportably fil- 
thy. The modern Marfeilles has fprung up (incc 
the commencement of the eighteenth century, 
and has all that regularity, elegance, and conve- 
jiience, which diftiiiguifti the prefent times. I 
am inclined to confider it as one of the moft eli- 
gible places of winter refidence in the world; 
and far fuperior, where health is not an objedt of 
attention, to Nice or Montpelier. The furround- 
ing country is rocky and barren ; but covered for 
feveral miles on all (ides, with villas and ftunmer 
houfes, the fruits of fuccefsful commerce. 

Having relinquiflied the intention I once had 
of vifitixjg Corlica and Sardinia, chiefly on ac- 
count of the few ob^e€ts of entertainment or in- 
formation which ihote \^3lx\^* o^et Va n\i^ \s5\xA\ 
I determined to remaiw \a Wv^ c^-a^xTs^voi^T^va^ 
till the eafuing f puu^. ^x^^ ^ X^^ox^ ^^^^^ 



WRAXALL's TOUR. 257 

tiie inland provinces of this kingdom, to England. 
Accordingly I became in a manner domellicated 
here, during a period of about four mpnths. 

At laft 1 quitted Marleilles on the 6th of 
April \^^^y and arrived at Avignon the evening 
of the enfuing day. it was impollible for me 
not to dedicate fome time to the view of a city 
fo renowned in paft ages, the feat of the fove- 
Tcign pontiffs during more than half a century, 
the refidence of Petrarch, and the birth-place of 
lianra. I compared Avignon, as it now exifls» 
•"^Krith the pidure which Petrarch has drawn of it 
in his writings, and attempted to afcertain the 
'fitnation of his miftrels's abode, which is yet 
pointed out by tradition in one of the fuburbs. 
1 vifited the church of the Cordeliers, where reft 
her remains. In a little dark chapel on the 
'nght hand, now difufed for religious ceremonies, 
^amp, cold, and rinwholefome, beneath the arch 
vhich forms the entrance, and under a plain 
fione* lies that Laura, who was once fo beauti- 
ful, and who is rendered immortal in her lover's 
'fhrains. Round the ftonc are fome ancient Go- 
thic charafters covered with earth, and rendered 
illegible by time. Francis I. the moft accom- 
pli ftied prince who ever reigned in France, and 
-who eminently poffefled the enthufiafm which 
ttfually diftingui flies and charafterizes genius, 
can fed the tomb of Laura to be opened in his 
own prefencc. A wi(h to pervade the obfcurity 
in which Petrarch has affefted to involve the 
name of his mitkefs, and the hiftory of his own 
unhappy paffion j added to a dedre o€ «X!Cftx<a\.^« 
ing by fome inconle&vYAe v't^^ >i>Ci^\i«Rv^-'^-^ 
»/ Laura, were the motives naVvcV vcv^^«^^^^ 
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the dead. Some fmall hainan bones^ fuppofed 
to be hers, and a leaden box which coatained 
a fcroU of Italian verfes, obfcurely alluding to 
Petrarch's attachment to her, were all which re- 
paid the monarches curiofity. Laura, it is known, 
died of the plague which defolated the greater 
part of Europe in 1347, a"^ ^^^^ following year, 
and of which Boccace has drawn the moil ani- 
mated and dreadful pidure which caa be held 
up to human contemplation. 

It feems impoffible to recognife the iituation 
or the adjacent country of Avignon as they ap- 
pear at prefent^ under the melancholy colours with 
which Petrarch has pourtrayed them. The fertile 
plain of the Comtat VenaiJfin in which the city 
Handstand the rich banks of the Rhone, are de- 
fcribed by him as a frightful defert, through which 
pours a river, fwept by continual winds and tem* 
pefts. Ovid has given us the fame horrible idea 
of the coaft of the Black Sea, a climate incon- 
teftibly one of the iineft of the earth, and bleiied 
with an alnoft perpetual fpring. The gloomy 
medium through which the two poets regarded 
Mvery obied, explains this extraordinary defcrip- 
tion. For me, who viewed it impartially, and 
without prejudice, I confefs I was charmed with 
the (ituation. The profpeft, from the fummit 
of the rock, in the centre of the city, is of uncom- 
mon beauty. 

The Rhone itfelf, is a noble objed, rolling ra- 
pidly through meadows covered with olive trees, 
and divided into two confidcrable channels oppo- 
fite to Avignon. AcroCa \t, e^teud the ruinous 
and decayed arches ot a W\d^e;» vi\\\Ocl >«^^ ^^- 
moIiOiedin 1699, ^7 ^^^ ^^ v\i^ vvvv^y^e^'^cCv^^^ 
Qoiamon to the Uaoxj^. ^^ ^^^ v,v^ * » ^ 
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kfs than a quarter of a mile in length ; but being 
fo narrow as not to permit two carriages to pafs, , 
in any part, it had previoufly become almoft ufe- 
Jefsj and motives of policy prevent the conftruc-* 
tion of a new bridge, while Avignon belongs to 
the papal fee. — On the farther fide of the Rhone, 
in Languedoc, ftands Ville Neuve, a confidera- 
ble town, with a magnificent mopaftery of Be- 
nedidines, feated on a rock, correfpondent to 
that on which is built the cathedral of Avignon. 
The high mountain of Ventoux, in the province 
of Dauphine, covered with fnow, and which PC"» 
trarch has tiefcribed, appears to the north ; and 
the favage rocks of Vauclufe bound the view to 
the eaftw^rd, at the diftance of fifteen miles. 
Beneath fpreads an extenfive cultivated vale, wa? 
tered by feveral rivulets, which lofe themfelves 
in the Rhone. 

The city of Avignon itfelf is in general ill 
bnilt, irregular, and devoid of beauty ; but the 
Gothic walls and ramparts with which it has 
been furrounded by different pontiflfk, are well 
prefer ved, and are obje6ts of high curiofity. Se- 
veral popes and antipopes, who, during their 
lives, Aiook the Romifh church with violence and 
mutual altercation, repofe quietly near each 
other, in the various monafteries of the place 5 
and in that of the Cordeliers, almofl oppofite to 
Laura's, is the tomb of the brave Grillon, fo well 
known for his invincible courage, as Well as for his 
unlhaken attachment to his fovereign, Henry IV. 

The fountain of Vauclufe, immortalized by 
Petrarch, and to which he fo often retired to in- 
dulge his grief and Vvo^eVe.^^ \oNt,^ vi^ ^\^^ *^^ 
leagues diftant from A.v\%noxv, ^t^^^^^'^t "^^"^l 
moa Jivelv firrccn ikiit vU^^it^. ^X^qn^hiVv^^ 
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abrupt and lofty rocks, that Teem defigned to (fe- 
ci udc it from human view. The valley grada- 
ally narrows toward the extremity, and winding 
continually, defcribes the figure of a horfe-fhoc 
The view is at length terminated by an enormoiu 
mafs of rock, forming a barrier acrofs it, of a 
prodigious height, and abfolutely perpendica- 
lar. Through its vaft recefles run the ftreams 
which fupply the fountain of Vauclufe ; and at 
its foot appears a bafon of water, feveral hundred 
feet in circumference, (Iretched like an expanfe, 
filent and tranquil. The fides are very fteep, and 
it is faid that in the middle no bottom can be 
.difcovered; though attempts have been often 
made for that purpofe. Though the fountain is 
clearer in ilfeif than cryftal, yet the incumbent 
rock cafts a continual (hade, approaching to 
black, over its furface. The water efcaping 
from this ftate of inadion by a narrow pallage, 
is immediately precipitated, in a cafcade, down 
a rocky channel, where it foams over a number 
of vatt, detached ftones, which intercept and im- 
pede its progrefs. The rocks themfelves, which 
furronnd and invefl: this romantic fpot, are worn 
by time and the inclemency of the weather, into 
a thoufand extraordinary and faiitaftic forms. On 
one of the pointed extremities, and in a (ituation 
"which appears almoft inacceffible, are feen the 
remains of an ancient caftle, projecting over the 
water. The peafants call it II caftello di Petrar- 
ca, and add, with great fimplicity, that Laura 
lived upon the oppofite fide of the river, under the 
bed of which was a tv^AiVexx^iNxe'a.^ "^^^"^^iii hj 
which the two lovers \\^Me^^ e.^e\v c>n>5\^x. "^^« 
thing is, however, more ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
are the ruins of tVve cVvaU^>^ >.O.otv^-^ v-^^ 
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lords of Avignon ; and that the biihop of Cavail- 
)on refided in it during the frequent viiits which 
he ufed to make to Petrarch— The poet's dwell- 
ing was much lower down, and nearer to the 
bank of the Sorgue, as evidently appears from 
his minute dcfcription of it. No remains of it, 
Jhowever, are now to be difcerned. 

I feated myfelf on the edge of the bafon, to 
coniidcr the icene, and the romantic affemblagp 
of objeds, which prefented themfelves on every 
iide. I looked with a mixed fenfation of plea- 
fure and of pain, upon the valley and the foun- 
tain which had been fo often witnefles to Pe- 
. trarch*s complaints, and hopelefs padion. I at- 
tempted to difcern the cavern, which, during the 
fummer, when the waters of Vauclufe are low, 
opens into the recefles of the rock, and where he 
nfed, alone, in the dead of night, to indulge his 
defpair. While I was- loft in thefe refledions, 
the day darkened, and a fudden ftorm of rain, 
from which I was completely iheltered by the in- 
cumbent mountain, ifluing from a colleftion of 
black clouds, fpread through the whole landfcape 
a majeflic and awful fublimity. 

Before 1 took my leave of this fequeftered fpot, 
the peafant, who had attended me tp the foun- 
^ tain, conduced me to a houfe fituated in the val- 
ley, where are ftill preferved two portraits of the 
Jo vers who have rendered Vauclufe immortal. 
My chief attention was direfted to that of Laura. 
She appears to be in the earlieft bloom of youth, 
iuch as fhe is defcribed by Petrarch, on that 
niorning when he firft beheld her. An air of 
playful gaiety feems dvftu^t^ o\^x \srx ^cjNb.vvV^- 
fiance. Her eyes are\aT«i atv^ oi. ^ ^^^e^VTOKS.^ 
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her face a perfe6l oval. Her hair, the coloarof 
which approaches lo yellow, is confined by a fil- 
let, br.sided and adorned with pearls; over her 
neck is a thin veil of gauze; her robe is of « 
pale red, and her arms arc covered with a fort of 
glove, which defcends half way down the hands. 
In one of them (lie holds an amaranth, the em- 
blem of immortality. — Petrarch is painted as in 
middle life, of a:i engaging figure^ and his brows 
bound with laurel. 

I returned to Avignon in the evening, and 
quitted it on the morning of the enfuing day. 
At Orange, where I breakfal^ed, it was impolfi- 
ble not to dedicate an hour to the reniains of the 
Roman theatre, and the triumphal arch of Mari- 
us; edifices the moft auguft and magnificent, 
though injured by the lapfeof near two thoufand 
'years. I continued my journey to Lyons, along 
the eaflern bank of the Rhone. As I advanc« 
ed north, the weather became more fliarp and 
piercing; while the bize blew with redoubled 
keennefs, and chilled the fpring which was 
juft opening. I arrived at Lyons after three 
days journey. My road from thence to Cler- 
mont, lay through the provinces of Beaujolois 
and Forez, the firft of which, though hilly, is 
finely cultivated. Between Lyons and Roanne I 
pafled over the high mountain of Tarare. From 
its fummit is a prodigious profpedt, bounded to- 
wards Savoy only by the Alps, which form a vaft 
barrier, covered with eternal fnow. At Roanne 
I entered the Forez, a fmall province, barren, un- 
culti v.T ted, and ib'iwX^ *\tvV\?\yvveA. k ct\ain of lof- 
ty mountains extei\As c\v\\ve ?^ao^?»\x.\ vVvO*. *vt^ 
refls of pine and fit covet vW ^^^^^^^f^^^;^^ 

82^ there found iu gt^av ivxxmX.^^^- ^ 
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Ittis feen in fevcral miles; and the (ilence» the 
depopulation, and romantic folitiides, through 
which I paffcd, flrongly reminded me of Sweden 
or Finland. 

In my way I halted at Thiers, a confiderable 
town, fituated on the deep (ide of a mountain, 
from whence is beheld a mod delicious land fcape. 
The country extends, for many leagues on ail 
iides, in a cultivated plain, terminated by another 
range of mountains; and Clermont itfelfisdif- 
tindly feen at the diftance of five-and- twenty 
miles. This rich trad of the Auvergne, is deno- 
minated La Limagne, and forms a bafon, com- 
pletely furrounded by rocks and hills. The foil 
is uncommonly fertile, and inferior to flO part of 
Prance. Several fine ftrearas interfed it, and add 
to the beauty of the landfcape. 

The (ituation of Clermont is agreeable, on a 
gentle eminence, the afcent to which is gradual 
and eafy. The city itfelf feems to have been 
built in an age the moft barbarous, theftreets be- 
ing fo narrow and winding, that no carriage can 
enter them, and the buildings are of correfpondcnt 
antiquity ; but the fuburbs are charming, and th« 
houfes modern and elegant. 1 vifited the petri- 
fying fpring, which Charles IX. of France is faid 
to have furveyed with {o much pleafure and ad- 
miration. It is only a quarter of a mile from 
the town. In the courfe of ages, this fpring has 
formed a ridge of ftone, or incruftation, not lefs 
than fixteen feet in height, above a hundred feet 
long, and in fome pans near ten in thicknefs. 
As it impeded, and at length totally dcv^^ji <Vsfc 
current of a little rivu\cx., ^\i\eVi X^v^x'v^^'^^ '>>»^ 
courfe, the inhabitants vv«c <Jc^:^^«A^a^'^^'' 



into another channel, and has begai 
new bridge acrofs the rivulet into wi 

It was my intention to have petietr; 
into this romantic province, but the 
too early to permit me to afcend afty < 
eft mountains of Auvergne. I ilioulc 
certainly have gone to Uifon, which 
leagues diftant,if any confiderable ren 
callle had flill exifted. A gentlema) 
fides at Iflbire, near the Ipot, gave i 
ibription of it. 

" The cattle of IJflbn, ftood upon i 
of an almott inaccellible rock, at t 
which flowed a little river. Margarc 
queen of Henry IV. by a mallcrly p 
drefs, expelled the Marquis de Canilla 
cuQody ihe was confided, and rende 
miftreis of the place. Some ruins of 
main in the laft ttage of decay, which 
apprehend to have been formerly fac 
gious purpofes, and which they denon 
Chapelles de la Reine Marguerite, 
that they were conltruded by that q 
(lie had dedicated them to pleafure, n< 
lion, and gave rendezvous in thefe apa 
the neighbouring nobility of Auvergi 

1 left Clermont fooner than I hac 
in compliance with an invitation toe 
to be refufed, to pafs fome time at a cl 

longing to the Count de L . The 

tnatcd in an unfrequented part of Au^ 

wards the confines of the Bourbonnois, 

ground, which coumAav\i\s aiw cY^eWutln 

rhroujjh the pUia be\o>w , «iovi% v\\^ i 

mentioned in lenn^ oi ^>^c\i \\v€^n:^ 

Hadgmc de Sevigne, axv^ ^-a >n^. 
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fays, might yet be difcovered fome of the fliep- 
herds of poetry and romance. The count was 
mh at home, but I was received by bis lady, in 
a manner the trioft noble and polite. She did 
me the honour to detain me five days, which I 
pafled in a way ne^er to be erafed from my re- 
membrance. 

At Monipenfier, I (lopped to view the mount 
where formerly flood the cafUe, now totally de- 
molifhed 5 and which is rendered famous in hil* 
tory by the death of I/>uis VIII. king of France, 
and father of St. Louis. He died there in 122(), 
on his return from the fiege of Avignon, and as 
was commonly fuppofed, of poifon adminiHered 
to him by the Count de Champagne. 

I arrived the enfuing day at MouHns, which 
flands in a fine plain clofe to the river All ier, 
. along the fides of which are planted walks of 
elm, poplar and afpin. The city, though the ca- 
pital of the province of Bourbonnois, is mean 
and ill built. I viewed the church of the nun- 
nery of the Vifitation, where I faw the the Ma\x^ 
foleum of Henry Duke of Montmorend. It was 
ere^ed to his memory by the duchefs, his wife, 
Marie Felice des Urfins. I looked at this fuperb 
monument, with fenfations of the deepeft pity 
for the unfortunate hero, to whom it was raifed. 
The tomb itfelf is compofed of the moft beauti- 
ful and codly marbles. The duke appears in a 
reclining attitude, his left arm fupported on his 
helmet ; and by him fits his widow, her eyes di- 
rected to heaven, and her hands clafped, in a a 
attitude of forrow firongly marked. 

Jti5 a delighiful ride from MoaWxv^to'^e*^^^^ 
through the provinces of BowrYjotiXioV^ %tv^^v*«7 
30/S. la the ceatre of Ne^^rs, ou \VkBr'toK»ssv> 
Vol. XVI. A a 
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of a hill. Is built the palace of the ancient dukes. 
It appears to have been conftru&ed in the (ii* 
tcenth centurjx and, though beginning to exhi- 
bit marks of decaj, is yet a model of beauty and 
delicacy in Gothic architedure. The apartments 
are hung with tapeftry of two hundred years old, 
which have an air of grotefque and rude magni- 
ficcuce. In one of the chambers is a portrait of 
Madame de Montefpan, who appears rifing from 
a fuperb couch, the curtains of which are drawn 
back, and fupported by cupids. Her attitude is 
half voluptuous, half contemplative. She is 
dreiTed in a negligent difhabilie, and her hair 
floats down over her {houlders and neck in wav- 
ing ringlets. Her head refts on her left hand, 
and one of her feet is concealed by her robe j the 
other, which is naked to the mid-leg, and on 
which the painter, with great talle, has exhauft- 
ed all his art^ is placed on au embroidered 
culhion. 

I pafled the river Loire at La Charite, where 
i entered the province of JJerri ; the diliance 
from thence to Bourges is about twelve leagues. 
The country is much inferior, in beauty and cul- 
tivation, to that between Moulins and Nevers. 
The far greater part con lifts in thick woods, or 
barren heaths, deftitute of inhabitants. Bourges 
is fituated in the midft of an open and level plain. 
The city is of very confiderable magnitude, and 
of great antiquity, a claim, the validity of which, 
moft of the buildings evince, by the barb^rifm 
of their conftru6lion. I fcarcely faw a houfc 
which does not appesii XoWN^^o^d many hun- 
dred years TVie l\oVe\ CsittNWX?; >«^"i»\i\:i\Nc\ssi >^\'t. 
cele-brated' Jacaues C«wt. ^o >«^\\VtvonhVv^ >c^ 
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exile, and his misfortunes. Over the portal is a 
fine ftatne of Charles VII. under whofe reign he 
fiourilhedj the king is habited in coniplele ar- 
mour, and mounted on horfeback. That prince 
ufually held his court here 5 from which he was 
called by our vi6toriou8 Henry V. Lc petit Roi 
de Bourges, by way of contempt. 

During my flay here, I went to fee the tomb 
of Jane ot Valois, daughter to Louis XI. and 
wife to Louis XII. from whom he was divorced, 
to marry Ann of Bretagne, on his accellion to 
the crown of France. The repudiated princefs 
retired to this cityj and having dedicated her 
remaining da\s to piety, died in the convent of 
St. Jane, which (he had founded. One of the 
nuns fhewed me, through the grating, her flip- 
pers and nuptial robes, which are preferved with 
great care; and (lie abided, though not to tny 
conviction, that innumerable miracles had beeti 
performed by her relics and interceflion. 

The cathedral of Bourges is a mod magnifi«. 
cent edifice, though the external architedlure of 
the building does not correfpond in beauty or 
fymmetry to its interior. The church is of pro- 
digious dimehiions, and the quantity of painted 
glafs which it contains, is fcarcely inferior to 
that at Gouda, in Holland. John, duke of Berri, 
and brother to Charles V. king of France, lies 
buried in the fubierranean chapel, under the ca- 
thedral, beneath a marble tomb of coltly work- 
maniliip. 

Few other objeAs prefent themfelves to thfe 
eye, in this city, ex<:ept ruins. 

Jf Charles VII. cov\\d tev\Nt, \ ^m ^^x^^-?^^'^ 
he would perfcdly Yeco^tvife xV^ ^X-asfc^ -«\ivOc» 
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or received any embelHlhment« during more than 
three ceoturies which have elapfed fince his 
death. 

Louis XL was bom at Bourges, and in the Ho- 
tel de Ville is a painting dcfcriptive of this event. 
France, under the figure of a woman, appears 
rilinj; from her throne to receive the medallion 
of tiiat monarch, which is prefented to her bj 
the genius of Berri. 

This province, though large, and naturally fer- 
tile, is little cultivated or improved ; a circum- 
llance chiefly occafioned by the want of any na- 
vigable river, which might convey the grain and 
other produdtions to different quarters of the 
kingdom. 

On the 7th of May I left Bourges; and in my 
road llaid fome hours at Mehun-fur-Yeure, to 
contemplate the magnificent remains of the caf- 
tle. It is only four leagues didant from Bourges, 
and is rendered famous in hiftory by the death of 
Charles VIL of France, who conftru6ted it, and 
who died there in 1401* by a voluntary abfti- 
nence from food, originating from the apprchen- 
fion of being poifoned by his own fon, Louis Xf. 
The fitualion of the caftle ill correfponds with 
the grandeur of the flru6ture. It (lands in a wide 
extended plain, flioltcred by deep woods, and at 
its foot flows the little river Ycurc, which divid- 
ing at the fpot into fcveral ilreams, forms a 
number of marihy iQands covered with willows. 
Tliongh the c:\i\Ut of Mchun has been burnt by 
lightning, as well as greatly injured by time, and 
the dcpredalious of U\e ucv^hbouring peafants, 
yrt its ruins ate eN^iv t^o^ \xvQ,^^\^^S:i^>^ •a^.'^^ 
find beautifal. 'Vbe ^xe^x vonn^x '"^^r^^^^?^ 
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have been rooms of flate, might almoft be inha- 
bited at prefent. The chamber where, as it is 
faid, the unhappy king expired, is in one of the 
fmaller towers, the^ entrance into which is ob- 
ftruded by the ftones which have fallen from 
above. The whole edifice is compofed of a ftone 
nearly equal to marble in whitenefs and durabi- 
lity, and is furrounded by a deep ditch. In the 
centre ftands the chapel, the workmanihip and 
delicacy of which are aftonilhing. This cattle is 
one of the fineft monuments^ now exifting in Eu- 
rope, of the tafie and flyle of architedure in the 
fifteenth century.. 

I pnrfned my journey through the provinces of 
Berri and Sologne to Orleans, where I arrived the 
enfaing day. The entrance into it is noble and 
flriking from the fouth, over a fine bridge acrofs 
the Loire, of nine arches. The city itfelf is, in 
general, very meanly built, and the ftreets nar- 
row ; one only excepted, which leads from the 
bridge, and iTcompofed oY modern, elegant build- 
ings. In this ftreet ftands the celebrated tnonu- 
ment, where Charles VII. and the Maid of Or- 
leans are reprefented on their knees before the 
body of our Saviour, who lies extended on the 
lap of the Virgin. It was ereded by order of 
that monarch, in 1458, to perpetuate his vi6tories 
over the Englifh, and their expulfion from his 
dominions. All the figures are of iron. The 
king appears bareheaded, and by him lies his hel- 
met, furmounted with a crown. Oppofite to 
*hira is the maid herfelf, in the fame attitude of 
grateful devotion to Heaven. It is a moil ^^leclr 
oas and invaluable h\ftoT\c?\ tciwv\wftRX^.» 
In the Hotel de ViWe \^ ^ v«^VraS^ cS. '^'^^ 
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>/. was near one hundred and thirty years after he 

,1> decr-ilc ; yt* t it is the oldefl original pi dure 

1 " her now exiding. The painter feems to hav< 

Yc drawn a flattering relemblance of her^ and ti 

}(; have given his heroine imaginary charms. He 

f A face, though long, is of exceeding beauty, height 

v-J rned by an expreQion of intelligence and gran 

" •-' deur rarely united. Her hair falls loofely dowi 

I. ' her back, and (lie wears on her head a fort c 

' ■; bonnet enriched with pearls, and fhaded wit 

\ u white plumes, tied under her chin with a firing 

. H. About her neck is a little collar, and tower dowc 

; i' upon her bofom, a necklace compofed of fmal 

:J links. Her drefs fits clofe to the body, and i 

* Z cut, or flaflied at the arms and elbows. Roup 

'■*' her waill is an embroidered girdle, and in he 

/=/»• right hand ihe holds the fword with vhich jh 

'M:- expelled the eneipics of her fovereign, and he 

'..:■/. country. 

i ' ■■ The environs of Orleans, more efpecially in th 

■ ■ province of Sologne, to the fouth of the Loire 

are very agreeable. It is in general a level coun 

try, covered with corn and vines. During m; 

flay there I vifited La Source, a villa rendered fa 

nious by the abode of Henry St. John, Lord Bo 

lingbroke, who pnlfcd the chief part of his exil 

in I his retreat. Near the houfe, in a hollow dell 

is the celebrated fpring from which the place ha 

received its name. The water rifes out of th 

earth, from a very narrow apertnre, in a prodi 

gious column, and forms immediately a confider 

I. able river, called the Loiret, which, after wind 

ing its courfe Jibovux. vwo ka^^ues, is lort in th 

Loire, The gent\emau \o ^\\q.to. v\v^ 'sJv^^'e:^^> 

r twionffs, has defottned we^ voi^W^ ^\'s.^|>csx^e^>C 

bcauczTul fouiuausV>y^^^'^^H^^H^^^^-^^^-^^ 
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tade. Inftead of a dark and gloomy hollow, 
ihaded by deep woods> and adapted to the genius . 
of the fcene, in the midft of which the ipring 
formerly rofe with violence out of the earth, he 
has enlarged the opening from whence it iflues 5 
and it now only appears to bubble up without 
force, in the middle of a (hallow artificial bafon. 
No trees of any kind conceal or (helter it from 
view; and after firft paffing through a narrow 
channel, it is difperfed in the form of a looking- 
glafs before the houfe. 

I left Orleans on Sunday the 12tb, and arrived 
at Blqis the fame evening. Curiolity to viiit the 
tomb of Louis XI. who is interred at Notre Dame 
de Clery, induced me to take the road through 
that place, though lefs dire6t. I paiTed the bridge 
of St. Mefmin, memorable for the affaffination of 
Francis duke of Guife, with Brantome in my 
hand ; and attempted, from his minute and exa& 
defcription, to afcertain the precife fpot where 
that illuftrious prince was killed by Mere Poltrot, 
during the civil wars of France under Charles IX. 

The church of Clery was built by Louis XL 
who had always a lingular and capricious devo* 
tion for the Virgin Mary, to whom it is dedicated. 
From a (imilar fuperftition, he ordered his body 
r<»be interred there, under a monument, which 
he had himfelf erefted, The Hugonots, In the 
civil wars under Catherine of Medicis, broke 
open his tombj^and fcatteredthe bones about the 
church with a favage ferocity. Louis XIII. cauf- 
cd the prefent monument to be conftruded in 
1622, which is compofed of white marble, and 
well executed. The k\u^ \s ow\\\^Vx\^Rs.»\^^i2Cw 
attitude of prayer, h\a Visitv^^ x^x^'t^ v^ "^"^^^ 
His queen. Charlott«Lo€ ^^^ov.^w^^^^^^^^^^ , 
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Titd Ir. thp f??mc t.'tnb, and Charles VIIT. cacW 
his o.'. n he^rt lo be d^pofited there, near his fi 
th»"'s rfm.iiT;*. 

1 cTtC.*-(\ rl"»e Loire again at Beaugency, am 
fpcv.i the uiiole afternoon in the gardens an 
grn« pj; r>f' M-nars. This was the Teat of the crle 
brat' d M.'.dame de Pompadour, who began t 
jnr^pr.Af- tI:? place, and bequeathed it at her deati 
to the Marquis de Marigny, her only brolhe: 
Ih^ fiir.aiion is of unpr:ra!Ie!ed beauty j and ih 
cyf is cf.ntiiiually entertained on ever}- fide vr'ii 
a profpf'Jt the moll extenfive, delicious, and ccl 
tivated. Towns, palaces, and cafties, intermixe 
wilh fore fts, hamlets, abbeys, and vineyards, ar 
fpread below ; while a noble river pouring throug 
the plain. difTuffs plenty and fertility in its pre 
grt fs. The gardens thcmfelves are laid out wit 
grcHt tnfte, and adorned with a number ot Its 
tncs, chiefly prefented to the maniuis by his lat 
mnji fly, Louis XV. Monfieur de ^larigny ha 
prodigioufly improved the place lince the Mai 
chionefs of Pompadour's deceale. The terrac 
does not }itld to that of Windfor or of St. Gei 
main ; and the woods, through which winds 
nnirmuring rivulet, are of the mod fecluded aj 
pen ranee. In the midll of them, concealed ur 
drr a thic k cover of trees, appears a Cupid, wh 
fcrms as if juft alighted on a ^x^deftal coverc 
with roi'es. Nolhiiig can exceed the archnefs ( 
hib looks ; but he has his finger on his lips, to ii: 
vitc coi!fii!en(e. 

It is impolhble for any perfon to be deftitute c 
fame ( mollousi of \i\e<v"tv.\c^ ^v vW. \\*i'w of a plac 
fo renowned \n VY^oif^-, a^ ^Vas. \ <i^>cv^\^\. ^ 

fcribe what 1 fc\t ^^'^^^^^\^ X^^^^^^^^^^^^X^ 
V here Louis Xll. vYve lax.V^^ oi V.^ -^^o>,V 
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born ; where Ilabella of fiavaria, and Mary of 
Medicis, Queens of France, were imprifoned I 
within whofe walls the Duke and the Cardinal 
of Guife were facrifiqed to the vengeance of 
Henry III. ! where Valentina df Milan, where 
Anne of Bretagne, and Claude her daughter, 
died J and to clofe this auguft feries of princes, 
where Catherine of Medicis, fo renowned for her 
genius and her crimes, likewife expired ! — I trode 
with reverence over the ground, rendered in fome 
degree ^cred ; and viewed with a folemn delight 
the towers once- inhabited by queens and mo- 
narchs, now tendipg to decay, or covered with 
ivy, which fpreads a twilight through the apart- 
ments at noon-day. An air of melancholy and 
departed greatnefs is ftrongly difFuled through 
the whole palace, and increafed by the filence 
which univerfally reigns around. 

The cadle of Blois Hands on a rock, immedi- 
ately above the Loire, and commands a view of 
the moft captivating beauty. Tlie ancient Counts 
of Blois held their condant refidence here, and 
con(lru6ted the original caftle, of which no re- 
mains now exift, except one large round tower. 
The eaftern and fouthern fides, as they now fub- 
fift, were built by Louis XIL and over the grand 
gateway is an equeilrian Hatue of him, habited 
in a coat of mail. 

The ftyle of architedure merits great attention; 
and fome of the figures, which fupport the win- 
dows, are of a nature fo very indecent, that in 
the ftate of refinement to which modern manners 
have attained, it excites our furprife how a prince 
fo virtuous as Louis XII. ox 21 <\v3kR&w ^'c^ vv;^^ -^^^ 
fo referved in her manuet^ 2^% vj^a Kxsx^r. ^^ ^^V^ 
iBgae, couM ever have v^t\3CivVC^ >^^^ "^^^ 
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placed in the moft confpicuous part of a royal 
palace. It is a ftrikiDg proof of the grofs and 
unpolifhcd manners of the (ixteenth centu7, 
though not of the morals. 

The northern front of the cafUe was built by 
Francis I. foon after his acceflion to the throne of 
France. A more fplendid ftyle, a worknianfhip 
approaching, in delicacy and elegance, to the 
Greek and Roman architedure, difcriminates it 
from the former, and marks a more refined and 
liberal age. The apartments are all fpaciousand 
mngnihcent, though now difmantled and riegled- i 
cd. I was fliewn the celebrated chamber in *» 
which Henry duke of Guife was aflaflinated, in ] 
1588, by order of Henry III. The flones which i 
were tinged with his blood, have been almoft 
fcraped away by the curiofity of fucceflSve tra- 
vellers. At the weftern extreipity of the build- 
ing is the tower of Chateau-Regnaud, famous 
for having been the fcene of the murder of the 
Cardinal of Guife. I defcended into the dungeon 
where that ambitious and unfortunate prelate 
palTed thv:; night previous to his execution, with 
his companion, the Archbifliop of Lyons. Two 
doors of mafly iron open into a gloomy chamber, 
vaulted, and into which the light is only admit- 
ted by one fmall window clofcd with iron bars. 
In the middle of the floor is a round hole, fuffi- 
ciently large to receive the body of a man, and 
under it are three ranges of dungeons, one be- 
neath the other. The cardinal himfelf was pyt 
to death in a fort of recefs hollowed into the wall, 
on the day t(A\oV\w^ vVv?it of his brother the 
Puke of GuWe. TV^e^ ^>Q^^ ^^-^x^^^ >^^ v^ 
martyrs of tVit\tvrioie:Yti^^^^'ccL\ivC\c.^, - \ 
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At the eaftern termination of the northern 
front is the Salle des Etats, where Henry III. a A 
fembled the flates, twice during his diAraded 
reign. It is a vad hall, now difufed, and alvaoA 
in ruins. In the chimney, the bodies of the 
Duke and Cardinal of Guife, after their affaflina- 
tion, are fa id to have been con fumed to aihes. 

The weftern front is the work of Gafton duke 
of Orleans, fon of Henry IV. and brother to 
Louis XIII. It is a beautiful and magnificent 
edifice, but was unhappily left incomplete by his 
death, in 1659. Manfard was the archited whonoi 
he employed in its conftrudkion 5 and more than 
three hundred thoufand livres were ufelefsly ex- 
pended on this furaptuous building, which is un- 
inhabitable, and already far gone in decay. Gaf- 
ton himfelf foretold the future ftate of incomple- 
tion and ruin in which it would be left 5 and ia 
that con virion exclaimed, as he lay expiring, 
** Domus raea, domus defolationis in eternum V* 

The gardens of the caille, which were formerly 
very extenfive, are now converted into private 
property ; and the fuperb gallery, which was con- 
flruded by Henry IV. to divide the upper and 
lower gardens, is only to be traced in its ruins. 
The walk of Catherine of Medicis, however, dill 
fubfiftsj it is of a prodigious length, extending 
to the forefts of Blois, and forming an avenue to 
the caftlc, truly royal. 

I went to vifit Chambord, the famous palace 
of Francis I. which is about four leagues from 
hence, on the fouthern fide of the Loire. It 
ftands in a low (ituation, furrounded by deeo 
woods, and has all the aippeaix^ivt:^ ^^ ^t\^ ^S.'^.-^- 
fos, or Arioflo's, cocbanxtd C2i^\ca. Tafc '^'^Y' 
tude of the whole ftru&ux^. lo»x!S«x ^veo._^ 



ti^^^y ^Smiled- In ^*"?^e ceUings. Ca 
de<'tee modern' {upportin^ informed t>} 

^t«r;Sf»roni;e°fe "p»? 

^^S^^'^^ar^Srt V« us cotnplet ^ 
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**i540. Henry II. made fome additions to the 
palace. His father's de?ice» a Salamander in tkt 

Jiames^ is i'een in almoft every part of the building. 
Since the deceafe of Marefchal Saxe, Cham- 
bord is hadeniiig to decay. Louis XIV. made 
feveral vilits to it, to enjoy the pleafure of hunt- 
ing j but his fucceiror totally negledted it, and 
many hundred thoufand livres mud now be ex- 
pended on the palace, before it could be rendered 
lit to lodge and receive a fovereign. 

The city of Blois is meanly built, and many of 
the houfes are coeval with the caftle itfelf. It 

^ Hands on the declivity of the hill, along the 
northern bank of the river, and; is joined to a 
conliderable fuburb, on the oppofite lide of tlie ^ 
Loire, by a modern bridge. No language can 
defcribe the beauty of the Loire, or the fertility 
of the country through which it flows. The ex- . 
.treme poverty and mifery of the peafants, in the 
niidll of a delicious paradife, producing, in the 
greatell abundance, all the necelfaries and ele- 
gancies of life, imprefles one with pity, wonder, 
^nd indignation. There is much magnilicenoe, 
but Hill more diftrcfs -, one princely chateau fur- 
rounded with a thoufand wretched hamlets j the 
moll ftudied and enervate luxury, among the 
higher orders of fociely, contrafted with beggary 
and nakednefs, among the people, forcibly ftrike 
the contemplative mind. 

The road from Blois to Tours is one of the 
molt agreeable in France, and lies along the bank 
of the river Loire. Hills, whofe fides are cover- 
ed with vines; forells, among which a^jijeac 
fpires and villas*, or >w\de ^vX^wv'i, cxiN.<.v;^\&^ ^>?^ 

the grcateft indaHry, coiiuia\3.A\^ e^xN^^SvVi ^^:^«^ 

cnllycn the £cene_ -<. «>^rt 



I (lopped fome hours to view 

Chaumont. It is built on a high p( 

about five leagues below Blois, on 

bank of the Loire, and commands s 

£ve profpcft. The pile is Gothic, i 

(Iruded about the middle of the fift 

ry, by the lords of the houfc of An 

cardinal of that name, the virtuous s 

minifter of Louis XIL was himfeli: 

and the devices of his family are yet 

be traced on the great towers of the 

Henry IL made a prel'ent of the 

midrefs, Diana de Poitiers, duchels 

nois, fo celebrated in the annals of I 

improved and enlarged it very confid 

the death of her royal lover, in l.55< 

of Medicis, who had long envied hei 

fiOQ of Chaumont, rather compelle 

queued, the duchefs to renounce it in 

but by an a6t of gcnerofity becomi 

(he prefented Diana, in return, thi 

Chcnonccaux-fur-Cher. Soon after t 

Catherine, Chaumont fell into the hi 

Vifcount de Sardini, a Lucqiiefe nob] 

had married a lady of the houfe of I 
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4 wtrs of religion in France. The caille is fituat- 
K cd on a craggy rock, extremely diiiicalt of accefa. 
I At its foot flows the Loire, which is divided into 
I two ilrcains by a fmall ifland. Only two detach- 
I ed parts of the ancient caftle now remain, one of 
} which was condruded by Charles VIII. and the- 
I other by Francis I. From the hill behind the 
I caflle, is feen another of thofe enchanting land* 
y fcapes, which thefe provinces of France continu* 
^ ally exhibit, and where the eye is delighted with- 
I a profufion of natural beauties. 
\ I proceeded the enfuing day to Chanteloup, 
the palace of the Duke de Choifeul, about a mile, 
from Amboife. Neither the (itaation nor the 
views are attradive. The prorpe6fc which it com- 
mands is very limited, and the Loire, although at 
fo inconiiderable a diftance, is fcarcely feen even 
from the upper apartments. The rooms which 
I was allowed to view, though fplendid, were 
equally deditute of any produ6tion of painting or 
of fculpture ; and fell far ihort of the magnifi- 
cent ideas which I had been taught to preconceive 
of Chanteloup. The duke has, notwithilanding» 
fpent immenle fums on this palace, and is em- 
ployed in conllruding additional chambers, which 
will furpafs all thofe already finif^ed, in grandeur 
and elegance. 

From thence I continued my journey to Tours, 
which is built in a fine plain, on the fouthern 
bank of the Loire. The furroundtng country 
furpafies in fertility, and every eminence, within 
feveral miles of the place, is occupied either by 
convents or villas. Among tiie former, is the ce- 
lebrated monafiery of MatmovjAAtx^ix^sav^V'cwi^' 
JfabcUa of Bavaria, qwen oi CVaxV*.^^* ^^ 




the ufnal place of confinement for 
the hip;hcft quality. Its origin renx 
Tv.oH rtniote ?.iitiqr.ity, nor is there a 
A^'hich pretends to afccriain the name 
clcr, or the time of its conftruflion. 
enlarged, rebuilt, and fortified by lei 
five fovereigns. Charles VII. frequei 
cojirt and refidence there during the 
of his reign -, and Rene, duke of A lei 
the princes of the blood royal, was Ic 
there a pri Toner by that monarch's 01 
count of his treafonable practices . I 
apartments is the iron cage, in whic 
confined the Cardinal de la Balue mo: 
years. Ihis inhuman engine of pu 
not above eleven feet fquare. The c 
at length, releafed in 1481, at the in 
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STtd in the inidft of fummcr the rays of the fun 
enter through thi» opening, about the hour of 
noon, only for a few minutes. Over the chimney- 
is the figure of a head, fuppofed to be Sforza's* 
covered with a helmet. 

I quitted this chamber, and defcended with my 
guide, by the light of a torch, into the Oubliet* 
tes, or lubterranean dungeons. They are laby- 
rinths hollowed into the earth, of a vail extent, 
and totally deftitote of light. The air itfelf was 
fo moid and unwholefome, that it almoft extin- 
guiOied the flambeau. The man who attended 
roe, made me remark circular holes in many 
places of the incumbent rock, through which 
they let down the wretched vi£tims dedined to 
periih in thefe caverns. Doors of ma fly iron 
clofed up the entrance, and prevented all poffibi* 
lity of fuccour or efca|>e. I was glad to leave 
thefe difmal abodes of darknefs and horror, to re- 
vifit the cheerful day. The greater part of the 
caftle of Locbes is now in ruins 5 but it is, notwit h« 
landing, dill ufed for. the confinement of perfons 
accufed of crimes of date > and it then contained 
a gentleman who had been immured more than 
three }rears, but whofe offence was unknown. 

In the principal church of Loches, before the 
high altar, is interred the celebrated Agnes So* 
reiile, midrcfs to Charles VII. who died in 1449. 
The monument is compofed of black marble, and 
on it are her effigies, executed in white alabader. 
If the figure may be fuppofed to refemble her, 
fhe was feminine and delicate to the utmod de- 
gree. The face is perfe£kly correfpondent to the 
Other parts, and conveys an Vdt?i cA xwv^qjowsnsscw 
loveUneCs, mixed witU exqax^VCi ic«^%^vVl - ^^'^ 
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in(»<le.ls of ryroniftry and proj>ortion. Round ^er 
hrA(\ i- tifd a broad lillct, tiudded with pearls; 
and 3 lort nt ne cklace com poled of the fame or- 
naments f.ills on her botom. She lies upon an 
fmbrtiidi rfd cuiliion ; her drel's is limple and 
irodrfi, ronctaling her limbs from view, and at 
her fret are placed two lambs, emblematical of 
her name, Agnes. Time h:is bt gun to injure and 
drt'ace the figure and the tomb in many parts. I 
viewed it with extreme fntiafadlion during Tome 
minutes, frcm the recollection of that m;jgnani- 
rr.iiy which actuated her condu6t. and which ihe 
infufrd into her lover, when linking under the ' 
fuperifc" power of hi- *-nrmies. Among the many 
favourites of princes whole names hiltory has pre- 
ferved, none appear to have bei n more wonliy uf 
a monarch's attachment, and a nation's love, tliaa 
was Agnes Soreille. A theufand fables, rcl'pcL^- 
in^ hvTj are yet prcfervcd among the inhabitaiiH 
ot Loches; her beauty, her liberaiity, iuul licr . 
power over the king, form the principal fuhj^ct-! 
erf ihefc traditions. It is certain, that Ibe relidid 
frequent ly at Eeaiilieu, a little town, only divid- 
ed iVom Loches by the river Indre, and where are 
fiill fern the remains of a chateau which belong- 
ed to her. As flie died at the abbey of Jumitges, 
in Normandy, her body was brought by her ex- 
prels command to this church, to whirh, in her 
life-lime, flie had made very ample ctonations. 
Louis XI. though he neither honoured his fathers 
memory, nor refpc^ftcd Agnes, yet protc <^tcd l:tr 
remains, and rejected the petition of the canons of 
thi' i hurch, who, by ?^wa6. ^^f vu^ratitude to their 
benefadvefs, \w\ Ttfc^w^VXtCiL vVd\.V^>t Vw.^^ vs^V^xv. 
be removed aud dutvo\^v\vti^- 
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I next vifited the caftle of Plefl'ez-les-Tours, fa 
famous for having been the fcene of the ilJnefs 
and death of Louis XI. in 1483. I felt a iecret 
horror as I entered the court, and furveyed the 
walls once covered with iron fpikes, where a con- 
tinual guard kept watch during the laft fad hours 
of the guilty and expiring monarch. Plefl'ez is 
lituated only half a league from Tours, in a plain 
furrounded by woods, at a little diftance from 
the Loire. The building is yet handfome, though 
only compofed of brick, and now converted to 
purpofes of commerce. , In the chapel, on the 
right hand of the high altar, is a mafterly an^ 
beautiful portrait of Louis XI. himfelf, dreffed in 
complete armour. Within his left arm, which 
lies on his breaft, is a flandard; and with his 
right hand he takes off his helmet, in the a6t of 
falutation to the Virgin Mary and her infant. 
His harfli and unplealing features are foftened 
into a fmile of pleafure anid complacency. He 
feems to extend his left hand towards the child, 
whofe eye is fixed on his with eagernefs. I'hefe. 
indications of tendernefs have; given room to 
fuppofe, that by the figures of Mary and of our 
Saviour, are defigned Charlotte of Savoy his 
queen, and Charles VIIL his fon. Her habit, 
which is royal, the diadem on her head, and 
more than all, a refemblance between the infant 
and the king, whrch is very llriking, ftrongly. 
confirm this fuppofition. 

Tours is an unpleafant and ill-built city; but 
feveral projected improvements, fome of which 
are already executed, will, probably, in a few 
years, materially alter us ti^^^fi^x^ucfc. 

At Langeais, about ievw \^^kv^% Hxox^^^^ 
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which are yet noble, though decayed and in ruins. 
It is rendered celebrated in hidory by the nup« 
tials of Anne of Rretagne with Charles VIII. 
which were Iblemnized there in J48S. I arrived 
at the city of Saumur the fame evening. Five 
leagues from this place Hands the abbey of Foa- 
tevrnuld, where Henry II. and Richard I. of Eng- 
land are interred. It is lituated in a valley near 
the confines of Anjou, on the fide of Touraine. 
Rocky hills rife beliind it, and thick woods con- 
ceal it almofi entirely from view. An air of me- 
lancholy and lilence reigns on all fides, peculiarly 
chara£tcriflic of, and fuitable to, the gloomy devo« 
tion of monaftic life. As I walked under the 
high and venerable rows of elms in the gardens 
of the convent, it was impodible for me not tc 
feel, in fome degree, thofe awful fenfations which 
are naturally ini'pired by thefe religious folitudes 
The abbey was founded in the year 10G6, by Ro' 
bert d'Arbriflel. Its reputation for fan6lity, anc 
its vicinity to Chinon, at which city Henry II 
died, were probably the caules of his being inter- 
re J at Fontevrauld, which was not the buria 
place of his progenitors, the Counts of Anjou 
Sentiments of penitence and contrition for his fi- 
lial difobedicnce, induced Richard I. to order, ir 
his dying momci^ts, that his body fhould be laic 
at the feet of his father, Henry. Kleanor oj 
Aquitaine, wife of the one, nnd mother of thi 
other, prince, lies buried in the fame tomb; ai 
do likewit'c Jane Queen of Sicily and Countefs ol 
Provence, daughter to Henry If. and Elizabeth 
of Aiigoulcfme, vjVdo^w lo Iol\i\ king of England 
The fi^'ures oi a\\ vVve^e; ^o>j tx*:\^w^ -k^^ ^xx%:.Vv 
ifone Gpou ibe mouv^u^^v.l '^^^^^^^^^^X^^^^ 
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where the abbefs and nuns affemble for public 
devotion, no intereft or entreaties could poflibly 
procure me admittance into this iacred inclofure; 
and I was confequently prevented from obferving 
it with that minutenefs and attention which I 
could have wiflied. 

Fontevrauld, befides tlie refpeft derived from 
its antiquity, has been ever conlidercd as one of 
the mo(l honourable and important eccleiiadical 
benefices in France. Many princeifes of the 
blood have fuccciiively governed it, and the re- 
venues are immenfe. The number of religious, of 
both fexes, under the abbefs's diredion, amounts 
to more than two hundred, and her authority, 
both temporal and fpi ritual, is very extenfive. 

I returned back to Saumur the fame evening, 
and left it again on the 25th of May. The towa 
is fmall, but pleafantly fituated on the Loire, 
acrofs which is a long bridge, continued through 
a number of iilands. Saumur was anciently a 
molt important pafs over the river, and of confe- 
quence was frequently and fiercely difputcd by 
either party, during the civil wars of France in 
the fixteenth century. The cattle overlooks the 
town and river. It is built on a lofty eminence, 
and has a venerable and majeilic appearance, 
though now only ufed as a prifon of ftate. The 
kings of Sicily, and dukes of Anjou, of the houfe 
of Valois, who defcended from John king of 
France, often refided in the cattle of Saumur, a9 
it conttituted a part of their Angevin dominions. 

The dittance from Saumur to Angers is about 

thirteen leagues, and the greater part of the road 

lies along the banks oi the \joue. K\vYSs;i^'a.\f\«K^'*^ 

not to yield in fertility or be.«i>SX.^ Vo ^k>j ^wv^^^ 

of the k'mcrdnm. It nrriAwcc^ W\V\«;^ ^^ "^"^-^ 



2<i^ wraxaxl's Tout. 

delicious and exquifite flavour, SLtnong which tbat 
of Champigny^ a little village near Footevrauld, 
is particularly admired. 

I made a ftay of two dajrs in Angers* Thlf 
city (lands in a plain, and is divided into La haute 
and La bafle villc by the river Mayenne, which 
winds through meadows, and falls into the Loire 
£ve mifes t^low. The caflle was built by St. 
Louis, about the middle of the thirteenth centa- 
ry. The walls, foffes, and numerous towers which 
yet fubfift, evince its former magnificence ^ and 
its fituation in the centre of the city, on a rock 
overhanging the river, conduces to give it an air 
of grandeur, though at prefent it is in decay. It 
was the principal refidence of the kinn of Sicit^» 
as dakes of Anjou. The cathedral of Angen is 
a venerable ftrudure, and although it has under- 
gone many alterations in the courfe of ages fince 
its condrudion, yet the architeftore is Angular 
and attradive. Here lies interred, with her an- 
ceflorSj the renowned Margaret, daughter of Ren£ 
king of Sicily, and queen of Henry VI. of Eng- 
land. She expired, after her many intrepid, but 
incfFcftual, efforts to replace her hulband on the 
throne, in the year 1482, at the caflle of Dam- 
pierre, in Anjou. The Englifh hiflorians feem to 
have paid little attention to this illuflrious prin« 
cefs in her retirement and obfcurity, after Louis 
XL o£ France had ranfomed her from Edward IV. 
She was the favourite child of Ren6, who folemn* 
ly renounced, in favour of th« king of France, all 
his claims on the province of Anjou and the duchy 
of Lorraine, to obv.a\rv \:kCT ixtt^csm. VvV^v^ court, 
and under his prole ftAoix, iVvc^ t«x«v?:\x^^^ ^v K\V\^ 
Provence, the ufaa\ ipW o^ vW ^v;^^^^^ 
exicncc, till his dcntVi oUi^^^^^^^^tx^-^ 
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the Angevin territories. She was there received 
by a gentlemany named Vignole^ who had been 
long in her father's fervice^ and who afforded her 
an afylum. Henry earl of Richnaond, who was 
afterwards vidorioas at Bofworth> and who was 
then a fugitive in Bretagne» went from Vannes 
to viiit her> and aik her advice. She flrongly 
urged him to his attempt againft the houfe of 
York, though (he did not furrive to be a witnefs 
of his fuccefs. No remains of that commanding 
beauty> which ihe had once poiTeffed, accompa- 
nied her in the decline of life. A French writet 
has drawn the portrait of Margaret when near 
her end ; and it impreifes both with horror and 
compaflion. It fliews the tranlience of beauty^ 
and the triumph of years in their trued colours. 

Angers is of very coniiderablc fize> but the 
buildings and ftreets are almoft as mean and as 
o>d as thole of Bourges. The walls, with which 
John king of England furrounded it in 1214, re- 
main nearly entire, and are of a rexy large cir* 
cumference. 

1 flept on the 27th at La Fleche, a pretty town 
on the confines of Anjou, In the church which 
belonged to the Jefuits, are the hearts of Henry 
IV. and Mary of Medicis, which were depofited 
there by the exprefs command of thofe princes* 
I entered the province of Maine next morning. 
It is ten leagues from La Flecbe to Mans, through 
a country much inclofed and finely wooded. The 
fituation of Mans is very pleafant, near the junc- 
tion of two little rivers, which wind through a 
delicious plain. I afcended to the top of the ca- 
tJiedral, to enjoy one of lYve ivw^^ vc^mcA. '^^^- 
fpe6ts that can be cowcei'^tdL. Tcr«vt^^ '^^'^^ 
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dillance^ and on the fide of Bretagne extends the 
torclt of Man3> the fcene of that extraordinary 
phantom which is faid to have appeared to 
Charles VI. of France, and which was d principal 
caufe of his fubfequent infanity. The city of 
Mans is fniall, but preferable to Angers in ele- 
gance and regularity. It formerly conftitutcd, 
together with the province of which it is the ca- 
pital, a part of our Henry ITs hereditary domi- 
nions, in right of his mother Matilda Jn the i 
year 12 lb*, Philip Auguftus conquered Maine . 
from John, and annexed the province to the \ 
crown of France. i 

It was late in the day when T left Mans, and ! 
as Alenqon is twelve leagues diftant, I was oblig- | 
ed to Itop at a little town named Beaumont-le- 
Vifcomte, iituatod near the confines of Maine 
and Normandy, on the fide of a deep hill, at the 
foot of which runs a rivulet, and from whence a 
delicious landfcape is feen on all fides. I got to 
Alcnt^on the enfuing morning. The place is ot 
contiderable (izr, wafiied by the little river Sarte, , 
and ftands ia the midft of an extenfive plain. I | 
llcpt at Seez, an ancient city, and continued ray ] 
route next day to L*Aigle, a fmall town ; but 
well known in hiltory by its caftle, though fcarce I 
any traces of it now remain. Our annals inform 
us, that William the Conqueror frequently relid- 
ed there in his vifits to thefe his hereditary domi- 
nions. 

Having crofTed a confiderable part of Norman- 
dy, 1 reached the city of Evreux, which is fituat- 
ed in a dee\) \?^e ^mxxovx^^^A >w\\!cw lofty hills; | 
and purfuing my '^ovvttviiy > ^x\\n^\ -^X-^wiK^^s^ ' 
t?v* la ft of May. \\o^3.t\^^^'^^^^^>e-^w^^.'«s^ 
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txon of it neceflarjr. The Seine is beautiful both 
above and below the place, covered with little 
iflands overgrown with wood, and running at 
the foot of a range of lofty mountains. Near its 
bank, at one extremity of the city, are yet feen 
the remains of the palace which Henry V. of 
England began in 1419, ^^^ which was com- 
pleted under his unfortunate fon Henry VI. in 
1443. At a fmall diflance from it is a tower, in 
which John duke of Bedford confined the Maid 
of Orleans previous to her trial. A ftatue is • 
erected to her on the fpot where her cruel fcn- 
tence was executed, and an infcription engraven 
beneath it in her honour. Who would not die, 
to merit two of the lines which compofe it ? 

— " Exuit flammis quod inortale, 

•* Superelt gloria nunquam moritura !— 

I went from hence to viiit a little priory, call- 
ed Notre Dame de bonnes Nouvelles, fituated on - 
the fouthcrn bank of the Seine, and which was 
founded by William the Conqueror, previous to 
his fuccefsful attempt on the Englifti crown. It 
is faid, that his wife Matilda being at her devo- 
. tions in this church, intelligence arrived that the 
Duke of Normandy had gained the important 
battle of Haliings; and from this circumiiance 
it obtained the name which it retains at prefent. 
Matilda, daughter of Henry I. and mother o^ 
Heury II. kings of England, was buried there; 
but lix Hundrwi years have totally erafed the in- 
fcription on her tomb, of which there are now 
no traces difcernible. This ^tiw:jc.<'i^ ^'i. V^n»?«^ 
duchefs of Normcind7, t^^^^ V^^^a^«x<s?^ ^ ^ 
iloucn, and Ihe coufVtuat.^ vV^ ^^'^^'t'!^^ 



oetot's *f&eTeotia\»^^cc9 **'*', friLotto«i* . 
: "'^mcttlW,!:®^^- «^' diSS^ to af- 

Vatb8"f* ?^,,o of b»« tfm Tb«^«^*-„« be «** ' 

ts:Srorv,&v%s^s^^^^ 
i^ss^of^b^S^s^^^^^^^ 
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In 153 1) !• one of the mod mafterly and beauti* 
ful produdions of the chifTel. The figure of the 
count himfelf is extended at full length, and is 
beautifully executed. On one fide is the Virgin 
Mary, and on the other appears his widow, the ce- 
lebrated Diana de Poitiers, afterwards the favou* 
rite miftrcfs of Henry 11. ^he looks down on the 
body of her buiband | in the attitude and drefs of 
a mourner. 

Rouen, though large and enriched by com- 
merce, is not an elegant city. The AreetsareaU 
moft all narrow, crooked and dirty ; the build- 
ings old and irregular. It was fortified by St« 
Louis in 1253, but the walls are now demolKh- 
ed. The environs, more peculiarly the hills which 
overlook the Seine, are charmingly agreeable, and 
are covered with magnificent villas. 

After a (hort flay at Rouen, Mr. Wraxall em- 
barked for England; and concluded a tour of 
. confiderable extent, which no perfon of tafle can 
read without pleafure and approbation. 
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